U.S. seeks to consolidate Kurdish truce 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — Assistant Secretary of State 
Robert Pelletreau held meetings with representatives of 
Iraq s Kurdish parties to consolidate the ceasefire 
between them, the State Department said Thursday, 
spokesman Nicholas Bums said Mr. Pelletreau had met 
v * with delegations from the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
vtw ^ Kurdistan Democratic Party 

(KDP) but party leaders were not present The two 
signed a ceasefire accord at the end of October after 
their fragile power-sharing agreement broke down into 
armed conflict in May 1994. An estimated 2,500 people 
have been killed in the ensuing fighting. The subject of 
the talks, said Mr. Bums, was to "maintain stability in 
northern Iraq, make sure that (Iraqi President) Sad- 
dam s influence is severely limited, and promote some 
kind of a reconciliation between these two Kurdish 
groups.” 



U.S. warns nationals in Cyprus 

NICOSIA (R) — The United Stales has raid its nationals in 
Cyprus to be on the watch for suspicious parcels or feoeriafter 
letter bombs which might have been sent from Egypt reached 
Washington last week- “ttfe have sent letters ro nationals telling 
them to be careful of leuere and parcels and to contact police or 
the embasssy if they suspect anything." a spokesman for the 
XJS. embassy in the Island said on Friday. He .said the warning, 
issued on Tuesday, was just a precautionary measure. The U.S. 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI* says five of the letter 
bombs were found in Washington and three in the area amund 
Leavenworth, Kansas, the site of a federal prison holding one of 
the men convicted for the bombing of the World Trade Centre 
in New York in 1993. The Washington bombs were addressed 
to the offices of A1 Hayat, a newspaper leased to Saudi Prince 
Khalid Ben Sultan. Fbnr bombs were found at A! Hiiyats ' 
offices and the fifth turned up at the city post office. 
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Prince Hassan calls for broad 


concept of Euro-Mediterranean 


cooperation to include Gulf 

' Crown Prince receives Science and Society Prize 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan on Friday talks 
with former Columbian President Belisario Betancur dur- 
ing the opening of a meeting of the Mediterranen Charter 
Group in Madrid, Spain, on Friday (AFP photo) 


Front Ayman A1 Safadi 
in Madrid 

HIS ROYAL Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan on 
Friday stressed the need for 
the articulation of a broad 
and concept of Euro- 

Mediterranean cooperation 
which will include the Gulf 
area as a natural extension 
of the East Mediterranean 
region ia cultural, econom- 
ic and demographic terms. 

In a keynote address to 
the Mediterranean Charter 
Group convention. Prince 
Hassan nored die overlap- 
ping networks between the 
Euro-Mediterranean and 
the East-Mediterranean- 
Gulf frameworks. 

“The East Mediterranean 
does not end in a cul-de-sac 
in the Levant. As our histo- 
ry demonstrates, our region 
extends to the Gulf and to 
the east beyond, in terms of 
people as well as ideas and 
culture,” Prince Hassan 
told the meeting, which is 


scheduled to endorse the 
Mediterranean Charier on 
non-governmental coopera- 
tion between Europe and 
Mediterranean basin coun- 
tries. 

'The security of the Gulf 
and the East Mediterranean 
is inter-linked." stressed 


the Crown Prince, who 
arrived here Thursday. 

After addressing the 
Mediterranean group meet- 
ing, Prince Hassan received 
the 1995 Science and Soci- 
ety Prize from the Spanish 
Science and Society Insti- 
tute. 


The prize, awarded to 
Prince Hassan in recogni- 
tion of his efforts in pro- 
moting imer-cultural dia- 
logue and peace-building as 
well as developing a new 
humanitarian order, was 
presented by Chairman of 
the Institute Princess Elena 
de Borbon. 

In an address after receiv- 
ing the prize. Prince Hassan 
said that development, 
human rights and peace, the 
areas with which the prize 
is concerned, are funda- 
mentally inter-connected 
and lie at the heart of the 
common future. 

In all the efforts taken in 
the areas of peace-building, 
the development of a new 
humanitarian order or the 
protection of ihe environ- 
ment. said the Crown 
Prince, “it is the quality of 
life of the individual being 
that we are ultimately seek- 
ing to improve.” 

(Continuwed on page 7) 


Princess 


Tel Aviv blasts add new 


Sarvath 

reviews 

JRCS 

work 

MADRID — Her Royal 
Highness Prince Sarvath, 
the honorary vice presi- 
dent of the Jordanian Red 
Crescent Society, Friday 
held talks with president 
of the Spanish Red Cross 
Society Juan Manuel Del 
Toro Rivero over means 
of enhancing cooperation 
between the two societies. 

During the meeting, 
which was also attended 
by members of the board 
of the Spanish Red Cross. 
Mr. Rivero briefed 
Princes Sarvath on the 
activities of the society 
and expressed readiness 
for cooperation with 
JRCS. 

Princess Sarvath 

stressed the centrality of 
Jordan’s role in the area 
and the major role the 
JRCS plays on both the 
national and regional lev- 
els. 

Princess Sarvath- who 
drew similarities between 
the activities of the JRCS 
and the Spanish Red 
Cross, expressed interest 
in the training pro- 
grammes of the Spanish 
Red Cross and pointed to 
the importance of involv- 
ing the youth in voluntary 
relief work undertaken by 
rhe Red Cross and the 
Red Crescent societies. 

Princess Sarvath. who is 
a accompanying His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on a iwo- 
dav working visit to the 
Spanish capital, stressed 

rhe need for a multicultur- 
al approach in the disaster 
prevention studies pro- 
gramme. 

The Princess pointed to 
the need for individual 
accidents to be included 
in the larger picture of 
relief efforts. 

Princess Sarvath said 
the Spanish Red Cross 
and the IRCS can cooper- 
ate in the areas of human 
resources development 
and technical training. 


tension to Hebron talks 


Arafat: Mideast peace at risk 

PARIS (AFP) — Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
warned Friday that the Middle East peace process was in 
danger of collapse, as he met his “close friend” former 
Israeli Premier Shimon Peres, at a conference in Paris. 

Warmly embracing his former partner in hammering 
out the Oslo peace accords, he accused his right-wing 
successor, Benyamin Netanyahu, of being stubborn. 

“The results of the last elections in Israel have put the 
whole peace process in danger and threaten the collapse 
of steps still to come,” Mr. Arafat told a conference 
staged at United Nations Education, Scientific and Cul- 
tural Organisation (UNESCO) headquarters in honour of 
the late French President Francois Mitterrand. 

"We have had to confront a new attitude with new dan- 
gers in the form of extremism and obstinacy,” Mr. Arafat 
said. 

Mr. Arafat and Mr. Peres, key architects of the Middle 
East peace process, embraced and posed for photogra- 
pher as they arrived for the symposium. 

Mr. Peres paid tribute to both his former partner and 
Mitterrand, who died a year ago. “The fact that Yasser 
Arafat and myself are present today, not as enemies but 
as friends, is a great testimony ... to Francois Mitter- 
rand.” 

Mr. Arafat also lauded Mitterrand, but used his address 
to openly attack Mr. Netanyahu. “The maintenance and 
even strengthening of the policy of building new settle- 
ments is transforming the principle of land-for-peace 
into an empty slogan,” he said. 

“We alert the world to what is happening in our coun- 
try. Peace is in danger and it is imperative to act quickly 
to save a peace process threatened with collapse.” 

In travelling to France from Ga 2 a City. Mr. Arafat also 
put tense negotiations with Israel over the future of the 
peace process on hold. 

During his brief visit Mr. Arafat was also due to meet 
with French President Jacques Chirac before leaving for 
Cairo later in the evening. It was to be their sixth, meet- 
ing since Mr. Chirac took office in May 1995. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israel toughened 
the tone Friday in an 
already tense negotiating 
stand-off with the Palestin- 
ian National Authority 
(PNA) after two pipe 
bombs wounded 13 people 
in Tel Aviv the previous 
night. 

Police remained cautious 
about attributing responsi- 
bility for the double bomb- 
ing. saying Palestinian mil- 
itants were suspected in the 
unclaimed attack but that 
they could not yet rule out a 
criminal motive. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu was 
less reticent, saying he was 
"almost certain” the blasts 
were the work of Palestin- 
ian militants and warning 
that such attacks threatened 
the peace process. 

"These terrorist attacks 
reinforce even more our 
determination to demand 
security guarantees,” he 
said, referring to ongoing 
negotiations on extending 
Palestinian rule ro the West 
Bank city of Hebron and 
beyond. 

"We are going to pursue 
these terrorists. If it turns 
out that the terrorists came 
from the area controlled by 
the Palestinian authority, 
we will not treat this as 
business as usual ... Israel 
will react with the greatest 
severity,” Mr. Netanyahu 
said. 

“We cannoi have peace if 
we have terrorism, we can- 
not have peace if the people 
cannot walk the streets of 
Tel Aviv safely,” he said. 

But in the absence of 
clear evidence pointing to 
the Palestinians, Mr. 
Netanyahu did not break 
off "negotiations over 
extending self-rule in the 
West Bank nor did the army 
impose a closure on Pales- 
tinian territories, reactions 
which have been almost 
automatic following bomb 
attacks in the past. 

Mr. Arafat made no state- 
ment about the bombings 
before he left Friday for a 
24-hour visit to Paris. 

But his spokesmen said 
the PNA had no connection 
to or interest in such anti- 
Israeli attacks. 

Meanwhile the U.S-medi- 


ated negotiations on 
Hebron continued with top 
Arafat deputy Mahmoud 
Abbas and chief negotiator 
Saeb Erakat due to meet 
later Friday with U.S. spe- 
cial Mideast envoy Dennis 
Ross. 

Even before the bomb- 
ings, the Hebron talks 
stalled this week over 
Palestinian insistence that 
Mr. Netanyahu respect an 
already agreed upon 
timetable and withdraw 
Israeli troops from most of 
the West Bank by Septem- 
ber this year. 

Mr. Netanyahu wants the 
post-Hebron redeploy- 
ments dragged out until 
May 1999 — when the two 
sides are due to complete a 
final stage of negotiations 
on a permament peace set- 
tlement — and Mr. Ross 
has offered a compromise 
dare of late 1998, a propos- 


al rejected by the Palestin- 
ian side, Mr. Erakat said. 

Mr. Netanyahu was meet- 
ing Mr. Ross in Tel Aviv 
Thursday when the bombs 
exploded and continued the 
discussions far into the 
night after a brief break to 
visit wounded in hospital, 
officials said. Mr. 
Netanyahu said he and Mr. 
Ross discussed "new ideas” 
to resolve the Hebron dead- 
lock. but provided no fur- 
ther details. 

‘The Palestinian side will 
get the answer from 
Benyamin Netanyahu today 
about our demand for 
implementation of the 
signed agreements, espe- 
cially on further redeploy 1 
ments from the West 
Bank,” Mr. Jyakat told 
AFP. 

'The Palestinian side has 

(Continued on page 7) 



Muslims pray at die A1 Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem in Arab East Jerusalem on Friday, the first day of Ramadan. In addi- 
tion to die usual prayers, a special prayer was held for rains in view of an unusual dry weather in the region (AFP photo) 


Opponents of Israeli trade exhibition 
protest against event with prayers 


Ramadan 
begins in 
most 
Muslim 
countries 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan, 
along with the bulk of the 
Islamic World, on Friday 
observed the start of the 
Holy Month of ramadan. 
traditionally a time of 
abstinence by day and 
shorter working hours. 

During Ramadan the 
faithful should not eat, 
drink or smoke in daylight 
hours. Non-Muslims in 
islamic countries are 
asked lobe sensitive by not 
doing those things in pub- 
lic. 

All liquor shops, bars 
and nightclubs remain 
closed throughout the 
month, and sensual plea- 
sures such as sex and lis- 
tening to music are also 
banned during the day. 

In Saudi Arabia, birth- 
place of Islam and home 
to its two holiest shrines, 
the Interior Ministry 
warned non-Muslims to 
respect the Holy Month. It 
said foreigners eating, 
drinking or smoking in 
public during daylight 
hours would risk deporta- 
tion and cancellation of 
their work contracts. 

Saudi Arabia has a large 
expatriate population, 
many of themlabourers 
from the Indian subconti- 
nent and other Asian 
states. 

The start of the 
Ramadan usually depends 
on when the crescent of 
the new moon is sighted in 
each country. 

Other major Muslim 
countries where Ramadan 
started on Friday include 
the five other Gulf Arab 
states as well as Iraq, 
Yemen. Indonesia, Egypt, 
Syria and Lebanon and 
most of the Islamic coun- 
tries in the Maghreb. 

In Iran, across the Gulf 
from Saudi Arabia and the 
largest country dominated 
by the minority Shi’ite 
sect of Sslam, Ramadan 
was set to start on Satur- 
day, provided the new 
moon was sighted on Fri- 
day evening. 

The end of Ramadan is 
marked by the religious 
feast of ‘Eid A1 Fitr. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Nearly 1.500 
people performed prayers 
near the site of an Israeli 
trade exhibition on Friday 
and dispersed peacefully 
thereafter in a protest action 
called by opponents of the 
convening of the Israeli 
event in Jordan. 

Deputies representing the 
Islamic Action Front (IAF) 
party led the worshippers, 
who gathered under the 
watchful eye of security 
forces and riot policemen. 

The prayers passed with- 
out incident after several 
speakers addressed Che 
crowd and IAF Deputy 
Hamzeh Mansour called on 
the faithful to disperse 
peacefully. 

Meanwhile the call for a 
“national strike” to protest 
the convening of the Israeli 
trade exhibition appeared to 
have had little impact 
except in courts, where 
many lawyers stayed away 
from work, local reports 
said Friday. 

The four-day trade exhi- 
bition. which opened on 
Wednesday despite protests 
by opposition political par- 


ties and trade unions, con- 
cludes on Saturday, but it 
did not draw a large audi- 
ence as expected, sources 
said. 

The protest campaign 
against the Israeli exhibi- 
tion is led by a self-styled 
“national committee for 
cancelling the Israeli trade 
fair.” The committee is 
headed by former Prime 
Minister Ahmad Obeidat 
and includes representa- 
tives of trade unions and 
professional associations. 

An effort by the commit- 
tee to physically prevent 
visitors from the exhibition 
did not have much impact 
on Wednesday and the 
protest action ended after 
six hours. 

The committee then 
called for die three-day 
national strike. But there 
was no indication that the 
call had had a strong 
impact. 

A report in the local press 
said lawyers stayed away 
from attending courts on 
Wednesday, and less than 
300 people were seen gath- 
ered at the Professional 
Associations Complex for a 
meeting called by the 
national committee. 


But organisers insisted 
the protest was a success. 

'Thousands phoned us 
declaring their support of 
the action ” Ali Abu Sukar, 
head of the "anti-i Israeli) 
Normalisation Committee” 
in the Islamist-dominated 
37.000-strong Jordan Engi- 
neers Association, was 
quoted as saying by 

Reuters. 

Mr. Abu Sukar told 
Reuters that campaigners 
against the fair had retreat- 
ed from the three-day stop- 
page call after "our aims 
were met." 

Meanwhile the exhibition 
itself did not have many 
visitors, and Israelis said 
the staunch opposition to 
the exhibition was likely to 
chill business relations 
between the two countries. 

Inside the blue hangar 
housing the show, represen- 
tatives of Israeli firms 
drank coffee and chatted 
with each other as security- 
men walked through the 
area, the Associated Press 
reported. 

"Israeli firms will be 
afraid to come and do busi- 
ness in Jordan in view of 

(Continued on page 7) 


Syria rejects Islamic group's 
claim of Damascus bombing 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) 
— Syria on Friday dis- 
missed a claim by a pro- 
Iranian Islamist group that 
it carried out a bus artack in 
Damascus to avenge the 
execution in Syria of one of 
its militants. 

The claim by the Islamic 
Movement for Change was 
an attempt to deflect atten- 
tion away from the “real 
people responsible. Israel, 
on to another party, Islamic 
or otherwise/' a Syrian 
official told AFP. 

The movement which 
has previously claimed two 
anti-U.S. attacks in Saudi 
Arabia, said in a statement 
that it had caused the explo- 
sion of a “military bus” in 
Damascus. 

The statement received 
by AFP from the group, 
which claims to defend the 
interests of minority Shiites 
in Arab countries, did not 
give the date of the attack. 

Syria has repeatedly 
blamed Israel’s secret ser- 
vice Mossad for a bomb 
attack on a bus in Damas- 
cus on Dec. 31 which 
killed 13 people and injured 
another 40. Israel denies 


any involvement. 

The Islamic Movement 
for Change said the opera- 
tion was aimed at avenging 
Sheikh Jaafar Qassem Ai 
Chuweikhat, one of its mil- 
itants said to have been 
involved in an attack 
against a U.S. base in 
Saudi Arabia in June. 

The truck bombing in 
June of a U.S. military 
housing complex in 
Dhahran killed 19 U.S. air 
force personnel. 

The Islamic Movement 
stud that Chuweikhat was 
later executed in Syria, 
where he had taken refuge. 

“The group ... has shown 
once again that it has long 
arms and has led an opera- 
tion to blow up a Syrian 
military bus in the heart of 
Damascus, killing and 
injuring all the occupants,” 
the statement said. 

The Islamic Movement 
for Change accused Syria 
of repeatedly betraying 
Iran, particularly when 
Damascus joined several 
Gulf Arab nations in con- 
demning a military build- 
up by Tehran on three dis- 
puted Gulf islands. 


There was no way to 
independently verify ihe 
claims in the- communique, 
faxed Thursday to a West- 
ern news agency in 
Cyprus. 

Tbe Islamic Movement 
for Change is among sever- 
al shadowy groups that 
have issued . statements 
opposing the American mil- 
itary presence in Saudi Ara- 
bia. but U.S. authorities 
have said they do not even 
know if such organisations 
exist. 

The group claimed 
responsibility for a Novem- 
ber 1995 explosion in Saudi 
Arabia that killed seven 
people, including five 
Americans, and it issued a 
threat against U.S. interests 
in the kingdom after the 
Dhahran blast. But it is not 
known to have claimed 
responsibility for that 
explosion. 

News reports in the Mid- 
dle East have suggested the 
Saudis have contacted both 
Syria and Iran about sus- 
pects who may have fled to 
those countries. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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U.S., Israel said 
amenable to EU 
Middle East role 


PARIS (R) — The United 
Stales and Israel are drop- 
ping their opposition to 
European Union (EU) 
plans to play a bigger role 
in reviving Middle East 
peace talks. Dutch Foreign 
Minister Hans van Mierla 
*u\ s. 

Mr. Van Mierlo. whose 
country took over the 
rotating EU presidency on 
Jan. 1. said after talks with 
French Foreign Minister 
Hcrve De Charene in Paris 
that there was an “absolute 
necessity" for the EU to 
piny a major part in the 
Middle East. 

"The hesitations of the 
Amerians and of the Israeli 
government have more or 
less disappeared. They see 
that without Europe it's 
\ery much more difficult 
h » come to a jusr and last- 
ing peace in the Middle 
East." he told reporters. 

“They also see that it’s 
not appropriate to make a 
distinction between a polit- 
ical role and an economic 
role." he said during a tour 
of EU capitals to outline 
Dutch priorities for its six- 
month presidency. 

Europe is the main pay- 
master of the peace process 
v.iiilc the United States has 
led efforts for a political 
deal. 

Palestinians on Thursday 
rejected a U.S. compro- 
mise dare for Israeli troop 
withdrawals in rhe West 
Bank, insisting Washing- 
ton make Israel respect tile 
original timetable. The 
rejection was a new blow 
:i> the peace mission of 
' S. envoy Dennis Ross. 

“Stimulated by French 
!'>>! icy. we finally jumped 
• «i the scene in the Middle 
E.iM and that was the right 
decision." Mr. Van Mierlo 
*aid. 

French President Jacques 
Chirac visited the Middle 
t.M in October and urged 
Europe to be accepted as a 
co-sponsor of the peace 
■vocess alongside the Unit- 
- .cs. a demand reject- 


ed by Israel. He also urged 
creation of a Palestinian 
state. 

On Friday, Mr. Chirac 
was to meet Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat who is 
due in Paris to address a 
U.N. seminar. 

Mr. Van Mierlo did not 
say exactly what an EU 
role might be. 

The EU's Middle East 
envoy. Miguel Angel 
Moratinos, who met Mr. 
Van Mierlo and Mr. De 
Charette on Thursday, said 
Europe could play a role in 
reviving the confidence 
that led to the signing of 
landmark 1993 Palestin- 
ian-lsraeli peace deals. 
‘The top priority (for 
Europe) is to recover 
mutual confidence 

between Palestinians and 
Israelis.” he told a news 
conference. 

Mr. Moratinos, a 
Spaniard appointed last 
year, said Europe would 
complement rather than 
rival U.S. peace efforts. He 
referred to Mr. Ross as 
“my friend". 

But Mr. Moratinos he 
said he had grown scepti- 
cal of a quick deal on the 
date for an Israeli troop 
pullout from the West 
Bank town of Hebron, a 
flashpoint of Israeli-Arab 
violence and home to 
saome 420 jewish settlers 
and more than 120,000 
Palestinians. 

This is the First time that 
I’m going to say that (a 
deal) isn’t imminenL..for 
three months I’ve been 
saying that it’s imminent 
so I prefer to say today that 
it won't be imminent and 
maybe tomorrow I'll be 
surprised.” he said. 

He added that he did not 
believe the region could 
slip towards war. “The sit- 
uation can get worse but I 
don't believe in a gener- 
alised war in the region," 
he said. 



PROTEST PRAYERS: Islamist Deputy H amain Saeed on Friday leads prayers near the site of an Israeli 
trade exhibition to protest the convening of the Israeli event (see story on page 1) (AFP photo) 


Former Shin Bet head 
says he ordered killings 


TELAViV (R> — The former 
head of Israel's Shin Bel secret 
service admitted in an inter- 
view published on Friday 
ordering the killing of two cap- 
tured in 1984. 

“I gave an order to give them 
a few more blows and get it 
over with.” said Avraham 
Shalom, who resigned after a 
failed cover-up. 

Mr. Shalom told Yedioth 
Ahronoth newspaper he con- 
sulted then-Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir on “every 
step." But he did not say that 
Mr. Shamir had ordered the 
killing of the Palestinian who 
were photographed being 
taken away alive by police 
from the bus they had hijacked. 

T worked with Shamir. 
Everything I did, I asked 
Shamir first," Mr. Shalom told 
author Yechiel Guttman .who 
has only now published the 
interview conducted four years 
ago. 

Last July, a senior Shin Bet 


agent told Yediot Ahronoth he 
killed the two hijackers on 
Shalom's orders, using a stone 
to crush their skulls. The office 
of Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu said later the agent, 
Ehud Yatom, denied making 
the comments to the newspa- 
per. 

Israeli commandos raided 
the bus in April 1984 after four 
Palestinian hijackers threat- 
ened to kill passengers. Two of 
the hijackers and an Israeli pas- 
senger were killed 

Israeli officials said at the 
time the other two hijackers 
died of their wounds in cus- 
tody. But newspaper pho- 
tographs published later in 
defiance of military censorship 
showed they were unhurt. This 
prompted a series of inquiries 
that revealed a Stun Bet cover- 
up. Mr. Shalom and three other 
top officials resigned from the 
agency and along with seven 
other agents received presiden- 
tial pardons. 


Ashrawi looks for 
push from Albright 


srael seeking to upgrade Greek warplanes — report 


"FI. WIY \ AFP) — Israel is seeking a contract to upgrade 
Greek F-4 fighter jets in a deal similar to one signed 

iili Allien’s rival Turkey. Israeli press repons Friday quot- 
ed H'fieiuh as saying. 

I'.he deal was discussed during a two-day visit to Athens 
• : ii*. week by the head of the Israeli air force. General Eitan 
W. :i-IHliy:itiu. the reports said. 

Gen. Ben-Eliyahu was in Greece Wednesday and Thurs- 
day to discuss implementation of □ 1 994 Israeli-Greek mil- 
; :.i* y pact which has \ci in be carried out. 

Hie agreement. similar to one signed with Turkey last 
>-.\:t. calN for joint naval anti air exercises and rescue oper- 
. ill 'IIS. 

Auriiv-. his visit. Gen. Ben-EUyuhu met with Defence 
Minuter Akis Tsuliat/opoulos. Air Force Chief George 
Woiivt-is and other officials. 

Details of his \ is it were being kept secret although Israel 
■ ■ !n* -.ltd officials hud confirmed privately that the deal to 


upgrade the Greek Phantom fighters was among the topics 
discussed. 

The negotiations were being kept under low profile to 
avoid damaging Israeli efforts to develop military ties with 
Turkey — notably completion of a $650 million deal to 
upgrade 54 F-4 jets — at a time when those ties are under 
question due to the arrival in power in Ankara of a govern- 
ment dominated by the Islamic Welfare Party. 

Greece and Turkey, though both members of NATO, have 
a long history of tense rivalry, notably since Turkey invad- 
ed and occupied the northern half of Cyprus in 1974. 

"Now after many years of efforts we expect any week the 
arrival of the first Turkish F-4s." one Israeli official told the 
Jerusalem Post. 

"From a political point of view, a commercial, a business 
and a marketing point of view, we would not want to jeop- 
ardise this deal that has been eleven-and-a-half years in the 
making," he said. 


WASHINGTON (R) — A 
Palestinian government 
minister on Thursday urged 
the new Clinton administra- 
tion to give a fresh push to 
slow-moving Middle East 
peace talks and boost its 
involvement to avoid a new 
cycle of conflict 

Ms. Ashrawi, (he Palestin- 
ian National Authority’s 
(PNA) minister of higher 
education, stopped short of 
direct criticism of current 
U.S. Middle East envoy 
Dennis Ross but said key 
issues “must not be left to 
third and fourth level deci- 
sion makers.” 

Ms. Ashrawi was speaking 
in Washington as Israeli- 
Palestinian talks, mediated 
by Mr. Ross, dragged on 
over the West Bank town of 
Hebron. Palestinians Thurs- 
day turned down a U.S. 
compromise date for Israeli 
troop withdrawals in the 
West Bank. 

“We feel now that-..the 
way in which the talks are 
being conducted must be 
revitalised, and it is essential 
that third party involve- 
ments are effective, are neu- 
tral and are in the service of 
peace and not biased in the 
service, of one side or the 
other." Ms. Ashrawi told a 
news conference. 

“We feel that with this 
new administration, the 
peace process should be not 
just at the top of the agenda, 
but there should be higher 
level active involvement,” 
she said. 

“Given the fact that there 
is a new secretary of state, 
we are hoping that American 
policy...will try to work out 


mechanisms of participation 
in a way that would bring 
the parties to comply” with 
past agreements. 

Madeleine Albright will 
replace Warren Christopher 
Jan. 20 as secretary of state 
if confirmed by the Senate. 
At a confirmation hearing 
Wednesday, she refused to 
answer Middle East ques- 
tions in detail, citing the 
Ross mission. 

Ms. Ashrawi said Israeli 
policies were creating a 
“pressure cooker effect” 
among Palestinians. She 
urged that “all parties should 
view this situation with the 
utmost seriousness any 
attempt to bring Israel to its 
senses, otherwise it will be 
plunging us back into a 
cycle of confrontation and 
conflict” 

“We feel that (U.S.) deci- 
sion making has to be at the 
highest level of foreign poli- 
cy as well as the executive 
level, and should not be left 
to the level of mediators or 
the peace team,” she added. 

Ms. Ashrawi, a former 
spokeswoman for Palestin- 
ian negotiators, told Reuters 
later it was possible she 
would meet U.S. officials 
while she was in Washing- 
ton, but no meetings had 
been arranged. Ms. Ashrawi 
denied claims in a Washing- 
ton Times interview Thurs- 
day by Israeli ambassador to 
the United States Eliahu Ben 
Elissar that Egypt was 
encouraging the Palestinians 
to stall on a Hebron accord. 

“No country, including the 
Palestinians, would take 
instructions from anybody 
else,” she said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israeli army to open Internet site 

TELAVIV (AFP) —The Israeli army plans to open a siteon 
the Internet to provide information to youths about to be 
drafted for mandatory military service, army officials said 
Friday The sire, to be called TsahaJ-Net” after the Hebrew 
acronym for the Israel defence forces, will answer questions 
about call-up dates and how to apply for entry into specific 
army units, the officials said. The sire, in Hebrew, will be 
opened in the next two months and will also provide infor- 
mation to army reservists, they said. 

Iran builds one of world's smallest choppers 

TEHRAN (R) — Iran has built a locally designed helicopter 
called the “Dragonfly” which it said was among the world’s 
smallest, a newspaper reported on Thursday. The daily Iran 
newspaper said prototypes of the two-seater “Sanjaqak 
t dragonfly )’*, weighing 450 kilogrammes, were being bnilt 
and would undergo flight tests at a state research centre in 
the central province of Esfahan. It quoted Iran's Ministry of 
Construction Jihad, with which the centre is affiliated, as 
saying the helicopter was “among the smallest in the world”. 
Iran said in August its first locally designed helicopter, a six- 
seater, had passed flight tests at a government industrial 
development centre in the southern city of Shiraz. In Octo- 
ber, Tehran said a Revolutionary Guards research centre in 
Esfahan had designed a four-seat helicopter. Facing United 
States sanctions, and confronted with a Western arms 
embargo since the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war, Tehran has 
embarked on a strategy of developing military and civilian 
hardware which it cannot easily obtain from abroad The 
self-sufficiency efforts also aim to limit imports at a time 
when the country needs to save hard currency to pay back a 
large foreign debti 

Police learn about ‘lying’ from Mrs. Netanyahu 

TELAVTV (R) — Israeli police, learning how to tell when a 
suspect is lying, are studying a television interview with the 
country’s first lady Sara Netanyahu, says an expert who lec- 
tures the police. Gavriel Raam. a self-described expert on 
non-verbal signals, told Reuters on Thursday he uses the 
interview with Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu’s wife 
because he said her facial expressions indicate “she is trying 
to hide something.” Sbai Bazak. the prime minister's 
spokesman, dismissed “as nonsense 1, the report of the spe- 
cial police training, first published on Thursday in Israel’s 
newspaper Haaretz. “I don’t want to comment on that,” he 
told Reuters. In the interview with Israel's Channel Two 
television last July, Mrs. Netanyahu was asked about her 
widely publicised dismissal of her children’s nanny. The 
nanny told the press she was humiliated before being tossed 
out of the house. “Asked if the nanny scandal bothered her, 
Sara said no. But at the same moment she swallowed her 
lower lip. When a person says a word and swallows their 
lip it means they have a problem with what they just 
said," Mr. Raam said. 


Erbakan says report seeks 
state-gang scandal probe 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish 
Prime Minister Necmettin 
Erbakan said on Thursday a 
prime ministry report had 
called for another 35 peo- 
ple to be investigated over a 
scandal about links 
between the state and 
underworld gangs. 

“The decision was made 
to open an investigation 
into 35 more people along- 
side those already being 
investigated," Mr. Erbakan 
told reporters after meeting 
President Suleyman 
Demirel. He did not say 
how many were already 
being investigated. 

Mr. Erbakan commis- 
sioned the report seven 
weeks ago following a car 
crash in which a wanted 
gangster. Abdullah Cadi, 
and a leading policeman 
died in the same car. 

Sedat Bucak, a govern- 
ment deputy leading a Kur- 
dish clan paid by the state 
to fight separatist Kurdish 
rebels, was in the car but 
escaped with min or 
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CHURCHES 

St. Man of Nazareth Church 


Sndfieh, Tel. SI 0740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel, 
632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Anmwication 
Tel. 637440. 

De lu Salle Church Tel. 661656. 
Tcrrasancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Church of the Annunciation 

Tel, 623541 

.Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. S2432S. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The EvangeEcal Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish TeL 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Relative warm weather condi- 
tions will prevail with clouds' 
appearing at different altitudes 


and winds southeasterly moder- 
ate. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas 
culm. 

MioJMax. temp. 

Amman — .05/18 

Aqaba KV25 

Deserts 03/19 

Jordan Valiev 10/24 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 17. Aqaba 23 Humidity 
readings: .Amman 54 per cent, 
Aqaba 40 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dc Hanna Mansour 750197 

Dr.AfifShukri ... 898863 

Dr KhaB Ramadan 774397 

Dr. OusamaAlHnssaim 847289 

FIras pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy .778336 

AJ Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

. A1 Satan* pharmacy .„.63673Q 
Yacoub pharmacy — 644945 
Shmeisani pharmacy . -637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dc. Ahmad Qanu . — 281484 

A1 Quds pharmacy 1 — ) 

ZARQA: 

Be RatebAtaUah 994424 

KhaBfeh pharmacy — 98 5417 

EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre .....637111 
Civil Defence Department 

.661111 

CMI Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Qvfl Defence Emergency ...199 
Rescue Police 192. 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

.630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints ... 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) _121 

Overseas Calk 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis .. 623101 

Ahdrth Telephone Repairs 

661101 

Jordan Television ....7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority _..680100 

Jordan Qectririty Authority 

. 815615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Aha Inti. Airport 08- 

53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 


Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khahdi Maternity. J. Amn 

.644281/6 

Akileh Maternity, J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman ' Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 

......607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital — 845845 
AFMoa&er HospitaL.667227/9 
The Islamic, AbdaU 666126/37 

AI-AUK, Abdafi 664164/6 

Italian. Af-Muh^jreen 

— .777101/3 

AJ -Bashir, ■ J. Asfarafieh 

775111/26 

Army, Marita ... 891611/15 

Queen Afia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 


Zarqa 

„ (09)983323 

National Hospital 
iTOttnfvsfin 

Dbn Sina Hospital —(09)986732 
Al Hikam Modern Hospital 
mowonoon 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basina Hospital 
r(y>)77SSSS 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 
.(02)272275 

Bra Al 

Nafees Hospital 
— (02)247100 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
103 ) 3141)1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department ai the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 

(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. Information 
on other flights is obtained on 
telephone (08) 52700 or (OS) 
523250. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:55 Damascus (RJ) 

09:45 New Delhi (RJ) 

09£5 Karachi, Dubai (RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 

1030 — „ Colombo (RJ) 

14:45 New York Amsterdam (RJ) 

15:30 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

16:20 Cairo (RJ) 

17:40 London, Berlin (RJ) 

19:35 Vienna (RJ) 

I9-.45 Jakarta. Abu Dhabi (add) 
(RJ) 

01:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

03:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

G5-.35 Bangkok (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

12?#) -Muscat. Abu Dhabi (GFj 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

18:15 — Dubai, Damascus (EK) 
2ldW „__paris. Damascus (AF) 


22 JO -Lamaca (CY) 

22:25 -Beirut (ME) 

22:35 Cairo (MS) 

23:40 -.Amsterdam, Beirut (KL) 

2330 London fKJ) 

01:00 —London, Damascus (BA) 
03:45 — .Rome (A Z) 

Royal Wings fRW) Flights 

09:20 Aqaba (RW) 

1&55 —Sham A) Sheikh (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Ffights 

06 JO Beirut (RJ) 

Kh30 feddah (add) (RJ) 

11:05 Vienna (RJ) 

11:30 Amsterdam. New York 
(RJ) 

11:50 .Paris. Brussels (RJ) 

12HW Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

12:15 — -.London (RJ) 

12:15 Cairo (RJ) 

MriH) .Bombay (RJ) 

2foQ0 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

20:05 — Riyadh, Dhahran (RJ) 
-Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

20-J0 a Jeddah (RJ) 

21:00 ... — Abu Dhabi Dubai (RJ) 

21:30 — Jeddah (add) (RJi 

05^5 -Bangkok (RJ) 

Other Flights 

00:15 Damascus. Amsterdam 
(KL) 

— Be ™- Athens (OA) 

07.-00 .Beirut (ME) 

13:30 .Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (GF) 

1*50 Vienna (OS.) 

19.15 -Dubai (EK) 

Lamaca (CY) 

Cairo (MS) 


injuries. 

The report has been 
passed to the Justice Min- 
istry which will decide 
what legal action to lake. 
Mr. Erbakan said. He said 
the Justice Ministry would 
make a statement about the 
report, which also called 
for 85 people to be ques- 
tioned. 

A parliamentary commis- 
sion is also expected to pro- 
duce a report on the inci- 
dent after a four-month 
investigation. 

In December, the Justice 
Ministry rejected a prose- 
cutor’s report calling for 
lifting Deputy Mehmet 
Agar’s parliamentary 
immunity in connection 
with the crash. , 

Mr. Agar quit as interior r 
minister in November and 
was subsequently accused 
of having signed a false 
police identity document 
for Catli, who was alleged- 
ly used by officials to kill 
Turkey’s political oppo- 
nents. 


23:55 .Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (AF) 

00:40 Amsterdam (KL) 

04:35 Rome (AZ) 

06 JO London fKJ) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
20-30 .Aqaba (RW) 

HU AZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 

Dep. Amman 8:00 a.m. every 
Monday 

Am Damascus 5:00 pan. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damscns 7-30 aon. every 
Sunday 

Arr. Amman 5K)0 pan. every 
Sunday 

Upper/lower price in fils per kg 

Apple -700/500 

Banana 550/550 

Banana (imported) -B5O/600 

Cabbage 6(W0 

Carrot 270/150 

Cauliflower. .J3G/100 

Cucumber (large) —..--150^0 
Cucumber (small) .^-.-230/1 60 

Eggplant - — J 50 *® 

Garlic „„85fl/600 

Grape fruit _ , l l l i --lSQflQO 

Lemon — — 380/250 

Marrow (large) 

Marrow (small) — — 130/70 

Onion (green) — 

Onion (dry) . — 

P^perOiot) 

Pepper (sweet) 

Potato — — 

Spinach 

String Bean, — 

W HO" 20 


aturday, January 
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His Majesty King Hussein Friday joined worshippers in attending the first Friday prayer of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan, held at the Royal Guard Mosque. The King and worshippers listened to the Friday sermon which 
focused on the meanings, lessons and values of fasting. The Islamic preacher called for fostering ties of solidarity 
and cooperation, describing them as virtues which fasting inculcates in the soul. Also attending were members of 
the Royal family. Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti, Speakers of the Upper and Lower Houses of Parliament 
Ahmad Lawzi and Su’d Hayel Srour, Royal Court Chief Awn Khasawneh. the King’s Advisor for Islamic Affairs 
and Chief Islamic Justice Sheikh Izzuddin A1 Khatib A1 Tamimi. the King’s Advisor for Tribal Affairs Hmedi Fayez. 
and senior, civil and military officials. His Majesty Friday received a cable from Mr. Kabariti and from Civil 
Defence Director Dheib Maani who congratulated him on the start of Ramadan and wished him and the Jordan- 
ian people a healthy and prosperous life (Petra photo) 


King pledges to step up 
anti-smuggling efforts 


AMMAN (J.T.) — During 
a tour of Jordan’s bonder 
area with Iraq, His Majesty 
King Hussein Thursday 
pledged to put more effort 
into eradicating smuggling. 

“Everything which enters 
this land and leaves it 
should enter and go out 
through legal channels," 
King Hussein told the 
bedouin forces who police 
Jordan’s long desert bor- 
ders with Iraq, Syria and 
Saudi Arabia. 

“Our responsibility, from 
now on, is to ensure imple- 
mentation with our maxi- 
mum efforts and reso- 
urces," be said. 

Jordanian nomadic tribes 
have a flourishing trade in 
smuggled livestock, bought 
cheaply from Iraqi herds- 
men. 

The King noted that two 
Jordanian soldiers have 
been killed since November 
in incidents involving 
smugglers. 

‘It does not honour any 
Jordanian, whether citizen 


or official, to tolerate smug- 
gling of any kind, including 
the smuggling of sheep 
from Iraq, taking advantage 
of the difficult living condi- 
tions of the Iraqi people and 
paying very little for the 
sheep to sell it for great 
profit in Jordan." he said. 

“Sheep are not our only 
concern. We also deal with 
drug • traffickers, weapons 
and explosives and we can- 
not be lenient in this matter 
nor allow our country to 
serve as a passageway for 
certain groups to benefit at 
the expense of people’s 
lives,” the King added. 

He said that smugglers 
were using modem com- 
munications equipment, 
night-vision goggles and 
fast vehicles to smuggle 
arms and explosives, cattle, 
narcotics and other contra- 
band. 

The King also pledged to 
tighten border security by 
increasing the number of 
soldiers patrolling the fron- 
tier. 


He affirmed that border 
units would be given 
advanced vehicles and 
sophisticated monitoring 
equipment. 

The Kingdom has recent- 
ly intensified a campaign 
against drug smuggling, 
with police announcing 
large hauls along the Iraqi 
and Saudi borders. 

Jordan is a major transit 
route for the drug trade 
between Turkey. Syria and 
Saudi Arabia. 

“Ours is not a land with- 
out owners and there are 
men who can protect it and 
every inch of it is dear to all 
of us," the King said. 

Referring to the death of 
soldier Raed Suradi on 
Tuesday, while fighting 
smugglers near the border, 
the King said “anyone 
attacking you is personally 
waging an attack on me and 
we can not' tolerate any 
attack from now on." 

He also described plans 
designed to enhance the 
badia police force’s poten- 


tial. 

“The criminals have been 
using fast vehicles, sophis- 
ticated equipment and bul- 
let-proof vests as well as 
equipment for contact via 
satellite but we will 
respond to the situation 
with determination and 
firmness and supply our 
troops with required equip- 
ment and ensure the neces- 
sary weapons.” the King 
said 

He visited the family of a 
soldier in Mafraq, who died 
in confrontation with the 
smugglers. 

In a short address to the 
Suradieh clan, the King 
paid tribute to the dead sol- 
dier's courage, stating that 
he fell in the course of per- 
forming his duty and pro- 
tecting his nation. 

The King was accompa- 
nied on the tour by Chief of 
the Royal Court Awn Kha- 
sawneh and Lt. Gen Hame- 
di A1 Fayez, his adviser on 
tribal affairs. 


Arab business council elects board members 


Italy, Jordan sign cultural agreement 


JCFC increases 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
board of the newly-founded 
Arab Businessmen's Coun- 
cil (ABC) has elected 
Hamdi Tabbaa, from Jor- 
dan, as board chairman, 
Saeed Tawil. from Egypt, 
as deputy chairman and 
Thabet Taher, from Jordan, 
as the board’s secretary' 
general, according to an 
ABC statement issued Fri- 
day. 

The council was created, 
following the inaugural 
meeting by Arab business- 
men, as a non-governmen- 
tal, independent entity 
which announced its aim as 
enhancing cooperation and 
coordination anions the 
'’Wb’rtd^ busit&ss 
f'Jfcot^uHitfeS; ' arid various 
economic sectors within the 


framework and the purpose 
of achieving a long-aspired 
economic integration 
among Arab countries. 

Heads of delegations 
from Jordan, Egypt, Pales- 
tine. Syria, Yemen, Saudi 
Arabia the United Arab 
Emirates and Qatar signed 
documents formally estab- 
lishing the council, which 
will have its head office in 
Amman. 

However, the council’s 
final statement issued on 
Wednesday left the door 
open for the private sectors 
of other Arab states to join 
the new entity. 

In a statement announc- 
ing the board chairman's 
" 'efection Friday, the board 
said that it convened its 
first meeting to decide on a 


number of procedural mat- 
ters to pave the ground for 
the council to embark on its 
activities. 

The statement said that 
the next board meeting will 
be held within a three- 
month period. 

In a Wednesday state- 
ment. the conference called 
on Arab nations to creale a 
global economic bloc and 
create investment opportu- 
nities in the Arab World. 

The statement expressed 
the businessmen’s desire to 
encourage inter-Arab trade 
exchanges, create a free- 
trade zone for the Arab 
World and expand the Arab 
market with a view to 
reviving the Arab Common 
Market. 


Royal Decree expected to ratify budget soon 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — A 

RoyaJ Decree is expected 
soon to ratify the country’s 
1997 fiscal budget as the 
Senate endorsed the budget 
Thursday at a meeting 
. attended by Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti and 
Cabinet members. 

The budget was passed by 
25 out of the 36 members 
who attended the session 
during which senators pre- 
sented remarks regarding 
the various provisions of 
the budget. 

The prime minister 
stressed that Jordan's 
progress will succeed 
through its ability to prove 
self-reliance and an ability 
to forge ahead with deter- 
mination to achieve socio- 
economic development. 

The Kingdom will contin- 
ue to revive the Arab Com- 
mon Market and enhance 
relations among economic 
institutions and business 
communities in the Arab 
World and will also contin- 
ue endeavours to ensure 
partnership with the Euro- 
pean Union and to become 
a member of the World 
Trade Organisation in order 


to achieve greater prosperi- 
ty, Mr. Kabatriti maintained 
in a speech following the 
Senate's vote on the bud- 
get. 

He told the Senate that 
Jordan faces regional and 
international circumstances 
which deem necessary the 
creation of economic blocs 
to promote free trade. 

The prime minister stated 
that, in fact, a new econom- 
ic and political map for the 
Middle East is in die mak- 
ing and that “it is incum- 
bent on the Kingdom to 
find a secure place rather 
than leave the task for oth- 
ers." 

“Our method of attaining 
progress lies in our ability 
to become independent and 
handle our resources in an 
exemplary fashion,” he 
added. 

He continued that with 
the support and determina- 
tion of the Jordanian peo- 
ple. the Kingdom will not 
serve as a playground for 
others nor succumb to oth- 
ers’ wishes but stand by its 
eommirments and princi- 
ples. 

Referring to relations 


with other Arab countries, 
Mr. Kabariti affirmed. “Jor- 
dan is extending a brotherly 
hand to [other Arab 
Nations] and we respect 
their interests as we are 
ready to be partners and 
allies but we can by no 
means accept to serve as 
agents or as subservient to 
others.” 

He said that Jordan seeks 
economic integration with 
other Arab stares and 
“rejects the policy of sanc- 
tions. blockades and starva- 
tion under any name but 
rather seeks solidarity' 
among Arabs and backs the 
Palestinian. Lebanese and 
the Syrian people’s endeav- 
ours to regain their rights." 

At the outset of the meet- 
ing. the Senate heard a 
report regarding the budget 
by its Finance Committee, 
which was followed by 14 
senators calling on the 
government to take practi- 
cal steps to combat corrup- 
tion and deal with unem- 
ployment and poverty. 

They also called for mea- 
sures to help Jordan 
achieve self-reliance. 
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CONCERT 

'■+ Performance by AJ Hannounah Band of Popular Art at the Royal Cultural Centre at 
|f:00 p.ni. 

EXHIBITIONS 

^Photocraphic exhibition on the life of the Founder of Pakistan at Quaid-e-Azam Hall, 
Embassy' of Pakistan, Jabal Weibdeh (Tel. 622787, 624680) until January 31. 

V.* Works by contemporary .Arab artists entitled “The New Collection at Darat Ai Funun. 
febal Weibdeh, until Feb. 27. 


Jy * Works by Jordanian artists at the Royal Cultural Centre, until Jan. 30. 
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? * Works of small paintings by Jordanian and Arab artists at Baladna Art Gallery, Gar- 
2 Sens St. (Tel. 6S7598). until Jan. 14. 

. : * Works by Spanish painter Clara Amado at Instinno Cervantes, Jabal Amman until 15 
' fen. 

[ * Works by ten contemporary Indonesian artists entitled “From Scripts to Abstraction 
fat the Jordan National Gallery of Fine Arts (open daily except Tuesdays), until Jan. 12. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Italy and 
Jordan Thursday signed an 
executive programme of cul- 
tural agreement for the vears 
1996, 1997 and 1998 at the 
Ministry of Planning, a Ital- 
ian embassy statement said. 
The document was signed by 
Ambassador of Italy 
Francesco Cerulli and by 
Ministry of Planning Secre- 
tary General Nabil Amman. 
The first Itaiian-Jordanian 
cultural agreement was 
signed in Amman on Oct. 26, 
1975, and since then has 
been renewed every three 
years contributing to 
strengthening cultural rela- 
tions between the two coun- 
tries, the statement said 
According to the embassy, 
the * new' programme was 
finalised last November 
wheh a joint commission met 
in .Amman in order to agree 
upon aspects of the pro- 
gramme. 

At that time, the chief of the 
Italian delegation. Senator 
Patrizia Toia. and Dr. 
Amman, chief of the Jordan- 
ian delegation, initialled the 
text of the agreement which 
later was approved by the 
two governments for final 
signatures, the statement 
said. 

According to the embassy, 
the programme will allow for 
substantial augmenting of 
bilateral cultural coopera- 
tion. 

The statement highlighted 
the following aspects of the 


agreement: 

1) The two parties stress the 
importance of joint initia- 
tives in the fields of educa- 
tion, culture and science, to 
be carried out also in view of 
closer cooperation among 
Mediterranean countries fol- 
lowing the Barcelona Decla- 
ration and the Conference of 
Bologna held last April; 

2) The two parries will 
encourage contacts and 
direct cooperation between 
universities and other institu- 
tions of higher education and 
science (20 bilateral agree- 
ments are already in force); 

3) Diffusion of the Italian 
language and culture in Jor- 
dan. At present the Italian 
language is taught in four 
Jordanian universities and at 
the Madaba Mosaic School; 
the new programme foresees 
expanding Italian language 
teaching; 

4) Every year, the Italian 
side will grant to undergrad- 
uate and graduate Jordanian 
students 88 raan/months 
scholarships in the fields of 
science, technology, lan- 
guage teaching and humani- 
ties, plus 15 man/months 
scholarships annually to Jor- 
danian students of Italian 
language. The Jordanian 
side will grant for the acade- 
mic year 1996/1997 54 
man/months scholarships to 
Italian students (mainly stu- 
dents who are studying Ara- 
bic language and culture at 
Italian universities). Jordan 


is considering the possibility 
of increasing the scholar- 
ships to 88 man/months 
starting next academic year, 
5) The two parties agree to 
increase the number of cul- 
tural activities in both coun- 
tries (film festivals, exhibi- 
tions. conceits, other festi- 
vals etc.);. 

6; The parties agree to 
increase the already excel- 
lent relations in the sector 
relating to the protection of 
cultural heritage. In this con- 
text the Italian party propos- 
es the conclusion of a specif- 
ic agreement in order to pro- 
vide concrete measures for 
the exchange of information 
and experts, as well as to 
finance formation stages, sci- 
entific projects, ‘ research, 
meetings and 1 conferences. 
The Italian party submitted 
to the Jordanian party a relat- 
ed draft agreement; 

7) The two parties express 
their satisfaction with the 
existing cooperation in die 
field of archaeology and 
restoration, and their willing- 
ness to continue the support 
given to Italian archaeologi- 
cal missions already working 
in Jordan (eight missions): 

8) The Jordanian party shows 
a great interest in the 
exchange of information in 
the field of public health, 
stressing the importance of 
information and experts in 
the health sector. 


production and 
exports in 1996 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Jordan Cement Factories 
Company (JCFC) has 
achieved an increase in 
production and exports of 
cement during 1996, regis- 
tering a three per cent 
increase in production and 
35 per cent increase in 
exports over the 1995 fig- 
ures. 

A statement issued by the 
JVFC quoted a company 
source as saying that 
cement production in the 
past year was 3490,512 
tonnes and that exports to 
foreign countries amount- 
“ed to 951.215 tonnes. 

He said that the total rev- 
enues from sales to other 
countries tabulated to 
$37.5 million. 

The source attributed the 
exports increase to the 
company's new marketing 
policies and the opening of 
new markets for Jordanian 
cement. 

He added that the King- 
dom's proximity to cement 
consumer markets and the 
high quality of Jordanian 
cement contributed to the 
increase in the exports. 

However, the source also 


maintained a 3.6 per cent 
decrease in domestic 
cement sales during 1996. 

He said that the total 
sales of cemenr in Jordan 
amounted to 2.4784*82 
tonnes as compared to 
2,581.680 in the previous 
year. 

Last August, the JCFC 
announced the completion 
of projects dedicated to 
upgrading production 
lines. 

Also, in August the gov- 
ernment, which owns equi- 
ty in the JCFC, announced 
that it was willing to sell 
20 per cent of its stake to 
foreign firms in exchange 
for securing a technical 
assistance agreement to 
upgrade the company's 
cement quality and ensure 
a higher volume of sales to 
neighbouring countries, 
however, no action has yet 
been taken in this regard. 

The JCFC, which pos- 
sesses a JD 60 million cap- 
ital, has a concession 
agreement which expires 
in 2001. 


International Standards Organisation body 
certifies two more Jordanian companies 


By Sacha Bagglli 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Two more 
Jordanian companies, over 
the weekend, passed the 
tough scrutiny of an 
International Standards 
Organisation (ISO) 9000 
certifying body. 

With the successes of the 
International Plastic Com- 
pany Ltd. and the 
International Detergent 
Company in passing this 
management quality test, 
designed to ensure full sat- 
isfaction of customer 
requirements, the number 
of ISO 9000 certified Jor- 
danian companies has now 
reached 20 and the number 
of certified companies 
which were supported by 
financial contributions in 
their endeavours to obtain 
this certificate by the High- 
er Council of Science and 
Technology (HCST) has 
now reached nine. 

According to Abdul 
Raouf Taher. managing 
director of Jordan 
International Team Consul- 
tants, the agency which 
aided these two companies 
in preparing for the ISO 
examination, there is an 
increasing trend amongst 
Jordanian companies to 
attain ISO 9000, due to a 
growing recognition of the 
comprehensive benefits of 
this achievement amongst 


both private companies and 
governmental institutions. 

“In the past, companies 
have striven to attain ISO 
9000 certification, with a 
will to strengthen their mar- 
keting capacities, but there 
is now a recognition of its 
broader benefits as a tool to 
improvi ng management 
and harnessing greater effi- 
ciency,” Mr. Taher said. 

“Being linked with an 
international certification 
system is the only way for 
companies to identify their 
achievements and assure 
potential customers that 
their requirements will be 
satisfied," he added. 

According to Peter Gibb, 
operations manager of 
Global Certification Limit- 
ed. an approved, certified 
British organisation, quali- 
fied to assess companies for 
ISO 9000. there are three 
categories of ISO certifica- 
tionr These are “ISO 

9001, ” for design and man- 
ufacturing installation 
(often sought after by ser- 
vice industries). “ISO 

9002, ” for companies actu- 
ally manufacturing a prod- 
uct (the most common 
amongst those already 
bestowed upon Jordanian 
companies) and finally 
“ISO 9003,” for primary 
testing organisations. 

In essence ISO certifica- 
tion “is an independent 
statement by an approved. 


certified body, with neither 
financial nor commercial 
interests with the company 
being assessed," Mr. Gibb 
said. 

“ISO certification 

requires that customer 
requirements are clearly 
defined, procedures are 
extensively documented 
and that a company has the 
right resources to satisfy 1 
requirements. In short, a 
certification body looks at a 
company with the eyes of 
all customers," he stated. 

According to Mr. Gibb, 
international certification is 
becoming necessary for 
companies worldwide as 
many purchasers demand 
registration. 

He maintained that he has 
been extremely impressed 
by the commitment shown 
by the organisations which 
he has assessed in Jordan. 

“It is a rough exam. This 
is why commitment is so 
important Companies have 
to make a commitment to 
accept the regulations of 
ISO. accept internal audit- 
ing by a certified body and 
commit themselves to abide 
by all procedures which are 
documented at all times," 
he said. 

After achieving certifica- 
tion. companies are 

reassessed every six 

months to ensure that regu- 
lations are still being fol- 
lowed and in order to con- 


sider any company proce- 
dural advances which need 
to be documented. 

In April 1994. a board of 
directors at the HCST 
decided thar efforts should 
be exerted to encourage 
greater development in 
industry. 

As part of a programme 
adopted for this purpose, 
and with the encourage- 
ment of Crown Prince H as- 
sart, it was decided that 
money should be granted to 
small and medium sized 
companies as a method of 
increasing the number of 
internationally certified 
companies operating in die 
country and therefore facil- 
itate greater trade and 
advancements in the fields 
of industry, science and 
technology. 

Applicants for this grant 
are examined by agencies 
such as the Department of 
Standards and Specifica- 
tions in order to determine 
those companies which are 
deemed worthy of such aid. 

By the end of 1996, 32 
companies had been grant- 
ed financial aid from the 
HCST, many of these are 
still in the preliminary 
stages of the ISO certifica- 
tion assessment 

These grants constituted 
45.7% of the total amount 
of money granted to estab- 
lishments by the HCST pro- 
gramme for industrial pro- 


jects. 

Asad Jabri. managing 
director of the International 
Detergent Company told 
the Jordan Times that he 
was delighted by the result 
of his company's assess- 
ment by Global Certifica- 
tion Ltd., announced over 
the weekend. 

“Our company will now 
be able compere more 
effectively on the 
international market," he 
said. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan Times, Managing 
Director of International 
Plastic Company Ltd. 
Vatche Karmandarian said 
he believes that the utilisa- 
tion of international stan- 
dard certification could 
enhance trade between the 
nations of the Middle East. 

“Although we could now 
attempt to market our prod- 
ucts in Europe, I believe ir 
makes more sense to first 
use the advantages brought 
about by ISO certification 
to find new markets in 
neighbouring countries.” he 
said. 

At the end of 1996 it was 
decided by the HCST that a 
special department dedicat- 
ed to studying applications 
for grants for ISO 9000 
should be established and 
that efforts should be exert- 
ed to find methods of 
increasing the amount of 
money available for grants. 
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Serbian police yield 
to student street party 


BELGRADE (R) — Thou- 
sands of jubilant Serbian 
opposition supporters 
streamed onto the streets of 
Belgrade in the early hours 
of Friday after a student 
street party persuaded po- 
lice ro dismantle their cor- 
dons. 

The police backed down 
from a 12-hour standoff 
with students who had 
vowed to stand in front of 
police lines until they were 
allowed to march. 

Singing and dancing de- 
monstrators then roamed 
city boulevards, rejoicing 
despite the overnight cold. 

"This is a great thing hap- 
pening tonight. This is our 
chance to change the future 
and we'll do it," said one 
woman among the crowds 
who have turned out for 
nearly eight weeks to de- 
monstrate against autocratic 
President Slobodan Milo- 
sevic. 

Thursday was the 53rd 
straight day of protests in 
various Serbian cities 
against the cancellation of 
municipal election results 
by Mr. Milosevic’s Socialist 
Party (SPS) last November. 

Mr. Milosevic Wednesday 
conceded the opposition 
Zajedno (Together) Coali- 
tion had won in Serbia's 
second city Nis. 

But Zajedno leaders 


vowed protests would con- 
tinue until all their claims 
were met. They urged Bel- 
graders to drive en masse 
into the city centre at 2 p.m. 
(1300 GMT) Friday ro cre- 
ate a "traffic collapse,” as 
they did last Sunday. 

The government banned 
protest marches after clash- 
es between pro-government 
and opposition demonstra- 
tors on Dec. 24. But the 
edict, only intermittently 
enforced on some days and 
rigorously on others, 
seemed to fall apart Thurs- 
day night. 

Teams of whistle-blowing 
students played cat and 
mouse with police cordons 
in central Belgrade Thurs- 
day afternoon. 

As soon as one cordon 
broke up, students would 
start moving but a fresh 
police blockade would 
spring up somewhere else. 

By late evening, they were 
confined to a side street 
where they danced to music 
blaring from a public add- 
ress system. Supporters 
brought tea, coffee, ciga- 
rettes and sandwiches. 

Police manning the cor- 
don apparently got orders to 
leave and the demonstrators 
were free to roam Bel- 
grade's streets. 

Food and drinks were of- 
fered to police cordons and 


some officers accepted. Stu- 
dents chanted, “let's play 
hide-and-seek” and “we're 
having good fun.” 

A young woman walked 
back and forth along one 
cordon carrying a poster 
reading, "unmarried wo- 
men, assault the cordon." 
drawing grins from police. 

Witnesses said several 
people were injured when a 
car ploughed into the col- 
umn of demonstrators but it 
was not clear how it hap- 
pened. 

Cold and tired, most de- 
monstrators went home in 
the early hours. But a group 
of about 50 students went to 
the Serbian government 
building and at 8:30 a.m. 
(0730 GMT) handed over a 
letter demanding an order 
withdrawing police from 
the streets. " 

Watched by police, the 
students stayed on the pave- 
ment and avoided' blocking 
the street Passing traffic 
hooted in support. 

The United States said 
Thursday Mr. Milosevic’s 
recognition of Zajedno's 
victory in Nis did not go far 
enough and he could not 
win world applause by 
"dribbling out minor con- 
cessions.” 

“The Serbian government 
does not have the right to 
grant the opposition victo- 


ries that the opposition won 
on its own in elections.” 
said State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Bums. 

U.S- Assistant Secretary 
Of State John Komblum has 
begun a trip to the Hague. 
Brussels. Sarajevo and Zag- 
reb to discuss issues pertai- 
ning to former Yugoslavia 
including Bosnia's postwar 
reconstruction and the polit- 
ical crisis in Serbia. 

His itinerary deliberately 
excluded Belgrade. 

After a regular meeting of 
U.S. and European Union 
Foreign Ministry officials in 
the Dutch capital he will 
join a meeting in Brussels 
of the contact group on ex- 
Yugoslavia, made up of the 
United States. France. Bri- 
tain, Germany and Russia. 

Paul Poudade, director for 
Continental Europe at the 
French Foreign Ministry, 
had talks with a deputy 
Yugoslav foreign minister 
in Belgrade Friday. No 
details were released. 

Diplomats said Mr. Pou- 
dade's main purpose was to 
urge Mr. Milosevic to heed an 
Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) mission’s confirma- 
tion of the opposition wins. 

Mr. Poudade planned to 
meet Zoran Djindjic. a lea- 
der of Zajedno, in Belgrade 
Friday. 


Japan, Indonesia agree to combat terrorism 


JAKARTA (R) — The lead- 
ers of Japan and Indonesia 
agreed Friday on exchanges 
of intelligence information 
to combat terrorism, and 
also pledged to enhance 
economic and cultural lies 
between their two countries. 

Japanese Prime Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoio's five- 
nation South East Asian 
tour has been overshadowed 
by the crisis in Lima, where 
Peruvian rebels are holding 
hostages in the Japanese 
ambassador’s residence. 

Indonesian State Secreta- 
ry Murdiono said Mr. Ha- 
shimoto had given Indone- 
sian President Suharto a full 
briefing on the Lima situa- 
tion during 90 minutes of 
formal talks at the state 
palace. 

”lt is expected dial intelli- 
gence officials of both 
countries will cooperate 
closely and exchange infor- 
mation to prevent future ter- 
rorist activities." Mr. Mur- 
diono told reporters after 
the meeting. 

During a brier initial mee- 
ting Thursday after Mr. Ha- 
shimoio's arrival from Ma- 
lays ’* -l he and Mr. Suharto 
agreed terrorism must be 
opposed or else the partem 
of violence would continue. 

A Japanese Foreign Mi- 
nistry spokesman told jour- 
nalists Mr. Hashimoto had 
stressed at the Friday meet- 
ing the need for internation- 
al action to counter terror- 
ism. 

The spokesman said Mr. 
Suharto had accepted an 
invitation from Hashimoto 
to visit Japan. No date was 
mentioned. 

Mr. Murdiono said that 



Japanese Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto (right) talks with Indonesian President 
Suharto (left! accompanied by their intertpreters in Jakarta’s State Palace Friday. 
Mr. Hashimoto is on a three-day visit to discuss bilateral, regional and global issues 
(Reuter photo) 


during their Friday session, 
they agreed to expand eco- 
nomic and cultural rela- 
tions. while Mr. Hashimoto 
also offered Japanese exper- 
tise in overcoming environ- 
mental problems. 

The Japanese spokesman 
said Tokyo highly regarded 
Indonesia's economic and 
social development. 

‘‘Japan remains commit- 
ted to stable economic and 
social development in In- 
donesia.” he said when 
asked for a reaction to re- 
cent disturbances in Indo- 
nesia and their possible 
effect on investment. 

Japan is Indonesia's big- 
gest trading partner and aid 
donor, with investment last 


year of nearly S7.0 billion. 

The spokesman said Mr. 
Hashimoto had emphasised 
Japan's desire to work to- 
gether with members of the 
Association of South East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) — 
which marks its 30th an- 
niversary tb : s year — as the 
world enters the 21st century. 

The prime minister's tour 
is taking him on a swing 
through ASEAN members 
Brunei. Malaysia. Indone- 
sia. Vietnam and Singapore. 
He visited the other two 
members. Thailand and the 
Philippines, last year. 

“Japan wants to broaden 
ties with ASEAN coun- 
tries.” the spokesman said. 

Diplomats earlier said 


Tokyo was seeking to move 
its relations with South East 
Asia beyond mainly eco- 
nomic ties. It was also look- 
ing at ways to adjust its 
Overseas Development Aid 
(ODA) to better serve the 
needs of individual coun- 
tries in the region. 

Hashimoto is due to leave 
Jakarta for Vietnam Satur- 
day and then visit Singapore 
before heading home. 

An embassy official de- 
nied Tokyo market rumours 
that the prime minister 
would cut short his tour due 
to the fall in the stock mar- 
ket there. 

There is no change in the 
schedule.” the official told 
Reuters. 


Sri Lanka counts the dead after huge Tiger onslaught 


COLOMBO l AFP) — Sri 
Lankan troops kept up a 
major search Friday a day 
after Tamil Tiger guerrillas 
stormed two military bases, 
leaving S00 combatants 
dead or wounded on both 
sides, officials here said. 

Security forces recovered 
the bodies of over 60 sol- 
diers killed in Thursday's 
pre-dawn assault on the Pa- 
ranthan and Elephant Pass 
army camps, but sporadic 
clashes continued in the 
region, officials said. 

”A major search is now 
underway to assess the da- 
mage and look for victims.” 
a military official here said. 
"There are small groups of 
Tigers who are still con- 
fronting troops." 

However, there were no 
immediate reports of casu- 
alties in the renewed fight- 
ing with guerrillas of the 
separatist Liberatio n Tig ers 
of Tamil Edam (LTTE), a 
military spokesman here 
said. 

The clandestine radio of 


the LTTE, the Voice of Ti- 
gers said Friday that the mi- 
litary suffered heavy losses 
in Thursday's offensive, the 
worst against security for- 
ces in six months. 

The Tigers gave no fig- 
ures for their own casualties 
or those of the security 
forces. The Tigers said they 
destroyed artillery gun posi- 
tions of the security* forces 
at Paranthan. 

The Defence Ministry* in a 
brief statement said that 500 
Tiger guerrillas were either 
killed or wounded in the 
main fighting that lasted for 
nearly seven hours. 

Government losses have 
been placed at 232 soldiers 
wounded and at least 60 
killed. ’The figure of our 
own troops killed in action 
is likely to increase as the 
search is still going on.” the 
Defence Ministry said. 

Most of the military' casu- 
alties were due to 122-mil- 
limetre long range artillery 
guns fired by the Tigers, 
officials said. 


Air force helicopter gun 
ships and fixed wing planes 
were deployed to hit rebel 
concentrations, officials 
said. The guerrillas were 
suspected to have targeted 
artillery batteries at the two 
bases located in hostile ter- 
rain. 

However, the Defence Mi- 
nistry’ said guerrillas with- 
drew without being able to 
take away the guns with 
them. The security forces 
themselves disabled nine 
artillery pieces, officials 
said. 

Military analysts said the 
massive aitack against gov- 
ernment forces shows the 
v ul nerabi lity of troops 
stretched thinly in hostile 
territory of the island's 
north. 

Security’ forces have 
spread themselves over a 
large area following the 
capture of the LTTE’s main 
bastion of Jaffna and the 
key towns that that were 
under rebel control. 

Tiger guerrillas have been 


confined to the vast jungle 
tracks of the island’s north 
and parts of the eastern 
province but the group has 
retained its military machin- 
ery to stage spectacular hit- 
and-run attacks. 

The latest Tiger offensive 
was the worst against secu- 
rity forces in the north of the 
country since Tiger guerril- 
las wiped out an entire army 
garrison of 1 .200 troopers in 
July at the north-eastern 
town of Mullaitivu. 

The latest Tiger action in 
the north of the country came 
even as elite array comman- 
dos kept up a search and 
destroy mission against the 
rebels in the eastern district 
of Battic aloa. 

The LTTE is leading a 
drawn out guerrilla war to 
establish an independent 
homeland for the country's 
two million Tamil minority 
concentrated in the northern 
and eastern regions. 

More than 50,000 people 
have been killed in fighting 
in the past 24 years. 


The leader of the opposition coalition Zajedno Vuk Drazkovic makes the Serbian three-fingers victory sign during 
a protest against election rigging in Belgrade Thursday. Belgrade police appeared to have backed off from a show- 
down Thursday and dismantled a cordon line facing Serbian student protesters who had vowed not to leave until 
the police did (Reuter photo) 

Sol ana. Kremlin hints that Yeltsin’s 
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WASHINGTON (R) — 
NATO Secretary-General 
Javier Solana met Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton and other 
top U.S. officials Thursday 
and discussed efforts to 
forge a special relationship 
between the alliance and 
Russia. 

Me. Solana later jold 
reporters he hoped to make 
progress during a visit to 
Moscow beginning Jan. 19 
for talks on a proposed new 
charter between Russia and 
the Western alliance, 
stressing that ‘it is not an 
easy process.” 

“I hope to make prog- 
ress” in Moscow’, Mr. Sola- 
na said at a Pentagon photo 
opportunity with Defence 
Secretary William Perry. 
“It is not an easy process, 
but with tenacity, with 
good will. I am sure we 
will be able to overcome 
the difficulties and have 
something on track before 
the summit.” 

He referred to a summit 
meeting of NATO leaders 
in July. 

Russia has raised strong 
objections to the alliance's 
plan to accept new member 
states from Eastern and 
Central Europe and Is de- 
manding participation in 
future NATO decisions on 
key issues that affect Mos- 
cow's security. 

The White House said 
Thursday Mr. Clinton sent 
a get-well note to Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin, 
who was admitted to hospi- 
tal with early symptoms of 
pneumonia Wednesday. 

White House spokesman 
Mike McCurry said the 
note extended the best 
wishes of Mr. Clinton and 
bis wife. Hillary, for a 
speedy recovery. 

A senior U.S. official stud 
the White House meeting 
was focused mostly on 
plans for a special relation- J 
ship between Russia and 
the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) j 
ahead of Mr. Solana's trip , 
ro Moscow for talks with 
Russian Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov. 

The U.S. official said the 
plans for the special rela- 
'ionship were not yet at the 
itage of writing a draft 
charter. 

“We believe that the 
Russian Federation has a 
definite role to play in the 
security architecture of 
Europe in the post-cold war 
era. and we think that 
because NATO is the linch- 
pin of our security ... 
Formalising a relationship 
Between Europe and 
Russia will bring greater 
security and stability to the 
continent.” the official 
said. 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
Kremlin indicated Friday 
that President Boris Yel- 
tsin's bout of pneumonia 
may still worsen, amid 
reports that his condition is 
more serious than previous- 
ly admitted as he spent a 
third day in hospital. 

“According to his doctors 
it is too early to say that the 
illness has peaked." a 
Kre mlin statement said. 

However, Mr. Yeltsin was 
ex amin ed early Friday and 
found to be "breathing more 
easily" and coughing less, 
the statement said. His tem- 
perature and blood pressure 
were stable. 

A- source at the Central 
Clinical Hospital, where 
Mr. Yeltsin was being treat- 
ed, told Echo Moscow radio 
that Yeltsin was suffering 
from relatively serious 
pneumonia in both lungs. 

The Kremlin neither con- 
firmed nor denied the 
report. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who returned 
to work on Dec. 23 after 
recuperating from quintuple 
heart bypass surgery on 
Nov. 5, was hospitalised 
Wednesday for what the 
Kremlin said at first was a 
“bad cold.” 

Officials later said they 
had detected signs of pneu- 
monia, but that Mr. Yeltsin, 
who turns 66 next month, 
was not in danger. 

Echo Moscow's hospital 
source said that Mr. Yel- 
tsin's double pneumonia 
was diagnosed Wednesday 
and that he would need to 
spend at least a week in hos- 
pital. 

Mr. Yeltsin probably be- 
gan developing pneumonia 


as early as Jan. 4. but 
despite doctors' advice he 
went ahead with a govern- 
ment meeting on Jan. 6 to 
discuss Russia’s position on 
NATO expansion into 
Eastern Europe.' the medical 
source said. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s temperature 
was being kept artificially 
low by doctors, he added. 

Alexander Gagman, a ge- 
neral practitioner at the 
Russian Academy of Scien- 
ces Polyclinic, told AFP that 
a double pneumonia was 
“without doubt a great risk 
to his life.” 

At least two weeks in hos- 
pital and two weeks of 
recovery will be needed. be 
said. 

The political damage may 
be even harder to cure. 

Mr. Yeltsin had been hop- 
ing to relaunch bis presiden- 
cy after more than a year 
which included three heart 
attacks and frequent ab- 
sences from work. 

He immediately entered a 
busy programme of meeting 
foreign leaders to reassert 
authority. 

But opponents have des- 
cribed his latest health set- 
back — and the indications 
that it may be more serious 
than the Kremlin is admit- 
ting — as Mr. Yeltsin’s 
political death. 

Alexander Lebed, sacked 
by Mr. Yeltsin as national 
security adviser, has taken 
advantage of the develop- 
ment to push his campaign 
for the presidency. 

He publicly called for Mr. 
Yeltsin's resignation, accus- 
ing him of being unfit to 
govern, and Thursday he 
announced: “I am ready to 


win these elections.” 

If Yeltsin were to die or 
step down. Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin 
would take over as acting 
president while new elec- 
tions were organised within 
three months. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin was 
briefly acting president dur- 
ing Mr. Yeltsin’s heart 
surgery, with control over 
Russia's vast nuclear arse- 
nal. 

Officially. Mr. Yeltsin is 
still in command of the 
arsenal while he lies in hos- 
pital. 

Dr. Gagman said that the 
comeback in December 
■may have been too ambi- 
tious after such a gruelling 
bout of heart surgery. 

“The president should 
have remained in quaran- 
tine after his operation. He 
appeared in public too 
quickly, raising the risks of 
contamination. But it’s in 
his character to get up 
straight after the operation,” 
Dr. Gagman said. 

“It’s "unprecedented for 
someone to get up less than 
a week ~fter the operation 
and then begin to work.” 
Izvestia daily’s analyst 
Stepan Kiselev wrote that 
despite the Kremlin spin 
doctors’ attempts to show 
Mr. Yeltsin bouncing back 
to form “you can't pull the 
wool over people's eyes.” 
“The television viewer 
had the first suspicion that 
something was wrong with 
the president when pictures 
were shown of his meeting 
with the German Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl (Satur- 
day): The Russian president 
was clearly in a bad way.” 


S. Korean court issues arrest 
warrants for strike leaders 


SEOUL (R) — Brushing 
aside the threat of all-out 
strikes and appeals by an 
international labour group, 
a South Korean court Friday 
issued arrest warrants for 
seven strike leaders huddled 
in a Seoul cathedral. 

Militant leaders of die Ko- 
rean Confederation of Trade 
Unions bave warned that 
any attempt to seize them 
will trigger nationwide 
work stoppages, including a 
public sector shutdown. 

It was not immediately 
clear whether police would 
attempt to storm the 
grounds of Myongdong 
Cathedral, where the seven 
are sheltering in freezing 
conditions inside a ram- 
shackle tent. 

Earlier, confederation Pre- 
sident Kwon Young-Kil and 
six deputies rebuffed police 
trying to deliver a summons 
for them to appear in court. 

State prosecutors had 
asked for the arrest of the 
seven on charges of obs- 
tructing business by staging 
illegal strikes over the intro- 
duction of a new labour law 
that allows worker layoffs 
for the first time. 

The judge first said he 
wanted to question them but 


issued the warrants after 
they refused to show up. 

Police investigators sup- 
ported by several hundred 
riot police burst into con- 
federation headquarters 
shortly* before midnight 
Thursday and carted away 
documents. 

“If any of the seven, inc- 
luding myself, are arrested, 
we have orders to start in- 
tensive strikes immediate- 
ly.*’ Mr. Kwon told a news 
conference before the war- 
rants were issued. 

In the southeast city of 
Ulsan. a worker was in crit- 
ical condition after setting 
fire to himself during a 
clash between strikers from 
the Hyundai Group and riot 
police, a Hyundai union of- 
ficial and hospital spokes- 
man said. 

Three others were hurt 
during the incident. It was 
the first serious injury re- 
ported since strikes erupted 
on Dec. 26 when the labour 
bill was rammed through 
parliament. 

Hyundai workers have 
been at the forefront of 
strikes that the confedera- 

iqo non S ^ . bmu 8>« out 
190,000 of its 500,000 

members. The Labour Mi- 


nistry says only 70.000 
workers are out. 

A Myongdong Church 
official urged government 
and union leaders to com- 
promise, saying “democra- 
cy is the result of talks and 
cooperation.” 

Leaders of the Brussels- 
based International Confe- 
deration of Free Trade Un- 
ions (ICFTU) were due to 
arrive Saturday to try to per- 
suade the government to 
scrap a law they say is a 
step towards greater repres- 
sion. 

The ICFTU has urged 
South Korea not to arrest 
the seven. 

Minister for Labo ur Jin 
Nyum rejected ICFTU criti- 
cisms and said no other | 
country had been awarding 
annual 15 per cent pay 
increases while still suffer- 
ing from violent industrial 
strife. 

“There is no customer in 
the world who wants robuy 
products out of plants where 
petrol bombs fly because ot j 
violent labour disputes,” he 
told a news conference. 

“There is nothing in “ c 

new law that worsens the 

rights of workers,” 
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I Frank Sinatra 
suffers heart 
attack, 
returns to 
hospital 

Xos ANGELES (R> — 
Irank Sinatra suffered a 
..Heart attack and was rushed 
^to. hospital Thursday — the 
,lhird time in two months 
the entertainer known to 
^bis fans as “ol' blue eyes” 
Has been admitted to a 

centre- 

; *-J 4, He appears to have had 

uncomplicated heart at- 
tack and is undergoing 
iteSK, observation and treat- 
'flient,’' Sinatra’s Doaor 
cRcx Kennamer said in a 
j§tatement. 

; ?;p.‘His prognosis is good.” 
physician said of the 
.^legendary 81 -year-old sin- 
^ger and Oscar-winning rao- 

■ vne actor. 

_ Charlie Lahaie, a spokes- 
' woman for the Cedars-Si- 
oai Medical Centre said Si- 
natra was brought in by pa- 
ramedics. accompanied by 
his wife Barbara. She said 
Sinatra was in a regular 
room at the hospital and 
not in the intensive care 
unit. 

The entertainer had been 
released only 48 hours ear- 
lier from the same Beverly 
Hills facility after spending 
Monday night there for an 
undisclosed reason. 

His publicist Susan Rey- 
nolds declined at the rime 
to say why Sinatra was in 
the hospital and refused to 
say Thursday whether it 
. may have been connected 
: to his -apparent heart attack. 
He also spent eight days 
in Cedars-Sinai last No- 
vember after being admit- 
. ted for a pinched nerve and 
later developing pneumo- 
nia. 

In an interview last 
month his daughter Nancy 
.Sinatra said that when 
asked what he wanted for 
-j6fcmstmas<rtb& singer ^p- 
3 fieri,: “another. Christmas.” 

In recent years, heuhas 
suffered various health 
problems. 

. In November 1986. Si- 
natra underwent an emer- 
gency operation to remove 
a foot-long piece of his 
large intestine. In March 
1 994, he collapsed on stage 
from heat exhaustion in 
Richmond, midway 

through My Way and was 
in the hospital briefly. 

And in November 1995. 
when musicians spanning a 
. half century from Tony 
Bennett to Bob Dylan and 
Bruce Springsteen joined 
together to wish him a hap- 
py 80th birthday, Sinatra 
appeared disoriented and 
off-key when singing his 
signature song New York, 
New York. 

Backstage, he wise- 
cracked with reporters, but 
wife Barbara took him 
firmly by the hand to lead 
him out the room as his 
conversation rambled. 

Since he took the micro- 
phone as a skinny 20-year- . 
old at the Rustic Cabin 
Roadhouse in Englewood, 
New Jersey, in August 
1937, Sinatra has rewritten 
the history of popular mu- 
sic. 

He cut his first record — 
From The Bottom Of My 
Heart and Melancholy 
Mood — in 1939 with the 
Harry James Orchestra. 
Since then he had such 
_hits as Witchcraft”, I Get A 
; JCick Out Of You, The 
.. Lady Is A Tramp. Chicago, 
.’It Was A Very Good Year, 

_ Strangers In The Night and 
two songs he has made his 
own — My Way And New 
York, New York. 

In addition to a recording 
career, which stretched 
from the big band years 
when he was an idol of 
teenage “bobby-soxers," to 
recent duets with the likes 
of Bo no and Elton John, 
Sinatra has made some 50 
movies ranging from the 
dramatic — The Man With 
The Golden Arm (1956) 
and The Manchurian Can- 

■ didate (1962) — to musi- 
cals such as Guys And 
Dolls (1956), High Society 
(1956) and Pal Joey 

41957 ). 

He won the 1953 Oscar 
for best supporting actor in 
Prom Here To Eternity and 
JVas nominated for best 
fetor playing a drug addict 
m The Man With The 
Golden Arm. 



Japan oil spill heads for 
nuclear power plants 


Workers use cranes to clear oil spills polluting Katano Beach in northwestern Japan 
Friday. The oil from an ageing Russian tanker which broke up and sank eight days 
ago iu stormy weather in the Sea of Japan has washed np along 450 kilometres of 
coastline, making it one of Japan’s worst oil pollution accidents (Reuter photo) 


TOKYO (R) — One of the 
worst oil spills in Japan’s 
history spread across a 
widening swathe of coast- 
line Friday and posed po- 
tential problems for a string 
of nuclear reactors along 
the waterfront. 

The 15 reactors, the big- 
gest concentration of nuc- 
lear power plants in the 
world, rely on seawater to 
cool the system and avoid a 
meltdown. 

The oil from an ageing 
Russian tanker which broke 
up and sank eight days ago 
in stormy weather in the Sea 
of Japan has washed up 
along 450 kilometres of 
coastline, m aking it one of 
Japan’s worst oil pollution 
accidents. 

The plants include Monju, 
the world’s second-] aigest 
fast-breeder reactor. Fast- 
breeder reactors produce 
more plutonium than they 
consume. 

Japan, which already re- 
lies on nuclear plants for 
nearly one-third of its po- 
wer, regards them as a pillar 
of its energy policy into the 
2lst century. 

Several nuclear power 
plant operators said the 
slicks were about 10 kilo- 


metres off the coastline and 
they were erecting oil fen- 
ces in case the slicks contin- 
ued towards shore. 

They said operations 
would not be affected if the 
oil stayed near the surface. 
The intake pipes are set 
about five metres below sea 
level. 

A spokesman for Kansai 
Electric Power Co, which 
operates 1 1 reactors around 
Wakasa Bay, said die reac- 
tors were operating as usual 
and they had no plans to 
lower their power produc- 
tion. 

“"We have set up oil fences 
and the pipe pulling in wa- 
ter is four to seven metres 
below the sea surface. If the 
oil enters the coolant pipes, 
ir could lower the cooling 
effect, but it is unlikely that 
a large amount of oil would 
enter the system,” a spokes- 
man told Reuters. 

Authorities still do not 
know the extent of the leak- 
age from the 13,157-tonne 
tanker Nakhodka, built 26 
years ago, which was carry- 
ing 19,000 tonnes (133,000 
barrels) of fuel oil. 

They initially estimated 
3,700 tonnes (26,000 bar- 
rels) of oil spilled but now 


believe this figure is far too 
low. 

The 31 -man crew on the 
tanker, which broke in two, 
were rescued but the cap- 
tain is missing and pre- 
sumed dead. 

Japan's Fisheries Agency 
says shellfish and seaweed 
growing operations have 
been badly damaged and 
fear the oil could harm off- 
shore net and bottom fish- 
ing for shrimp and crabs. 

The bow of the tanker has 
washed up on rocks in 
Mikuni, a fishing town of 
20,000 people which has 
beeD devastated by the spill. 

The stem, where .two- 
thirds of the oil was stored, 
sank about 115 kilometres 
offshore and much of the oil 
now leaking from there has 
not yet even reached shore. 

The shoreline threatened 
by the spill spans six prefec- 
tures on the Sea of Japan, 
stretching from around 
Kyoto to the Noto peninsu- 
la. the Fisheries Agency 
said in a statement 

The area includes some of 
Japan's most fertile fishing 
areas as well as small ports 
and tourist resorts. 

Meanwhile, the top civil 
servant in charge of cleanup 


operations for the oil spills 
lost both his feet and an arm 
Friday when he fell in front 
of a speeding subway train, 
a police spokesman said. 

The spokesman told Reu- 
ters that police were mysti- 
fied about how Kazuo Wa- 
tanabe, 50, director of Ja- 
pan's Marine Pollution and 
Waste Management Office, 
fell on to the tracks at Cen- 
tral Tokyo's Awajicho Sta- 
tion. 

“We know he wasn’t 
pushed or knocked and we 
are interviewing people 
about what happened,” the 
spokesman said. 

The incident during the 
morning commuter period 
stopped trains on the busy 
Mamnouchi Line for nearly 
one hour, making many 
people late for work. 

Mr. Waranabe was uncon- 
scious in hospital in serious 
condition, the spokesman 
added. 

An environment agency 
official told Reuters that 
Mr. Watanabe had been 
working almost non-stop 
since Jan. 2. when the Rus- 
sian tanker broke in two in 
stormy weather in the Sea 
of Japan. 


Primakov warns Chechenya may soon break away 


MOSCOW (R) — Che- 
chenya could soon break 
away from Russia unless 
the government moves 
quickly to block the pro- 
cess. Foreign Minister Yev- 
geny Primakov said Thurs- 
day. 

“There is a real threat that 
Chechenya could split from 
Russia,” Russian news 
agencies quoted Mr. Prima- 
kov as telling a cabinet 
meeting. 

The major task for the 
•Russian government and 
other bodies is “to think 
about it now and not let this 
happen,” R1A news agency 
quoted him as saying. 

The rebel mainly -Muslim 
region is due to hold presi- 
dential elections on Jan. 27 
folio wingr a 21 -month con- 
flict between Russia and 
Chechen separatist fighters 
which ended in August. 

Russian officals have sup- 
ported die elections even 
though the main candidates, 
most of whom headed the 
armed resistance in the 
bloody conflict, insist on 
Chechenya's independence. 


Interfax quoted Mr. Pri- 
makov as saying the go- 
vernment could help pre- 
vent a split by streamlining 
relations with the states of 
the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference and the Che- 
chen diaspora in various re- 
gions of Russia and over- 
seas. 

Moscow said Sunday it 
had withdrawn all the 
troops it sent to Chechenya 
two years ago to stop it 
splitting from Russia. Tens 
of thousands of people, 
mainly civilians, died in the 
war. 

But it is sticking by its 
insistence that Chechenya 
must remain pan of Russia, 
both to stop other ethnic 
groups from pressing for 
autonomy and to keep a grip 
on the lucrative oil pipeline 
which runs through the 
rebellious north Caucasus. 

Meanwhile, fifteen minis- 
ters in Chechenya’s interim 
government reportedly 
offered to resign Tliursday 
to protest the sacking of a 
key government figure 
accused of taking a partisan 


position in upcoming elec- 
tions. 

The mass protest was 
sparked by Interim Presi- 
dent Zelimkhan Yandarbi- 
yev’s sacking Wednesday of 
the Minister for Links With 
Russia and the Common- 
wealth of Independent 
States. Ruslan Kutayev, In- 
terfax News Agency said. 

Mr. Yandartnyev, who is 
seeking to renew his term in 
the Jan. 27 presidential elec- 
tions, accused Mr. Kutayev 
of actively helping his chief 
rival, 'Aslan Maskhadov, the 
Chechens' war time chief of 
staff.’ 

Under the election rules, 
all candidates for president 
have to.give up their current 
posts in the interim govern- 
ment, except for Mr. Yan- 
darbiyev. 

Mr. Kutayev had close 
links to Mr. Maskhadov 
throughout the war and his 
National Independence Par- 
ty has given its support to 
Mr. Maskhadov ’s candida- 
cy. 

The five main contenders 
in the presidential race were 


all part of the rebel leader- 
ship during the 21-month 
war and have denied that 
their competition for the top 
post now is causing splits. 

But die row over Mr. 
Kutayev added further 
weight to the impression 
that their wartime unity is 
under strain. 

Mr. Maskhadov is seen as 
the favourite to unseat Mr. 
Yandarbiyev. 

Echo Moscow radio quot- 
ed unidentified sources as 
saying Thursday that anoth- 
er chief candidate, wartime 
spokesman Movladi Udu- 
gov, would stand down and 
endorse Mr. Maskhadov. 

As the first post-war Che- 
chen leader Mr. Maskhadov 
would have the difficult job 
of trying to restore Che- 
chenya’s shattered infra- 
structure and economy and 
continue negotiations with 
Russia over the republic's 
independence drive. 

Under a peace accord, the 
Russians have agreed to pull 
out and . both sides have 
frozen the question of politi- 
cal status for up to five years. 


Former spy’s memoir lifts curtain on CIA 


WASHINGTON (R) — An 
explosive new book by a 
former top Central Intelli- 
gence Agency (CIA) offi- 
cial provides an unflattering 
peek at the spy agency and 
suggests Israel was a treach- 
erous ally during the Pa- 
nama canal negotiations. 

Entitled A Spy For All 
Seasons — My Life In The 
CIA, the 430-page memoir 
was written by Duane Clar- 
ridge, who rose to the top 
echelon of the CIA in the 
course of a 33-year career in 
the agency’s supersecret 
clandestine service. 

One of its most jarring 
disclosures concerns a Pa- 
namanian military unit that 
Mr. Clanidge considered 
using as part of U.S. coun- 
ter-terrorism operations in 
the 1980s, and the role of 
Israel — then and now the 
largest recipient of U.S. 
Foreign aid by far — in 
training it. 

‘The unit 1 was interested 
in had actually been devel- 
oped by the Israelis during 
the Carter administration at 
the time of the Panama Ca- 
nal crisis. In the event that 
the negotiations with the 
United States failed, the 


unit would sabotage the ca- 
nal ” he writes. 

Mr. Clarridge’s reference 
is to U.S. negotiations with 
Panama in the late 1970s 
over the future of the canal 
that resulted in treaties re- 
quiring the United States to 
cede control of the strategic 
waterway to the Panaman- 
ians by the end of 1 999. 

But Israel's alleged assis- 
tance to Panama in that ins- 
tance might have been pay- 
back for alleged U.S. deal- 
ings during a 1976 crisis in 
Lebanon with the Palestin- 
ian who planned and led the 
1972 Munich massacre of 
Olympic athletes. 

“The situation in Beirut 
had deteriorated, and to 
evacuate everyone (at the 
U.S. embassy) safely out of 
the city was going to take 
some real doing. Through 
an intermediary, we estab- 
lished a relationship with 
Ali Hassan Salameh (Aka 
Abu Hassan) of A1 Fateh,” 
Mr. Clarridge writes, adding 
the Black September leader 
wound up covering the U.S. 
pullout to signal his fac- 
tion's desire for better rela- 
tions with Washington. 

But the shifting alliances 


described in the book are 
only part of its eyebrow- 
raising. sometimes uninten- 
tionally comical content. 

Among other things, 
Clarridge also discloses: 

— Thai in order to pro- 
vide food, arms and ammu- 
nition to U.S. -backed contra 
rebels fighting Nicaragua’s 
leftist Sandinista govern- 
ment in the mid-1980s, the 
CIA “acquired a number of 
Honduran mules, hoping 
the guerrillas would use 
them to establish caches of 
supplies inside Nicaragua." 

“Once inside the country, 
She guerrillas ate the mules” 
Mr. Clarridge writes. 

— That the CIA posi- 
tioned a yacht off Grenada a 
few days before U.S. forces 
stormed that island in 1983 
to serve as a communica- 
tions link with CIA agents 
in Grenada. “However, the 
U.S. Navy shooed all of the 
private yachts out of the 
area, and we were unable to 
coordinate quickly enough 
with the navy to allow our 
yacht to remain in place,” 
he writes. 

Mr. Clanidge became 
entangled in the Iran-contra 
scandal — a Reagan admin- 


istration embarrassment that 
involved trading arms for 
U.S. hostages held by pro- 
Iranian militants in Lebanon 
— and resigned under pres- 
sure from the CIA in 1988. 

A federal grand jury later 
indicted him on peijiny 
charges lodged by the Iran- 
contra special prosecutor, 
but George Bush, in one of 
his last acts as president, 
pardoned Mr. Clarridge and 
several others caught up in 
the case before they stood 
trial. 

Clearly embittered by that 
experience, Mr. Clamdge is 
disdainful of the conduct of 
some of his CIA colleagues 
during the Iran-contra 
probe, including former 
CIA Director William 
Webster, whom he des- 
cribes as “a lightweight ... 
with no semblance of moral 
or political fiber.” 

Mr. Clamdge is also con- 
temptuous of John Deutch. 
who has led the CIA since 
1994, claiming that Mr. 
Deutch has bowed to pres- 
sure to strip the CIA of its 
cloak-and-dagger capabili- 
ties. 


Tajik warlord remains in Tursunzade, official says 


DUSHANBE (R) — The rebel commander of the Tajik 
government’s elite armoured brigade has not quit the alu- 
minium producing town of Tursunzade as promised, a 
senior government official said Friday. 

“He has not left Tursunzade " Zafar Saidov, spokesman 
for Tajik President lmomali Rakhmonov said of the com- 
mander. Colonel Makhmud Khudoyberdyev. 

“He has moved only some of his armour back to (the 
nearby town of) Sbakhrinau.” Mr, Saidov told Reuters in 
the Tajik capital Dushanbe. 

Col. Khudoyberdyev, who led an armed revolt against the 
government in February last year, moved troops and ta nks 
into Tursunzade, 45' kilometres west of Dushanbe, 
Wednesday to disarm local strongman Kodir Abdulayev. 

He said he would leave the town Thursday. 


The colonel’s move has alarmed Mr. Rakhmonov’s shaky 
administration, which said Col. Khudoyberdyev acted 
without orders. 

“His actions were illegal,” said Mr. Saidov. “We hope he 
obeys orders and returns to barracks.” 

Mr. Saidov said negotiations between the commander and 
the Government were continuing Friday. 

The government of the remote former Soviet republic, 
which borders Afghanistan and China, is currently trying to 
negotiate an end to a bitter four-year civil war with Islamist 
opposition guerrillas. 

A ceasefire appears to be holding but Col. Khudoy- 
berdyev’s actions and a spate of shootings and bombings in 
the capital last week have sparked fears for the country’s 
fragile peace. 


It’s official — Clinton, Gore won 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Two months and four days 
after November's U.S. ejec- 
tion. the outcome is now of- 
ficial: President Bill Clinton 
and Vice-President A1 Gore 
won. 

Their victory margin: 379 
electoral votes to' 159 for 
Republicans Bob Dole and 
Jack Kemp and none for 
anyone else. 

This was duly certified 
and announced for the re- 
cord. and for really finicky 
historians, Thursday at a 
25-minute jojnL session of 
'Congress. , There,' as re- 
quired by the U.S. Consti- 
tution, the votes cast by 
members of the Electoral 
College in December were 
read and counted. 

Under the indirect U.S. 
election system that confus- 
es people every four years, 
the electors from each of 
the 50 stales were chosen 
on Nov. 5 when Americans 
voted for slates pledged to 
either Democrats Clinton 
and Gore, Republicans 


Dole and Kemp or any of 
the many other candidates. 

There are a total of 538 
electors, with each state 
getting the same number as 
represented in its congres- 
sional delegation plus three 
for Washington, D.C. 

Only a handful of House 
and Senate members were 
present as the certificates of 
electoral votes from all over 
were opened and read. 

The public galleries were 
half empty but attendence 
may have been hurt by 
snow , that hit Washington 
Thursday morning. 

Mr. Gore, in his role as 
presiding officer of the Se- 
nate and chairman of the 
meeting, got to read the re- 
sults. 

They were the same as 
widely calculated and re- 
ported on election night, 
379-159. 

Reform Party leader Ross 
Perot and other presidential 
candidates did not win any 
electoral votes. 

“This announcement shall 


be deemed a sufficent dec- 
laration of the persons elec- 
ted president and vice pres- 
ident of the United States, 
each for the term beginning 
on the 20th day of the 
January, 1997, and shall be 
entered together with a list 
of the votes on the journals 
of the Senate and House of 
Representatives.” Mr. Gore 
intoned, reading the tradi- 
tional script. 

Although famous for a 
wooden speaking style, not 
even he actually talks like 
that 

Mr. Clinton will be 
sworn-in for a second term 
as president on inauguration 
day. January 20. 

The Electoral College was 
established by the constitu- 
tion in 1789. Proposals are 
made after each presidential 
election to abolish it and 
use the popular vote, but 
that would require a consti- 
tutional amendment and 
none has ever been app- 
roved. 


Freed former Bangladeshi leader 
vows to pursue political career 


DHAKA (R) — Former 
Bangladesh President Hos- 
sain Mohammad Ershad, 
freed from jail Thursday, 
said he would soon resume 
an active political life. 

He denied opposition cha- 
rges that his freedom was 
the result of a deal between 
his Jatiya Party and the rul- 
ing Awami League of Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina. 

“I did not buy my free- 
dom through anyone’s mer- 
cy or by alliance with any- 
one,” Mr. Ershad told re- 
porters ai his home. 

“I am proud that I have 
come out (of jail) by using 
law. And I am thankful to 
this government for allow- 
ing law to take its right 
course,” he said, tears of joy 
trickling down his clean- 
shaven face. 

Thousands of cheering 
supporters earlier greeted 
Mr. Ershad with flowers as 
he walked from jail to free- 
dom Thursday. 

“Justice has prevailed,” 
shouted one as Mr. Ershad 
walked through the prison 
gates, smiling and waving. 

~ “I am thankful to the peo- 
ple and grateful Allah. I will 


stay with them and I will 
inarch forward,” Mr. Ershad 
said. 

Mr. Ershad, who faced 19 
charges of corruption, bad 
been in jail since he was 
toppled in a people’s upris- 
ing in December 1990. 

His lawyers said Mr. Er- 
shad was granted bail Wed- 
nesday by die Supreme Court 
on the last of a series of cor- 
ruption charges against him. 
It involved the purchase of 
defence radar equipment. 

The opposition Bangla- 
desh Nationalist Party, hea- 
ded by former Prime Minis- 
ter Begum Khaleda Zia. des- 
cribed Gen. Ershad’s free- 
dom as the “outcome of a 
successful conspiracy” bet- 
ween the Jatiya Party and the 
ruling Awami League. 

BNP Secretary-General 
Abdul Manrtan Bhuiyan 
said. “Now that Ershad has 
been freed, there is no need 
to keep any other criminals 
in jail. His freedom proved 
an unholy alliance between 
Ershad and Sheikh Hasina.” 

Jatiya’s deputy leader, 
Mizanur Rahman Chowd- 
hury, said he was glad the 
government of Sheikh 


Hasina “did not interfere 
with law and did not try to 
keep Ershad in prison.” 

Mr. Ershad’s party sup- 
ported Hasina's Awami 
League in forming a gov- 
ernment following the June 
elections. 

“I was a victim of political 
vengeance. One party tried to 
destroy me,” Mr. Ershad said, 
referring to the BNP. 

Mr. Ershad, who seized 
power in a 1982 bloodless 
coup, was sentenced to 23 
years' imprisonment in four 
cases involving possession 
of illegal firearms and cor- 
ruption. 

The High Court last year 
quashed a 10- year sentence 
for the arms offences and 
ershad has appealed against 
the other convictions. 

Mr. Ershad had been in a 
special jail set up near par- 
liament since winning a seat 
in the June elections. 

He won bail last Novem- 
ber, but was only allowed 
access to parliament, in 
what was the most sensa- 
tional case against him — 
the charge of killing Major- 
General Abul Manzur dur- 
ing a 1981 army mutiny. 


29 people killed in U.S. plane crash 


MONROE, Michigan (R) — 
A Delta Comair commuter 
plane slammed into a snow- 
covered field southwest of 
Detroit during a snowstorm 
Thursday, killing all 29 peo- 
ple on board, officials said. 

The plane, an Embraer Bra- 
silia 120 en route to Detroit 
from Cincinnati, crashed in 
Raismviile township about 
10 kilometres west of Mon- 
roe in southeastern Michigan, 
at 3:56 est, (2056 GMT) offi- 
cials said. The crash site was 


about 40 kilometres from 
Detroit 

Cincinnati-based Comair, 
an independent carrier that 
flies commuter routes for 
Delta, said the 30-seat plane 
was carrying 26 passengers 
and three crew members. 

Flight 3272 had been 
cleared for approach to Run- 
way 3 at Detroit Metropoli- 
tan Airport when air traffic 
controllers lost radar contact 
at 3:56. Comair Senior Vice 
President of Marketing 


Charles Curran told a news 
briefing. No distress signals 
were sent, he said. 

“We found nothing that 
would indicate this was no- 
thing but a normal flight,” 
Mr. Curran said. 

Comair said the plane has 
been with the company since 
February 1992 and had its 
most recent maintenance 
checkup on Nov. 20, 1996. Mr. 
Curran denied an earlier report 
rhe plane had been grounded 
earlier for rudder problems. 
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Message of Ramadan 

RAMADAN, THE holiest of all months of the 
Hijri year, has just started with renewed 
faith that observance of its full and compre- 
hensive meaning would uplift man's con- 
cerns and focus of attention from material- 
ism to the wider horizons of spirituality. 
“Fasting” during the month of Ramadan 
should help in the quest for alleviating 
human suffering by mankind be it econom- 
ic. social or political. The spirituality of 
Ramadan, of course, can best be realised 
through prayer, reflection and meditation 
coupled with abstinence not only from dawn 
to sunset but through the remembrance and 
practice of the inner teachings of the holy 
month throughout its days and beyond. 

We have seen time and again, though, how 
many fellow Muslims transform nights into 
days and days into nights merely paying lip 
service to the prescriptions of “fasting;' 
unmindful of the wider and deeper messages 
of spiritual and material self discipline asso- 
ciated with the month. Instead of breaking 
their fasts first and foremost with prayer 
and meditation, on the simplest of nourish- 
ments, many indulge themselves in rich 
foods and drinks as if ending their fast is a 
feast of all feasts. That is not what Ramadan 
is all about. 

We would rather see the month of fasting 
as an occasion to take stock of what we are 
doing with our lives as individuals as well as 
a people and where we are heading or could 
be heading. There are many problems and 
challenges facing our country which could 
be alleviated by heeding the true messages 
of Islam in general and Ramadan in particu- 
lar. At every juncture of our lives there is 
room for religion to play a pivotal role in 
steering our sense of direction. If we take 
poverty amongst us as an example, this is 
just the time to remind ourselves of our com- 
mitments to fellow human beings by extend- 
ing to the less privileged not only alms but 
opportunities for self reliance as well. 

Even as we pursue our democratic path, or 
our economic development or good relations 
with neighbours, our faith contains the nec- 
essary guidelines for the attainment of these 
objectives. Above all. the way we treat each 
other, whether on the immediate family 
level or the extended national level, should 
be motivated and influenced by the message 
or Ramadan. There is no doubt that if 
Ramadan is observed spiritually as well as 
materially, there would be enough self- 
clcansing amongst many of us to make a real 
difference in our lives. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE ISRAELI media propagates lies to the world by 
accusing the Palestinian leadership of dragging its feet 
in its negotiations with Israel on the redeployment of 
Israeli forces in the Hebron region and also by accus- 
ing Egypt of encouraging the Palestinians to be 
adamant in their position and reject the Israeli terms, 
according to Sultan Hattab. a writer for A1 Ra’i. By 
adopting this stand, the Israeli media is hoping to bring 
about American pressure on Egypt to change its pro- 
Palestinian Monce and pressure Yasser Arafat into 
accepting the Israeli terms for a settlement, he said. In 
view of this situation, the writer said that the ball is 
now in the Arab court and the Arab countries should 
embark on particular steps to ensure the continuation of 
the peace process and guarantee the return of Arab 
rights, said the writer. He suggested that the Arab coun- 
tries buck Jordan and Egypt in their support for the 
Palestinian stand and e.xen pressure on the world com- 
munity to force Israel to comply with the requirements 
of peace, and that the Arabs carry out a worldwide 
campaign that would expose Israel's aggressive 
polices. The writer said that the Arabs should provide 
support for the Israeli peace groups which continue to 
oppose Mr. Netanyahu's policies and should allow the 
Arab masses to express their real feelings towards 
Israel and its practices. 

A WRITER for A1 Dustour wondered why the United 
States signed the Oslo. Cairo and Tabu accords between 
the Palestinians and the Israelis while in practice it is 
working against their implementation. What its envoy. 
Dennis Ross, is doing now is not exercising pressure on 
the Netanyahu government to implement these accords 
hut rather ro justify the Israeli government's disregard 
of these agreements, charged Tuher Adwan. The writer 
said the Arabs had thought that Washington's signature 
on the accords would guarantee the success of the 
Middle East peace process, but they were disillusioned 
when faced with the facts on the ground. Should the 
peace process end in failure, the American role and 
Washington's credibility would suffer, he said, adding 
that if the United States is not willing to honour its own 
signature to the accords, it is hoped that the Arab coun- 
tries would take matters into their own hands and find 
the right formula to help them regain their rights. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 


Protest against Israeli trade fair — message 
that peace should be just and comprehensive 

. . . , . . • «= . .-.f n oouit-rfiil blind man led by a bitter crii 


THE PEACEFUL demonstration staged in Amman last 
week by opposition parties, against the convening of an 
Israeli trade fair in Jordan, was no doubt an emphatic 
democratic expression. Given the fierce statements that 
came from the so-called ‘‘national committee for can- 
celling the Israeli trade fair." it was expected that the 
protest in front of the exhibition site would have turned 
nasty. But restrain on the part of the protesters as well as 
the security forces prevailed, and the protesters dispersed 
without any serious incident after six hours. No one was 
arrested or beaten up and no tear gas was used; the only 
sore point, perhaps, was the use of water cannon by police 
to push back protesters who threatened to break the police 
lines at the outset of the demonstration. 

The epispde underlines the growing democratic maturity 
among Jordanians who have come to accept that just as it 
is their right to demonstrate and express their opinion in 
public it is also the right of the security forces of this coun- 
try not to allow any infringement on law and order. 

We have to remember here that the protest action did not 
have the legally required permission from the authorities 
and, by virtue of the relevant legislation, everyone who 
participated in the action was violating the law. regardless 
of the intensity of sentiments. 

Wednesday's peaceful demonstration reminds us of a 
similar event, on May 14, 1990. when at least 20,000 
Jordanians gathered in the Jordan Valley to stage a "peace 
march" to the King Hussein Bridge. The demonstration 


got out of hand simply because the Israeli arrogance, turn- 
ing down Arab and international overtures for peace, was 
simply no longer bearable. A large number of protesters 
were youths, many of them of Palestinian extraction, and 
for them the sight of Palestine across the river from van- 
tage points on the East Bank was their first view of the 
land and too tempting to be controlled by rational argu- 
ments. In the end, tear gas has to be used and live shots 
were fired in the air to disperse the demonstrators who 
tried to break through the police barricade. 

No doubt the popular anger against Israel's hardline 
approach was fuelled and intensified on the eve of last 
week’s protest by the revelation that the Likud-led govern- 
ment of Benyamin Netanyahu was seeking a nearly two- 
year delay in the schedule of Israeli withdrawals from the 
Palestinian territories as stipulated in the Oslo agreements. 
Therefore, many officials were expecting serious trouble. 
The fact that no trouble occurred evidences the acceptance 
by Jordanians of the democracy that dominates their lives 
today. 

Having said that, however, the government will be better 
advised to take note of the political undercurrent that 
emerged from the demonstration. Quite, simply, it showed 
an alliance between the extreme right and the radical left. 
Such a combination is very dangerous for any country. The 
extreme right that controls the streets could be easily 
manipulated by the strategists on the radical left and no 
one could predict what might happen next. The scenario 


would be that of a powerful blind man led by a bitter crip- 
ple who believes in having an eternal axe to grind against 
the establishment. The threat is very much there, and the 
government should be moving in the direction of neutral- 
ising it through winning over the extreme right. 

It is not very hard to assess how mainstream Israelis, 
including the powerful business community, viewed the 
Amman demonstration. For them, it was a clear message 
of the dang*- s inherent in the crooked policies of their 
right-wing government and an emphatic statement that the 
Arabs would not allow themselves to be taken for granted. 

The people of Israel and of course the political leaders of 
Israel need no refreshing courses in the requirements of 
just, comprehensive and durable peace with the Arabs. 
Anyone who argues that Israel's "security" would not be 
guaranteed even if it accepts all the legitimate rights of the 
Arabs is simply feigning sleep. 

It is high time that the Israeli establishment woke up and 
accepted the reality that its continued refusal to recognise 
and honour the territorial and political rights of the Arabs, 
Palestinians, Syrians and Lebanese included, is keeping 
the goal of comprehensive peace in the region elusive. 
Israel cannot hope to be come a part of the Middle Eastern 
order as long as it continues to occupy Arab territories and 
refuses to acknowledge that its “security" would not and 
could not come through the barrel of its big guns. 


A fateful moment in Arab-Israeli diplomacy 


By Thomas L. Friedman 

NEW YORK — This is a 
moment ^of real import in 
Arab-Israeli diplomacy. The 
talks between Israelis and 
Palestinians are poised for 
either a decision that will 
have a huge impacr on their 
relations or for disintegra- 
tion that will have a huge 
impact on the region. 

President Bill Clinton, pay 
attention. The Israeli- 
Palestinian deal over 
Hebron was supposed to be 
just one incremental step on 
the road to final negotia- 
tions. But instead it is turn- 
ing into a mini-version of 
the final negotiations, with 
the .stability of the whole 
region and the Israeli politi- 
cal alignment in the bal- 
ance. 

Put simply, Benyamin 
Netanyahu is afraid of 
where the Hebron deal is 
going to take him, which is 
closer to a Palestinian state, 
and Yasser .Arafat is afraid 
Hebron won’t take him 
where he wants to go, which 
is closer to a Palestinian 
state. So each man is trying 
to cram into Hebron assur- 
ances about what will and 


will not come after HebrOn 
by way of further Israeli 
redeployments on the West 
Bank, and that is where the 
deal has become sruck. 

Both men have good rea- 
son to be worried. Mr. 
Netanyahu is worried 
because he now has a much 
better grasp of how deeply 
rooted the Oslo process is. 


along with it, provided 
Oslo's security provisions 
are implemented, and the 
degree to which Oslo has 
become part of the Middle 
East landscape and can be 
aborted only at a price most 
' Israelis do not want to pay. 

So Mr. Netanyahu's will- 
ingness to withdraw from 
Hebron, in accordance with 


“ Benyamin Netanyahu is afraid of 
where the Hebron deal is going to take 
him, which is closer to a Palestinian 
state, and Yasser Arafat is afraid Hebron 
won y t take him where he wants to go, 
which is closer to a Palestinian state” 


When the right wing was 
out of power in Israel, it got 
to pretend that Oslo did not 
exist. But since his election 
Mr. Netanyahu, and at least 
some of his ministers, have 
come to understand the 
degree to which Oslo has 
become central to Israel's 
integration in the region and 
the world, the degree to 
which the Israeli silent 
majority is ready to go 


Oslo, is not some favour to 
America. It is the rational 
(but grudging) act of a 
politician who understands 
where the majority of his 
people want to go. 

Mr. Netanyahu knows that 
about half of Israelis, those 
on the left who voted 
Labour, already embrace 
Oslo and accept any Hebron 
deal. Another 25 per cent — 
the security hawks to the 


right of centre — voted for 
him because they wanted a 
better Oslo, with stronger 
security, and he has satisfied 
them. He knows that the 
remainder, those on the far 
religious and nationalist 
right, voted for him to 
oppose Oslo, and those he 
has disappointed. 

Recently the Israeli poll- 
ster Hanoch Smith asked 
Israelis; “Are you in favour 
of continuing the peace 
process?" Seventy-five per 
cent said “yes. Therein lies 
Mr. Netanyahu's problem. 

While a majority are 
behind him in doing this 
Hebron deal, many of them 
come from the opposition 
Labour Party, and thus their 
views and their weight are 
not reflected in bis cabinet 

His cabinet reflects only 
the views of those on the 
right who voted for him. and 
they are divided. Some sup- 
port what he is doing in 
Hebron: others think he is 
selling them and their ideol- 
ogy out. 

Mr. Netanyahu is trying to 
overcome the problem by 
saying; I’ll withdraw from 
Hebron to satisfy the major- 
ity that wants the peace 


process to continue, bur I 
won’t commit to all the fur- 
ther redployments in the 
West Bank after Hebron that 
might lead to a Palestinian 
state, to satisfy my ideology. 
He wants to be half-preg- 
nant. 

If Mr. Arafat were smart, 
he would let Netanyahu be 
half-pregnant and sign the 
Hebron deal now. Here is 
why. 

Soon after any Hebron, 
deal, the Jewish right will 
split. Some will go to the 
barricades, but others will 
slowly draw the conclusion 
that important Jewish con- 
servatives, such as Henry 
Kissinger, have ■ already- 
drawn; a Palestinian-state of 
some kind in the West Bank 
and Gaza is inevitable, and a 
smart conservative leader- 
ship in Israel would recog- 
nise that reality and develop 
a conservative approach to 
such a state that would 
shape it in ways most con- 
ducive to Israel's security. 

The latest polls show that 
45 per cent of Israelis 
already accept a Palestinian 
state, and that is without 
Labour or Likud ever hav- 
ing endorsed the idea. 


Mr. Arafat's mistake is 
thinking that Mr. Netanyahu 
is acting under external 
pressure, and thus is vulner- 
able to more Palestinian 
demands. Wrong. Mr. 
Netanyahu has come as far 
as he has because he is act- 
ing under internal pressure 
from an Israeli silent major- 
ity that wants to see Oslo 
continued — because it ~ 
wants separation with secu- 
rity from the Palestinians, 
and integration with pros- 
perity with the world. 

The swift cooperation 
between Israeli and 
Palestinian security services 
to prevent a blowup in 
- Hebron after the shooting 
if; rampage by an Israeli fanar- 
■"ifris just what Israel’s silent 
majority wants. If Mr. 
Arafat can guarantee real 
security like that, day by 
day. he will constantly have 
Mr. Netanyahu under pres- 
sure to take Oslo to its logi- 
cal conclusion. 

If he cannot, no amount of 
promises written into the 
Hebron deal will get the 
Palestinians where they 
want to go. 

International Herald Tribune 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


‘ There can be no peace with Israel until it 
withdraws from all the occupied Arab territories’ 


REVIEWED BY 

ELIA NASRALLAH 

IN THE past week the 
Jordanian dailies focused 
attention on the Israeli 
trade exhibition, the cur- 
rent situation in the 
Middle East, the bus 
explosion in Damascus 
and domestic affairs. 

The popular demonstra- 
tion against the Israeli 
trade exhibition which 
opened Wednesday was 
successful by all” stan- 
dards and the organisers 
have achieved their pur- 
pose. according to Taher 
Adwan. a writer for A1 
Dustour. 

The fact that represen- 
tatives of the trade unions 
and political parties of all 
shades took part in the 
protest reflects the over- 
whelming popular rejec- 
tion of the idea of nor- 
malising trade or other 
relations with the Jewish 
state which continues to 
commit atrocities against 
the Arab Nation, said the 
writer. 

There was no need for 
more than a few hundreds 
to stage the demonstra- 
tion against the Israeli 
exhibition because these 
hundreds represented the 
millions of people in 
Jordan who reject nor- 
malisation with Israel 
which is ruled by extrem- 
ist groups bent on reviv- 
ing the cycle of violence 
in the region, he added. 


The writer said there 
can be no peace with 
Israel until it withdraws 
from ail the occupied 
Arab territories and 
recognises the rights of 
the Arab people in their 
homeland- 

The national campaign 
against the Israeli exhiBi- 
tion was of great signifi- 
cance and a clear indica- 
tion that Jordanians are 
not ready for normalisa- 
tion with the Jewish state, 
according to Mahmoud 
Rimawi, a writer for A1 
Ra'i daily. 

He said the fact that the 
trade unions, the political 
parties and representa- 
tives of other public sec- 
tors took part in the cam- 
paign and the sit-in was 
enough to make the gov- 
ernment understand that 
such an event is hurting 
the feelings of the people 
and should have been 
cancelled. 

The writer said that the 
exhibition clearly had 
political objectives, of 
which the Jordanians 
were aware, and they 
turned in force to abort it. 
The writer said that 
Israel, which is pursuing 
an aggressive policy 
despite the peace accords 
it had signed with the 
Arabs, should be made to 
feel isolated and feel the 
pressure which aims to 
force it to change its pre- 
sent policies. 

A writer for A1 Ra*i 


focused attention on the 
explosive situation result- 
ing from Israel's threats 
against Lebanon and 
Syria and said that 
despite the repeated 
Syrian and Lebanese 
government statements 
that the two countries are 
willing to reach a com- 
prehensive peace. Israel 
continues to escalate its 
military attacks on south- 
ern Lebanon. 

The writer, whose pen 
name is Meem. said that 
Israel’s preparations for 
war against Lebanon and 
i Syria is reflected in the 
'statements of the Israeli 
army commanders and 
defence minister as well 
as Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
and in the movement of 
troops along the northern 
borders of Israel. 

He said it is clear that 
Mr. Netanyahu, who is 
facing internal pressure 
and a political crisis on 
the domestic front as a 
result of his government's 
policies, is nying to find 
a way out of the present 
dilemma by waging war 
on the Arab countries. 

Munes Razzaz. a writer 
for A1 Ra’i. warned that 
the Middle East was 
rapidly drawing closer to 
an open conflict as a 
result of the Israeli poli- 
cies and continued 
aggression and its occu- 
pation of Arab territories. 

Citing the deadlock in 


the peace process and 
Israel's adamant stand 
vis-a-vis the implementa- 
tion of its accords with 
the Arabs, particularly the 
Palestinians, the writer 
said that the situation 
cannot take further pro- 
crastination on the part of 
Israel as the Arabs are 
being driven to a state of 
desperation that could 
trigger war. 

The writer said that the 
Middle East is a very sen- 
sitive region, adding that 
the escalation of tension 
leading to an armed con- 
flict which Israel could 
start against Lebanon and 
Syria would have severe 
consequences on world 
peace in general and 
Europe in particular. He 
said urgent action should 
be taken to force Israel to 
end its aggression and 
recognise Arab rights. 

A writer for A1 Ra'i 
turned attention to the bus 
explosion in Damascus 
earlier this month and 
said that the terrorist 
action must have been 
perpetrated by Israel, the 
real enemy of the Arab 
Nation, since it is Israel 
which stands to gain from 
such actions and from a 
turbulent situation in 
Syria. Mohammad 
Kharroub said that 
although Syria is not on 
good terms with its 
neighbours Turkey and 
Iraq or with political 
groups in Lebanon, the 


attack clearly points an 
accusing finger towards 
Israel, the notorious state 
with a long history of ter- 
rorist attacks on the Arab 
countries. 

He said Israel hopes 
that internal disturbances 
in Syria would weaken 
the country's leadership 
which, in turn, would 
slacken Damascus's sup- 
port for the Lebanese 
resistance which is trying 
to evict the Israeli occu- 
pation forces from south- 
ern Lebanon. 

Mohammad Kawash, a 
writer for Ai Dustour. 
hailed the creation of the 
Arab business council, 
which is to be housed in 
Amman, as a major 
achievement of the Arab 
business communities. 

The writer said that the 
business council is bound 
to pool the efforts of the 
private sector in the Arab 
countries. encourage 
joint Arab investment 
projects and eventually 
lead the Arab World 
towards full economic 
integration. 

However, the business 
council is bound to face 
obstacles from the Arab 
regimes on security 
grounds or due to routine 
procedures, warned the 
writer. 

He said the Arab busi- 
ness community should 
first and foremost create a 
urging 

the Arab governments to 


offer facilities to invest- 
ment and development 
projects carried out by 
the private sector. He said 
the business council can 
help the Arab masses 
achieve their aspiration of 
economic unity once it 
has overcome the obsta- 
cles laid in their path by 
the ruling regimes of the 
Arab World. 

A writer for Al Dustour 
tackled the transport sec- 
tor, noting that in Amman 
it is facing a real crisis 
due to the insufficient 
number of buses and ser- 
vice taxis. 

Mohammad Daoud said 
that the long queues of 
people on the sidewalks, 
on many of the capital’s 
roads, stand out as wit- 
ness to the crisis which is 
responsible for the delay 
of school children and 
employees who fail t0 
arrive to their destination 
on time. 

The crisis sometimes 
forces the existing h uses 
to take on additional 
numbers of passengers, 
thus endangering F* 0 " 
pie’s lives. He said the 
concerned authorities 
should look into the situ- 
ation and ensure suffi- 
cient number of p**™*® 
transport buses oft in- 
roads to end the crisis ?*® 
avoid further compi ,ca ' 
lions. 
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Revealed — Israel made the Egyptian army go to pot 


)lomacy 


By Uzi Mahn aimi 

TEL AVIV and CAIRO — 
In one of The more bizarre 
episodes of the Middle 
Easr conflicr, Israel flood- 
ed Egypt with cheap 
hashish for decades to 
make the Egyptian soldiers 
so stoned that they would 
be incapable of fighting 
effectively. 

Tonnes of hashish were 
smuggled from Lebanon 
via Israel into Egypt, 
according to eight Israeli 
officers who were directly 
involved and have been 
interviewed by The Sun- 
day Times. The operation, 
code-named . Lahav 
(Hebrew for “blade”) 
began in the 1960s and 
continued until the end of 
the 1980s. The shipments 
were coordinated by Israeli 
officers who arranged for 


them to be escorted to the 
Egyptian border in military 
vehicles. 

The. hashish was then 
sold to dealers who sup- 
plied Egypt’s conscript 
army. 

The operation was 
launched amid rising fears 
about the threat to Israel in 
the build-up to the 1967 
war with Egypt in 1967. 
According to the officers, 
it continued well after the 
1979 peace agreement 
between Israel and Egypt. 

One former colonel, who 
was in charge of shipments 
in the early 1970s. said: “I 
have no regrets. It allowed 
us to control and practical- 
ly avoid drug smuggling 
into Israel and increase the 
use of drugs within the 
Egyptian army. 

“Sometimes they (the 
units in charge of the 


smuggling) said they had 
too much so I authorised 
them to dump the drugs in 
the sea west of Tel Aviv.” 
Initially the Israeli 
Defence Force (IDF) 
intended only to cut off the 
traditional smuggling 
routes out of the Bekaa 
Valley in Lebanon. 20 
miles from the Israeli bor- 
der and one of the biggest 
sources of hashish in the 
world. The idea was to 
block the border with 
Lebanon and patrol the 
eastern Mediterranean to 
stop shipments by boat 
According to senior mili- 
tary sources. IDF officers 
soon realised they were 
missing the golden oppor- 
tunity of weakening the 
Egyptian army. 

The proposal is said to 
have been passed up the 
military chain of command 


and given official assists. 
Commissions from the 
lucrative deals are claimed 
to have been channelled 
into a secret IDF fund 
which paid for other covert 
operations. 

Two weeks ago, the IDF 
denied all the allegations 
by its former members. 
“Officers of the IDF do not 
engage in drug traffic," it 
said. 

Those who have admit- 
ted their part deny they 
acted independently or for 
personal gain. One com- 
mander stationed at an IDF 
base at Nabariya, a city 
less than 10 miles from the 
Lebanese border, says he 
oversaw drugs being 
brought ashore in the early 
1970s and is adamant that 
the operation was sanc- 
tioned by a higher authori- 
ty. ■‘What 1 have done was 


authorised by my superi- 
ors.” he said. 

Detailed information 
about Operation Lahav has 
also been provided by six 
other military officers* two 
of whom are still serving in 
the EDF. One. involved in 
the project from 1977 to 
1987, said the drugs were 
generally smuggled into 
Egypt from Lebanon in 
Israeli military trucks 
escorted by IDF officers. 

On most trips an Israeli 
army colonel was said to 
have sat beside a Lebanese 
drug dealer in a saloon car 
as the drugs were being 
escorted south. On other 
shipments, Israeli navy 
combat boats escorted 
Lebanese drug boats to 
Nahariya, from where the 
drugs were smuggled 
through Israel and across 
the border. 


One Israeli officer told 
how he first learnt about 
the operation more than a 
decade ago after being 
ordered by his superiors to 
transport ‘‘important mate- 
rial” from Lebanon to the 
Egyptian border. 

“I had to sign 3 document 
of confidentiality warning 
me that if I talked about 
what I saw I would be sen- 
tenced to at least 20 years' 
imprisonment” he said. “A 
colonel named Jacob Z. 
escorted us into Lebanon. 
Jacob ordered' us to start 
loading our truck with the 
contents of a Lebanese 
lony which moved closer 
to ours. 

“When the Lebanese 
removed the cover from 
their truck. I was shocked. 
It was crammed with hun- 
dreds of small packages. 1 
recognised it immediately 


as hashish. Jacob told me 
to shut up and continue 
loading our truck.” 

Another officer said that 
on one occasion the Israeli 
army in South Lebanon 
was instructed to close 
down a selected area in the 
Bekaa Valley by imposing 
a curfew. Drug dealers 
then arrived with their 
merchandise on the Israeli 
border, where IDF officers 
were waiting to receive it. 

Several meeting points 
were then set up to coordi- 
nate the transfer of the 
drugs to the Egyptian drug 
dealers. They were told to 
sell the drugs to the hun- 
dreds of thousands of 
Egyptian soldiers posted 
between Sinai and Cairo. 

The Egyptian military 
said recently week that 
during the late 1960s and 
early 1970s drug consump- 


tion in the ranks rose by 50 
per cent with almost two 
out of three soldiers regu- 
larly smoking hashish. 

In Cairo, rumours that 
Israel was behind the 
increased flow of hashish 
into Egypt circulated for 
many years. Egyptian mili- 
tary authorities were sur- 
prised by reports after the 
1967 war that some of their 
soldiers had been inca- 
pable during combat. 

One Israeli soldier was 
quoted in the Israeli press 
shortly after Egypt had 
been defeated as saying: 
“We were shooting them 
like ducks. They were run- 
ning towards us as if they 
were on drugs." 

The Sunday Times 


Prince Hassan calls for broad concept of Euro-Mediterranean cooperation to include Gulf 
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(Continued from page 1) 

Just as the problems facing 
mankind in different parts of 
the world are trans-national 
and inter-connected. Prince 
Hassan said at the prize-giv- 
ing ceremony, “the solutions 
must be cooperative and 
inter-disciplinary." 

Prince Hassan pointed to 
the role Islamic alms 
financed by the zakat in 
cooperation with European 
non-governmental organisa- 
tions like the Science and 
Society Institute can play in 
launching social and human- 
itarian projects. 

In his address to Mediter- 
ranean group meeting. Prince 
Hassan said that Euro- 
Mediterranean processes of 
convergence and associations 
can contribute significantly 
to die security and prosperity 
of the Middle East and North 
Africa region which, in the 
definition of the World 
Bank, stretches from , the 
„£&gjtreb to the Mashreq and 
"includes the Gulf, Turkey,' 
Israel and Iran. 

Underlining that the multi- 
plicity of frameworks can 
strengthen inter-regional 
cooperation and security. 
Prince Hassan urged the cre- 
ation of a comprehensive 
forum for the Middle East in 
which a number of building 
blocs for regional coopera- 
tion already exist. 

Citing the final report of 
die 1 990 meeting of the Con- 
ference for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe which 
highlighted the close link 
between security in Europe 
and the Mediterranean, 
Prince Hassan stressed that 
security should be seen in 
the broader definition of mil- 
itary. human and economic 
security. 

Prince Hassan, who also 
met with Spanish Prime Min- 
ister Jose Maria Aznar. Sec- 
retary of State for European 
Affairs Ramon de Miguel 
and oLher Spanish officials, 
welcomed a stronger role for 
Europe in the region.' reiterat- 
ing Jordan's belief that col- 
lective engagement by 
Europe, the United States 
and Japan is needed to con- 
solidate regional peace and 
development. 


The Crown Prince, who 
said that the reintegration of 
Iraq will eventually be a 
reality, told the Mediter- 
ranean Group meeting that a 
regional framework for the 
Middle East should be 
“based on a broadly defined 
security concept encompass- 
ing the military, economic 
and human dimensions." 

This framework, said the 
Crown Prince, represents the 
most effective manner for 
advancing the peace process. 

Stressing the need for over- 
coming the impasse in nego- 
tiations between the Palestin- 
ian National Authority and 
Israel over the redeployment 
of Israeli troops in Hebron, 
Prince Hassan pointed to the 
efforts Jordan has made 
towards advancing ihe peace 
process and helping the two 
sides proceed with their 
negotiations. But the Crown 
Prince warned that short- 
term gains should not be 
made at the expense of the 
long-term imperative of 
achieving comprehensive 
and lasting Mideast peace. 

In his speech, the Prince 
stressed the mutual benefits 
which Europe and the 
Mediterranean countries can 
attain through closer eco- 
nomic and technological 
cooperation and the reduc- 
tion of the gap in the eco- 
nomic development of the 
two areas. 

Prince Hassan said that 
technology transfer is essen- 
tial for the economic devel- 
opment process, stressing 
that there are “real opportuni- 
ties for more rigorous and 
practical methodologies to 
encourage education, to 
enhance international scien- 
tific cooperation and interac- 
tion and to improve the inter- 
face between research and 
development institutions and 
the development sectors.” 

Prince Hassan said that a 
major obstacle to scientific 
and technological coopera- 
tion with the industrialised 
countries has been the high 
dependence of this process 
on national rather than global 
knowledge and experience. 
This, he said, has limited 
cooperation between North 
and South and to the transfer 
of “appropriate technology” 


and hindered innovation. 

But today, “we are pleased 
to see that global efforts in 
science, economy and tech- 
nology are more directed 
towards frontiers technolo- 
gy," said Prince Hassan, 
adding that the advent of 
new information and com- 
munications networks gives 
every country the means to 
participate in leading edge 
technology innovation. 

In addition to technological 
cooperation, the Crown 
Prince said that Europe must 
now strive to promote mutu- 
ally beneficial trade through- 
out its own region, the Euro- 
Mediterranean zone, in light 
of fierce competition from 
the East Asian tigers and the 
NAFTA countries. 

-‘The incentives for the EU 
to join with its southern and 
eastern neighbours in closer 
partnership are compelling. 
We hear a great deal about 
the desire to contain migra- 
tion and terrorism and to curb 
conflicts and deadly arms 
races” but the need for mum- 
ally beneficial trade cannot 
be over-emphasised, said 
Prince Hassan. 

The Crown Prince said 
that while there may be 
"many good reasons" for 
Europe to bypass the Middle 
East to talk directly with 
Southeast Asian countries, 
“....can Europe afford to 
channel massive investment 
into these regions when its 
own backyard is in such dire 
need of capital and technolo- 
gy?" 

The imperative, said Prince 
Hassan, “must be to raise the 
living conditions for all 
across the region without dis- 
crimination or exclusion, on 
the basis of a genuine under- 
standing of our inter-depen- 
dence a range of inter-con- 
nected issues.” 

Citing a United Nations 
Development Programme 
(UNDP) report. Prince Has- 
san said the next millennium 
will see new emerging 
economies among develop- 
ing countries endowed with 
skilled human resources. He 
said people, particularly the 
youth, will be the driving 
force behind economic 
growth and address the exist- 
ing global disparity. 


Aware of the pivotal role 
human resources will play in 
economic development, said 
Prince Hassan, Jordan is 
focusing on human resources 
development, allocating 14 
per cent of its budget to edu- 
cation. But despite a high 
population growth which is 
largely due to mass migra- 
tion. which made Jordan the 
largest host and donor coun- 
tries to Palestinian refugees, 
“we feel it is our responsibil- 
ity to further improve the 
social conditions and produc- 
tivity of our population com- 
prehensively and without 
discrimination.” Prince Has- 
san said. 

Noting that regional socio- 
economic stagnation breeds 
extremism. Prince Hassan 
recognised the comprehen- 
sive approach of the EU in 
seeking to build economic, 
social and human develop- 
ment and security in the 
Mediterranean region. 

Prince Hassan pointed that 
the Barcelona Declaration, 
adopted by the EU in 1995 
as the umbrella for Euro- 
Mediterranean cooperation, 
has been unique in allocating 
funds for the development of 
the region. 

“We hope that (the 
Barcelona process) will go 
on to articulate viable instru- 
ments and principles in both 
the economic and security 
fields.” said Prince Hassan, 
who pointed out that some 
observers note that the 
Madrid peace process has not 
been accompanied by a 
development plan for the 
region through the allocation 
of needed funds. 

“Some observers have con- 
tracted the continuing largess 
of the Camp David accords 
with the absence of financial 
instruments in the current 
Middle East peace process. 
The multilateral (phase of the 
peace talks) have been criti- 
cised because they lack a 
‘marshal plan,'” Prince Has- 
san said. 

Egypt and Israel have been 
receiving about $5 billion a 
year in U.S. aid since the 
two countries signed the 
Camp David accords in 1979 
while little aid has been 
channelled to the area since 
the launching of the Madrid 


Opponents of Israeli trade exhibition protest 


(Continued from page 1) 

the opposition here," Shalom 
Gabbay, owner of the Tel 
Aviv-based Amik Tourism 
Company told the AP. 

Gideon Rapaport, general 
manager of Arizim Exclusive 
Packaging in Tel Aviv, was 
more optimistic. 

•’Difficulties are expected 
in any first event, and I'm 
sure that the next time will be 
better,” the AP quoted Mr. 


Rapaport as saying. 

Organisers of the exhibi- 
tion. the Amman-based 
International and National 
Expo Company (INEC), said 
70 Israeli companies were 
taking part. But a headcount 
showed only around 60. 

Among the exhibitors are 
manufacturers of high-tech 
products, garments, food- 
stuffs and medical supplies 
and aids for the physically 
disabled, tour companies and 


the Dead Sea Works, one of 
the largest companies in 
Israel. 

Jordanian businessmen 
said the stagnation in the 
peace process resulting from 
the hardline policies of the 
government of Benyamin 
Netanyahu had prompted 
them to boycott die event. 

“Our business community 
is frustrated by the obstacles 
that Israel is placing in the 
path of peace and, therefore. 


it decided to boycott the 
fair,” said Mohammad Muh- 
taseb, a senior chamber of 
commerce official. 

Officials privately say the 
anti-Israeli lobby has failed 
to enlist the support of a 
majority of Jordanians in a 
highly-publicised campaign 
to prove a sweeping popular 
rejection of normal ties with 
Israel. 


Syria rejects Islamic group's claim 

(Continued from page 1) 
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The reports said the Syri- 
ans arrested Sbuweikhat. a 

Saudi Shiite Muslim, in 
mid-September after he 
arrived from Iran. On 
Thursday the New York 


times quoted U.S officials 
as saying they believe that 
Shuweikhat died in Syria 
but were not sure if he com- 
mitted suicide or was exe- 
cuted. 

Last month, Iranian Presi- 
dent Ali Akbar Rafsanjani 


was quoted by the Arabic 
daily A1 Ssharq A1 Awsat as 
saying one suspect in the 
Dhabran bombing died in 
Syria. He did not give the 
suspect’s name. 

The statement by the 
Islamic Movement for 


Change referred to Iran as 
“the protector of Islam ._ in 
the entire world” and gave 
other indications of support 
of Iran. However, it was not 
written in language similar 
to those of Shiite groups. 
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Tel Aviv blasts add new tension 


(Continued from page 1 ) 
completely rejected the Amer- 
ican suggestion to finalise the 
further redeployments at the 
end of I99S, we insist that 


there be accurate implementa- 
tion of the existing agree- 
ments,” he said. Mr. Ross was 
expected to meet Mr. Arafat 
Saturday night after the Pales- 


tinian leader’s return from 
Paris. Israeli President Ezer 
Weizman said on Israel radio 
that “we must pursue the 
peace process with the Pales- 
tinians” despite Thur-sday’s 
attack. A police spokeswoman 


said no arrests had been made 
and no claim of responsibility 
received for the pipe bombs 
planted in a rundown Tel Aviv 
neighbourhood of sex shops, 
prostitution and foreign work- 
er hostels. 


peace process in 1991. 

Prince Hassan also spoke 
of the need for promoting 
cultural and humaD interac- 
tion as the best means of 
producing better cooperation. 

“Islamophobia.” said 
Prince Hassan, should be 
addressed through dialogue. 

Prince Hassan praised the 
work of the Mediterranean 
group and its charter which 
he said explores both instru- 
ments and principles to deal 
with issues such as peace and 
security building, debt reduc- 
tion, industrial and techno- 
logical cooperation and the 
human dimension. 

The adoption of tbe 
Mediterranean Charier and 
the subsequent establish- 
ment of (he Mediterranean 
Convention organisation rep- 
resents the culmination of 
five years of work by the 
group to enhance and institu- 
tionalise Euro-Mediterranean 
cooperation. 

The work of the group, 
which is made up of non- 
governmental organisations, 
is seen as a parallel effort on 
the popular level to the steps 
taken on the official level to 
put Euro-Mediterranean rela- 


tions in a well defined 
framework. 

During his programme- 
packed two-day working 
visit to Spain, the Crown 
Prince also met with Presi- 
dent of the Legacy of A1 
Andalus Foundation Jeroni- 
mo Paez and Ricardo Diez 
Hochleimer of the Great 
Rome Club on cultural coop- 
eration. 

In his meeting with Mr. 
Paez, Prince Hassan 
expressed hope the Andalus 
foundation, which is con- 
cerned with promoting dia- 
logue and preserving the her- 
itage of the whole Mediter- 
ranean region, will contribute 
to the consolidation of peace 
which, the Prince said, 
should exist among people as 
it does among countries. 

The Prince explained the 
nature of “Islamophobia” 
that is spreading in the West- 
ern world and poured out 
Jordan's role in fighting it 
and creating better under- 
standing of the richness of 
the Islamic culture as well as 
eliminating' the misconcep- 
tions that Muslims and the 
Western world have of each 
other. 


Prince Hassan pointed ro 
the importance of the Lega- 
cy of A1 Andalus and 
inquired about the founda- 
tions archaeological restora- 
tion work in Jordan during 
the meeting, which was 
attended by Jordan's Ambas- 
sador to Spain Taimue Al 
Daghestani. 

The meetings with Mr. 
Hachlitrer on former 
Columbian President Belisau 
Betancur focused on reacti- 
vating of die Arab-Iberian- 
Latin American dialogue 
which started in 1990 in a 
meeting between Prince 
Hassan and Mr. Betancur. 

The Institute of Diplomacy 
is planning to host a meeting 
on Arab-Iberian-Latin Amer- 
ican dialogue in Amman later 
this year with the aim of 
bringing together experts and 
officials from the Arab 
Worid, Latin America, Spain 
and Portugal to discuss possi- 
bilities and potential of fur- 
thering dialogue and cooper- 
ation. president of the insti- 
tute Mazen Armouti said. 

He stressed the importance 
of consolidating links with 
Latin America from which 
the Arab World has been con- 


spicuously absent, pointing 
to the role Spain can play in 
this effort due to its strong 
relations with both Latin 

America and the Arab 
World. 

Spain, which is playing a 
pivotal role in Euro-Mediter- 
ranean relations, can play a 
similarly instrumental role in 
enhancing Arab-Latin .Amer- 
ican relations, said Dr. 
Armouti. 

Spain in particular has 
strong ties with the Kingdom 
and the two countries have a 
number of agreements on 
cooperation in political, eco- 
nomic and cultural fields. 

A technical, cultural and 
scientific cooperation agree- 
ment, which established a 
joint commission, was signed 
in 1993. The commission 
first met in 1994. 

Trade between the two 
countries has recently 
increased but the trade bal- 
ance continues to be in 
Spain's favour. The King- 
dom’s debt to Spain amounts 
to S103 million and most of 
consists of defence-related 
expenditures. 



Fastlink would like to announce 
that its official working hours 
during the Holy month of Ramadan 
will he from 9:00 am - 3:00. pm. 

Our Showrooms' opening 
hours will be from 
9:00 am - 3:00 pm and 
from 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm. 

Our Customer Care Center 
will continue to serve you 
around the clock. 
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For more information, please call us at 
863750 or 1 1 1 on your cellular. 

Don't Let Life Slow You Down. 
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Palestinians envisage Hebron as 
economic power house in the region 


HEBRON. West Bank (R) 
— Palestinian businessmen 
hope the West Bank town of 
Hebron will be better 
known one day as an eco- 
nomic power house than a 
political powdcrkeg. 

A PLO official said 
Hebron is home to at least 
500 millionaires who spear- 
head a flourishing local 
economy and are at the 
forefront of business activi- 
ty in other Palestinian areas 
and the Arab World. 

“Hebronites are known as 
very active workers, very 
intelligent. They help each 
other and are very attached 
to Hebron, so they collect 
money and invest it in 
Hebron and spread it 
abroad." said Khaled 
Oseily. a prominent Hebron 
businessman. 

“They are an economic 
power in Jordan. Egypt and 
in some Gulf states." he 
told Reuters. 

The town, home to some 
420 Jewish settlers and 
more than 100.000 Pales- 
tinians. is a flashpoint of 
Israel i-Arab violence and 
the focus of intense U.S.- 
brokered talks on self-rule. 

Businessmen in the town 


say one of the reasons for 
their success is that their 
only entertainment in 
Hebron is work. They make 
money and spend very lit- 
tle. 

According to Palestinian 
finance ministry statistics, 
there are 7,269 registered 
Hebronite businessmen 
who own factories, stores, 
workshops and companies. 
There are 3.000 commer- 
cial trucks. 

Hebron is famous for its 
stone industry, glass prod- 
ucts and shoes. Most enter- 
prises in Hebron are family 
businesses and many home 
basements contain small 
factories and workshops. 

Hebron’s geographic 
location, situated between 
occupied Jerusalem and 
Ga 2 a Strip and bordering 
Israel, has helped towns- 
people spread their invest- 
ments to all are as - 

Hatem AJ Halawani, a 
successful Hebron busi- 
nessman and director of 
several key companies in 
Jordan and in other Arab 
states, said there were huge 
projects awaiting imple- 
mentation in the town once 
Israel pulled back. 


“A stock market would 
start functioning in Hebron 
within four weeks and we 
are planning to build a huge 
industrial park to attract 
investors from all over the 
world." he said. 

‘Tm very optimistic 
about the Hebron economy. 
Hebronites are an economic 
power in the region and 
they will continue to be," he 
emphsised 

Nasser Tahboub. director 
general of the finance min- 
istry. said Hebronites 
import goods worth 55 mil- 
lion shekels ($17 million)- 
monthly from Israel, and 
export goods worth 35 mil- 
lion shekels ($11 million) 
monthly to Israel. 

The biggest business in 
Hebron is quarrying and 
stone cutting. There are at 
least 300 stone-cutting 
workshops in Hebron, and 
many more owned by 
Hebronites in the rest of the 
West Bank. 

‘'We export 80 per cent of 
our stone production to the 
Israeli market Hebron sup- 
plies around 30 per cent of 
Israel's needs of stones," 
Mr. Oseiley said. 

Hebron has more than 


250 shoe factories and 
workshops. But shoes made 
in the town, still under 
Israeli military occupation, 
are exported as: “Made in 
Israel’’. 

“Hebronites worked for 
Israeli shoe factories, and 
when they acquired the 
know-how they opened up 
their own workshops. They 
started manually, then they 
bought sophisticated Euro- 
pean machinery and 
expanded to become the 
single suppliers of shoes in 
Palestine." Mr. Tahboub 
said. 

Hebronites are also wait- 
ing for Israel to implement 
a long overdue troop rede- 
ployment and lift closures 
clamped on the West Bank 
and Gaza last February in 
the wake of suicide bomb- 
ings in which militants 
killed 59 people in the Jew- 
ish state. 

Hebron Mayor Mostafa 
AI Natshe said the closure 
has obstructed economic 
growth and raised unem- 
ployment in the city to 
around 45 per cent. Hebron 
has been one of the largest 
labour suppliers to the 
Israeli market. 


Russian middle class growing, 
but reluctant to invest 


MOSCOW (R) — A small 
bm growing middle class is 
emerging in Russia, but its 
members are reluctant to pro- 
vide the investment needed 
to kick the economy into 
growth, a senior government 
official has said. 

“The important thing is not 
the rich or the poor, but what 
is between them.” Yury 
Yurkov, the chairman of the 
State Statistics Committee, 
told a news conference. “The 
middle class is forming." he 
said. 

Mr. Yurkov said investors, 
average Russians who could 
fuel growth by investing thcir 
savings. still hesitate to put 
their money in Russia. 
“Nineteen ninety-seven is 
not sure to bring an invest- 
ment boom,” he said. 

Economic growth has elud- 
ed Russia since reforms 
began in earnest in 1992, but 


Mr. Yurkov said some indica- 
tors showed indirectly that 
Russians' lot is starting to 
improve. Russians now own 
about twice as many cars as 
in 1990, up to 15.2 million at 
the beginning of December 
from 8.7 million in 1990. 
extremely low for a popula- 
tion of nearly 150 million but 
a sharp rate of growth, he 
said. ‘ ' T:(r ' ■■■ 

Real incomes, which take 
into account inflation, were 
flat for the year, he said, and 
hidden income, paid but not 
taxed, made up some 1 1 per 
cent of gross domestic prod- 
uct (GDP). Russian officials 
have often said the economy 
will spring into growth this 
year — the same promise 
they made for 1996. 

The 1997 budget which 
faces final approval by par- 
liament forecasts two per 
cent growth in GDP. the 


broadest indicator of output 
Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin has repeated- 
ly referred to 1997 as a 
“breakthrough year". 

But overall figures indicate 
that the economy is still 
shrinking. GDP fell six per 
cent over the year, a bigger 
loss than I995’s fall of four 
per cent, while industrial out- 
’put'TelF fire per cent after 
three per ceat in 1995: ' ‘ " 
“The problem with indus- 
trial growth is temporary,” 
Mr. Yurkov said. 

Analysts have said that 
presidential and parliamen- 
tary elections in the last 13 
months and President Boris 
Yeltsin’s November heart 
surgery undermined growth 
last year. 

Foreigners were wary of 
investing in Russia, and 
domestic industry was more 
focused on politics than eco- 
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nomics. some say. 

Parliament’s failure to 
adopt the 1997 budget, 
awaiting a final reading, fur- 
ther undermined investor 
confidence. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who said he 
had recovered from surgery, 
returned to work on Monday, 
promising to put the country 
in order. “The doctors have 
done- their job and now it is 
up to the president,” he said 
in a television interview. 

Bur Mr. Yurkov said aver- 
age Russians have hesitated 
to invest their money in then- 
own country — foreign cur- 
rency buying made up 22 per 
cent of spending in Novem- 
ber, against 13 3 per cent in 
January. 

He said some Russians 
were more interested in liq- 
uidity than profitable invest- 
ments, despite slowing infla- 
tion, which fell to about one 
per cent monthly in Decem- 
ber from 3.2 per cent a year 
ago. 

“Our population, so far is 
not becoming an investor. It 
is giving credit to the Ameri- 
can government," he said. 


Kuwait considers levying 
taxes on corporations 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Kuwait may introduce 
corporate taxes by 2000 as 
part of plans to rationalise 
the state’s finances, Plan- 
ning Minister Ali Fahd Al 
ZmTa has said. 

The government is con- 
sidering “taxes on profits 
of companies and institu- 
tions.” the minister said in 
a briefing about the gov- 
ernment’s five-year plan 
for 1996 to 2000. 

The government is not 
looking at introducing 
personal income taxes, he 
added. 

The initiative would be 
among a series of mea- 
sures aimed at streamlin- 
ing state finances to pre- 
vent the state budget 
deficit “growing again in 


the future.” Mr. Zmia was 
quoted as saying by 
Kuwait's official KUNA 
news agency. 

The budget deficit was 
forecast at more than $5 
hil l ion for 1995-96. but 
the government has since 
said the actual figure has 
been slashed to a little 
more than $2 billion, 
mainly due to higher oil 
prices. 

The report did not give 
further details of the gov- 
ernment's taxation plans. 
At present only foreign 
firms pay taxes, and the 
government has recently 
said these taxes will likely 
be reduced to 30 per cent 
from the current 55 per 
cent. 

Mr. Zmia said the five- 


year plan was aimed at 
helping the country diver- 
sify away from oil depen- 
dency. including encour- 
aging the private sector to 
help absorb the 50,000 
people expected to enter 
the jobs market by 2000. 

Oil earnings from pro- 
duction of some two mil- 
lion barrels a day current- 
ly account for about 85 
per cent of the Kuwait's 
state revenues. 

The five-year plan is still 
being discussed by parlia- 
ment, but Mr. Zmia said 
he expected “complete 
cooperation between the 
legislative and executive 
powers” in impleme ntin g 
the government's plans. 
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Current USD DEM GBP CfTF JPV CAD 1TL NIjG FRF 


US Dollar 
DE Mark 
GB Stcrlling 
CH Franc 
JP Yen 
CA Dollar 
IT Lira 
NLCollilcr 
FR Franc 



1.3713 115.39 

0.8700 73.20 

2J102 194.28 

84.10 

1.1882 

1.0032 1.17 

1335.85 
77.53 65.17 

25.7777 21.67 


1.3525 1538.75 
0.8576 375 AO 

22776 2589 
0.9855 1120.73 
1.1718 13.33 

1135.54 

0.8785 
0.7644 
0.2542 I 33.26 


1.7(91 5.3190 

I. 1221 3J73S 

29781 8.9537 
12891 34744 

153 28 49076 
1JW» 3.9170 

II. 49 34 542 




Mid-Easi Currencies 


Currency *£» DEM GBP OJF JPV 


SA Rival 0.2667 04205 0.15839 0.36601 

AE Dirham 0.2724 042972 0.16181 0.37487 

KW Dinar 32344 5.26039 1.B8059 427*66 

BH Dinar 0.3769 4.18585 1.57604 3.64166 

CY Pound 2.1085 3.3228 1.251 24HJ7 



Mela] Prices 



} Metal 

Bid. 

Gold (nz's) 

359.23 

Silver (va?%) 

4.76 

Platinum (oz*s) 

365.25 

: AL 0 Morals) 

. .1390 

CU (3 Month*) 

2247 

Zinc (3 Months’) 

1064 

Lead p Month*; 

691 

■ NT (3 Monlhi) 

7150 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 



Period -t- -3- -6- -9- -1 

Month Months Months Months Year 


5.37 

545 

527 

6.00 


6.38 

0.31 

022 

021 

3.02 

1.02 

3.02 

127 

320 

320 

1.56 

1.68 

1.72 

723 

7.19 

6.79 




0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4040.6 . 

•464 

•1.14 

40964 

; 17303.65 . 

-77022 

-426 

18097.7 

23104 

-3848 

-1X5 

2347.71 

293329 

40.76 

141 

293524 




Main Equity Indie in 


Bunne .... i: Index : Vajnc. Chruj % Cling Hi£h Lufv PrCI* 


New York DOW JONES 

Ncrrvork SAP 500 

London FT-SE I DU 

Tokyo . . _ N1KX1E225 

Paris CAC40 

Frankfurt 


Commodity tint Delivery 


Coffee (c/ltw) 
Cocoa (S/ron; 
Sugar (S/ton) 
Wheat (S/ton) 
Sax’S (c/lb!) 
TeaCstg/fcjU 
Barley (S/b.ti) 
Rice (S/ton) 


* JOD Cress Rales 



Currency JJijy; Sell 


US Dollar 0.708 0.710 

CB Stc riling 1.1073 19033 


DE Mark 
CH Franc 
FR Franc 
JP Yen 
NL Guilder 
' IT Lira 


Source: Ccolra! Bank of Jordan. 


04489 | 04511 
0.6175 
0.1328 [ 0.1335 
0.6121 
04019 



ACROSS 
1 Angora and 
Manx 

5 Flats: abbr. 

9 Coat with a 
glossy finish 

14 Leave out 

15 Ilk 

t6 Word before 
branch or oil 

17 Modena moola 

18 Baobab 

19 Pond scum 

20 Paul Simon hit 

23 Calgary 
Stampede, e.g. 

24 Ruhr valley city 

25 Projectile: abbr. 
28 Listless 

30 Eye part 
32 Good sign for an 
angel 

35 Breakfast item 

38 Landed 

39 “America' hit, 
with *A” 

43 General Bradley 

44 Mythological 
nymph 

45 Blue 

46 Gnp 

49 Chiet cook 

51 Pnnt measures 

52 Superman Kent 
55 Tire feature 

S9 Wilson Pickett 
hit 

61 Olympic site 

64 Notion 

65 Armor 

66 Ship’s deck 

67 Speech problem 

68 Sicilian volcano 

69 English river 

70 Hurl 

71 Observed 


DOWN 

1 The — of 
Money* 

2 Aad type 

3 All in 

4 Pur forth an 
opinion 

5 Wine-growing 
area 

6 Fine china 


|i 12 13 14 


15 [6 [7 re ■■9 110 111 112 113 


J25 126 1 27 


[32 1 33 134 ^■35 


1551 |5B 157 158 


[61 1 62 163 


by Kenneth Witte 

7 Arduous 

journeys 

8 Actions 

9 Actress Dru 
t0 Associate 

11 Porky, lor one 

12 Gardner 

13 Maiden name 
indicator 

21 66 was a noted 
one 

22 *— l he fields...' 

25 Mamer 

26 Soul 

27 United in 
marriage 

29 Moo 

31 Sunshade 

32 Thrust 

33 — holiday 
(violent 
spectacle) 

34 Doctoral exams 

36 RR stop 

37 Ply 

40 — Lanka 
4t Slangy negative 
42 "Waiting for 
Lefty" playwright 
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Thursday's Puzzle solved: 


im n rarm nrnnn rii 
■qq □E9E2ID nnnn ra 
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□aaQurjirnmifinina 

^■iiiiiihi i ii in 

hdq utiflu oma 
jBBH cmB aggOHno 
HnnoaEiEiQQnaQEmD 
tgnn grenn OfHOQIlO 
■ EBB nuug rr mima 

c um gang 

■ODLiUaHOllfciliijQU 
nnnro deJUB 
Jtimhij mi iulj n nnn 
Buubh □□ea Qukju 
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47 Emulate 
Michelangelo 

48 Golfer Emse 
50 Kegler’s units 

53 Not 
perpendicular 

54 Wireless 

56 Please greatly 


57 Dress style 

58 Welsh poet, 
Thomas 

59 Matter matter 

60 Interstices 

61 Boozer 

62 Goof 

63 Bullring bravo 



HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR 
SATURDAY, 

JANUARY 11,1997 

By Thomas S. Pierson. 

Astrologer. Carroll 

Righrer Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 ro 
April 19) This is a good 
day today to rhresh out 
any problematical affairs 
with the one you love the 
most. Make the days 
ahead brighter for your 
mate by doing a special 
favour or activities which 
he or she will very much 
appreciate. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Cement belter 
relations today with part- 
ners and fellow associates 
and your affairs can 
improve greatly in the 
days ahead. Later this 
evening you can meet with 
fellow associates who 
have suggestions for com- 
pleting your career activi- 
ties. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Become more 
efficient at your regular 
career activities early 
today and then busy your- 
self at home improve- 
ments which have been 
put off. Later tonight go 
out on the town with your 
close friends for fun activ- 
ities. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(Ju-ne 22 to July 21) 
Make appointments today 
for the recreation you like 
and thereby make this 
time enjoyable. Try to get 
your talents perfected so 
that you can get noticed 
by those in authority who 
can make your life very 
successful. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Organise your respon- 
sibilities at home today so 
there won’t be any diffi- i 
culries present Invite per- 
sons later this evening 
who have good ideas 
which are helpful to you 
in your career activities 
and make you prosperous. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Join your 
allies today at some lun : 
clcheon and pfari- (heyday 5 
j ahead moceri wisely :’-Wi til 
tithem, thereby you can 
make your career active 
ties more- successful. Visit 
persons you like later this 
evening and make the time 
very enjoyable. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) You know 
how today to add consid- 
erably to your prespt 
assets, so get busy potting 
your ideas to work and 
thereby making your 
career activities more 
prosperous. Later this 
evening will be good for 
relaxing with your loved £ 
ones. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21 ) Don’t be 
afraid today to. ask those 
who can help you to gain 
your most cherished wish- 
es fbr their assistance. 
Later this evening will be 
quite beneficial if you will 
get together with a bigwig 
and get his or her assis- 
tance. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov- 
ember 22 to December 2 1) 
This is a godd day today 
to plan your activities for 
the days ahead and make 
the right preparations for 
such. Tonight will be a 
good time for you to get 

out to fun recreations 

which your close friends 
will find amusing. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) State 
your personal desires to a £ 
good friend today and get 
help attaining them. Be 
sure you dress carefully SO 
that you will give the 
proper impression that 
you have class and sophis- 
tication in your appear- 
ance. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Get rid of 
the stumbling blocks 
today in the path of you* 
career progress with the 
aid of an important pers 00 
who has constructive 
ideas which he or she wrn 
provide gladly. T®* 
evening will be good ft* 
going out with your mate- 
PISCES: (February 20 w 
March 20) You have a® 
opportunity today to add 
considerably to your 
sent outlets and . 

you can become more sucj ^ 
cesssful. Later tonight wm - 
be a good time for y 0 ®/? 
spend quality time 
your loved ones and S 05 *- 
relax. ~ 

Birthstone of JannwJ* 
Garnet — RoseQ“*F z ': . 
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Jordan Tunes, Saturday, January 11, 1997 


AFM brokers say market 
improving despite steady 
trading, prices of shares 


By a Jordan Times 

Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Trading and 
prices remained largely 
steady at the stock market 
in the first week of the 
new year as speculators 
adopted a . wait-and-see 
approach amid indications 
of a continued upward 
trend in the bourse, bro- 
kers said Friday. 

However, they said 
investors were a little dis- 
turbed by the delay in 
renewing a Jordanian- 
li oil agreement as 
as a trade protocol 
between the two coun- 
tries. 

The weekly report of the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) said turnover for 
die week ending Thursday 
was 8.7 million dinars, 
compared with die previ- 
ous week’s 18.9 million 
dinars. 


“The turnover this week 
actually indicates an 
improvement because the 
previous week’s volume 
included a bulk sale of 
shares worth nearly 13 
million dinars,” noted a 
broker, who, like other 
AFM dealers, cannot be 
identified by name under 
standing market guide- 
lines. 

The bulk sale involved a 
government sale of its 
equity in Amman’s land- 
mark Jordan InterConti- 
nental Hotel. 

The AFM report said 4.7 
million shares changed 
hands under 3pS4 deals 
concluded during the 
week, and the daily aver- 
age trading was 1.7 mil- 
lion dinars 

The official AFM share 
price index based on 60 
major companies closed at 
153.05 points, down 0.41 
points or 0.27 per cent 


Daily 


Beat 
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A review of news rom the Arabic 


Former governor of Central Bank 
warns of foreign debt rising again 


** DESPITE HAVING 
reduced the foreign debt 
from JD5.064.3 mllliOD in 
1990 to JD4,465.9 million 
in 1995 and the debt ser- 
vice from JD317.9 million 
in 1992 to JD224 million 
in 1996, former Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
Governor Mohammad 
Saeed Nabulsi continues 
to see the foreign debt still 
very high by all standards. { 

Noting that Jordan has ' 
received more thani 
JD 1,500 million in new 
loans under the economic 
adjustment programme, 
Dr. Nabulsi said the 
indebtedness requires 
intensive efforts to face its 
hnge burden on the trea- 
sury. He pointed out that 
die amount due for repay- 
ment from 1996 until the 
end of the century was 
about $1 billion, annually 
regardless of rescheduling 
arrangements. 

In a lecture he recently 
delivered about “the 
financial and monetary 
reform in Jordan between 


the past and the present,’’ 
Dr. Nabulsi stressed the 
need to continue the 
unwritten policy of fixing 
the exchange rates for the 
coming years. He deemed 
it necessary to provide 
some flexibility by widen- 
ing the margin for Central 
Bank intervention such as 
from eight fils to 20 fils 
after a period of time. 

The next stage after the 
aforementioned step 
should be a return to 
implement the available 
flexibility into linking the 
dinar to a new basket of 
currencies. Dr. Nabulsi 
indicated. He stressed that 
under all circumstances 
the Central Bank should 
amend the paragraph 25/A 
of its law because this 
paragraph specifies the 
method of pricing the Jor- 
danian dinar by the Coun- 
cil of Ministers either to 
gold or special drawing 
rights. “This matter is no 
longer applicable,” the 
former CBJ chief affirmed 
(Al Ra’iJ. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“When I’m in the mood for romance, 
I send him a signal — 1 replace his 
onion dip with toothpaste." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAM! 

£ by H*nri Arnold and Mike Arylrioi 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one latter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


You look Ilka a million 


■ 

i 

• 



■ 

MO. 



Cl 996 Tutu* IMt stmt u*. 
«■ ftgw towns 


BUIME 

TX 


n 


n 

E zmi 


■ 

m 

■ 

m 

m 

■ 



EUlddzl 


• 

■ 

m 

m 

m 

■ 


>ws 

WHAT HIS WIFE 
THOUGHT OF 
THE? NEW OUTFIT. 

Now arrange the circled letters 10 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


— " ini m m 


fasterda/s 


(Answers tomorrow] 

Jumbles: SYLPH BURST MALADY WOBBLE 
Answer. Whai they thought of me osmoimon - 
IT WAS A BLAST 


from the week’s opening 
of 153.46 points. 

Sectoral indices showed 
commercial banks and 
financial institutions gain- 
ing 1.38 per cent during 
the week and insurance 
stocks remaining 

unchanged. Losing were 
service sector shares by 
1.21 per cent and indus- 
trials by 2.36 per cent, the 
report said. 

Commercial banks and 
financial institutions 
accounted for 4.59 million 
dinars of the weekly vol- 
ume, followed by industri- 
als with 2.52 million 
dinars, service sector 
shares with 1.61 million 
dinars and insurance 
stocks with 9.700 dinars. 

Stocks of 85 companies 
were involved in this 
week's business, with 39 
of them closing with 
gains, 37 slipping and 
nine remaining unch- 
anged. 

According to brokers, 
the market is improving 
when compared with 1996 
and expected legislation 
would give the bourse a 
further boost. 

The government is 
expected to forward, a 
draft law on securities and 
financial papers to Parlia- 
ment before the end of this 
month, officials said. 

The law will ease most 
regulations related to for- 
eign investment in the 
stock market and further 
ease the flow of capital in 
and out of the country, the 
brokers noted. 

The brokers said 
investor anxiety was 
sparked when the annual 
renewal of a Jordanian- 
Iraqi oil agreement and 
the trade protocol between 
the two countries was 
delayed. The accords were 
expected to have been 
signed late December or 
early January. 

However, official state- 
ments have said that nego- 
tiations were on track and 
only technical hitches 
were behind the delay. 

“The market is some- 
what assured that the 
agreements could be 
signed next week,’’ said a 
banking executive who 
maintains a portfolio at 
the bourse. 
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HUNG THE LAST 
1 WEEKS 


COMPANY MAKE 


P/S 


no. or NO. OF 
CONTRACT SHARES 


VALUE 


OF online HIGH 
PRICE 


CLOSI N G CHANGE AVERAGE TURNOVER MO. Or 

TRADING 


IGH 

LOW 




EXECUTES 

Jd 






PRICE 


ours 

•6.000 

249.000 ARAB BANK 

14.1 

1.35 

61 

4760 

1219204 253-00 

261.00 249.80 

258.50 * 

5.50 

256.135 

.108 

5 

3.300 

4.460 CAIRO AMMAN BAMS 

10.5 

2.94 

2 

600 

3070 

5.15 

5.20 

5.10 

5.10 - 

.09 

5.117 

.006 

2 

3.600 

3.050 BANK OF JORDAN 

12.3 

0.00 

< 

1018 

3489 

1.60 

3.45 

3.42 

3.42 - 

.IB 

3.427 

.010 

2 

1.090 

1.010 HID. EAST INV.BK. 

74.9 

0.00 

223 

288088 

322866 

1.07 

1.15 

1-07 

1.14 ♦ 

.07 

1.121 

2.8S1 

5 

2.250 

2.150 INDUSTRIAL DCV.OK. 



20 









5.078 

3 

6-830 

4.600 -THE BOOSING BX. 

12.7 

2.91 

25 

238905 

1131088 

4.83 

4.79 

4.65 

4.75 - 

.08 

4.734 

. V56 • 

5 

2.950 

2.500 JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

19.3 

0.00 

27 

21317 

58166 

2.85 

3.88 

2.55 

2.66 - 

.19 

2.729 

.213 

4 

.990 

>940 30K-GULF BANK 

5.S 

7.14 

22 

32750 

31981 

-97 

.98 

.97 

• 98 4 

.01 

.977 

.164 

4 

3.720 

3.600 JOR.XSUhXC BANK 

17-8 

0.00 

36 

7343 

27196 

3.61 

3.77 

3.61 

3.71 * 

.07 

3.704 

.050 

5 

1.480 

1.380 HKXOK BK.SAV.imr. 

104.0 

0.00 

4 

3250 

3260 

1.38 

1.43 

1.44 

1.45 + 

.07 

1.449 

.025 

2 

3.750 

3.600 JOB. IHV. PIN. BANK 

20.0 

0.00 

1 

150000 

555000 

3.75 

3.70 

3.70 

3.70 - 

.03 

3.700 

1.300 

1 

1.840 

1.760 BK1Z-A&-MAL (BBXTKA) 

1.1 

8.47 

6 

800 

1409 

1.76 

1.80 

1.73 

1.77 * 

.01 

1.761 

.040 

3 

1.330 

1.210 PHUADBL. IBV.BK. 

- 

0.00 

34 

15525 

19985 

1.28 

1.32 

1.26 

1.30 4 

.03 

1.287 

.135 

5 

BASKS SECTOR." 



467 

1316681 

458B747 

INDEX HUMBER 

t 197 

.04 

CHANGE 14 

1.3B* 


2.020 

1-940 JOB FRENCH XKSOK. 

5.4 

10.47 

1* 

4000 

7640 

1.94 

1.96 

1.89 

1.91 - 

.03 

1.910 

.182 

4 

2.050 

1.900 ARAB LIFE XXSOR. 

7.7 

7.80 

1 

1000 

2050 

2.00 

2.05 

2.05 

2.05 4 

.05 

2.050 

. 030 

1 

I K S 0 

BAMCE SECTOR 



19 

' 3000 

9690 

INDEX NUMBER 

1 120.86 

CHANGE !4 

0.0B’ 


1.710 

1.610 JOR- ELECTRIC PHL 

11.3 

7.36 

48 

32274 

52681 

1.68 

1.64 

1.63 

1.63 - 

.05 

1.632 

■ F IS 

5 

a. 430 

7.800 JOR. HOTEL TOURISM 

17.7 

1.99 

9 

87750 

723738 

8.45 

8.25 

8.05 

8.25 - 

.20 

8.248 

1. '.5 

2 

1.460 

1.400 ZRBID ELBCTRICITT 

9.6 

6.80 

4 

2350 

3559 

1.46 

1.54 

1.46 

1.47 4 

.01 

1.514 

. '8 

3 

2.700 

2.600 HIKER MINERALS 

12.3 

5.60 

1 

500 

1250 

2.60 

2. SO 

2.50 

2.50 - 

.10 

2.500 

29 

1 

4.900 

4.450 ARAB IBTL. HOTELS 

18.8 

2.70 

3 

14100 

69975 

4.90 

'5.00 

4.75 

4.75 - 

.15 

4.963 

. 57 

1 

2 .650 

2-soo supping ldizs 

10.9 

7.75 

1 

250 

645 

2.6S 

2.58 

2.58 

2.58 - 

.07 

2.580 

.004 

1 

1.250 

1.140 MAIL. PCPrroLIO 

- 

0.00 

154 

84050 

103944 

1.14 

1.26 

1-16 

1.23 «■ 

.09 

1.237 

1.681 

5 

.810 

.620 JORDAN 1.VCL.TRAD. 

31. H 

0.00 

4 

900 

578 

.68 

.65 

.42 

.62 - 

.06 

.642 

‘ 26 

2 

.500 

.410 MACH. EOP. RENT. KAIH. 

- 

0.00 

3 

450 

210 

.43 

.47 

■ 45 

.47 4 

.04 

.467 

.038 

2 

1.680 

1.490 MID. EAST- HOTELS 

68. 1 

0.00 

10 

57 30 

9164 

1.63 

1.60 

1.5B 

1.58 - 

.05 

1.594 

. .13 

1 

3-540 

3.430 ARAB INTT..XHV.EDGC. 

13.8 

5.71 

B 

5445 

19055 

3.54 

3.50 

3.50 

3. SO - 

.04 

3.500 

.054 

2 

1.080 

1.040 XARXA EDUCATION 

- 

0.00 

25 

8330 

87 26 

l.oc 

1.04 

1.03 

1.05 - 

.01 

1.045 

.186 

« 

2.220 

1.990 UNIFIED CO. 

11.5 

4.57 

343 

214150 

464827 

2.02 

2.23 

2.06 

2.19 4 

.17 

2.171 

4.283 

5 

-900 

.050 ORION LA--.T3 DEV. 

- 

0.00 

7 

6650 

5662 

.80 

.08 

.85 

.05 - 

.03 

.85 1 

.133 

2 

S E R V 

ICES SECTOR 



620 

462969 

1464011 

INDEX NUMBER 

l 113.85 

CHANGE 1- 

1.218 


1.020 

1.020 ATTABQEO 

_ 

0.00 

4 

1700 

1702 

1.02 

1.01 

1.00 

1.08 - 

.02 

1.001 

.061 

3 

3-530 

3.300 JOB. CEMENT FACT. 

19.0 

3.00 

77 

64302 

216096 

3.45 

3.40 

3.33 

3.33 - 

.12 

1.361 

.106 

5 

3.500 

3-200 JOB. PHOSPHATE MIMES 

35.5 

0.08 

12 

35200 

116133 

3.50 

3.33 

3.17 

3.30 - 

.20 

3.299 

.080 

5 

5.BOO 

5.100 ARAB POTASH CO. 

16.9 

3.58 

a 

550 

■3071 

3.70 

5.65 

5.57 

5. 3B - 

.12 

5.584 

.001 

2 

9.750 

9.530 JOB. PETROL. REPIBABX 

9.9 

8.15 

100 

19738 

194273 

9.55 

10.04 

9.57 

9.82 4 

.27 

9.833 

.■09 

5 

7.000 

7.000 JORDAN TANKING 

6.9 

5.63 

5 

625 

4063 

7-00 

6.65 

6.40 

6.40 - 

.60 

6.501 

.u63 

3 

1.300 

1.210 WOOLKH 1KD05TH.1ES 

55.5 

0.00 

10 

1B50 

2324 

1.21 

1-27 

1.25 

1.25 4 

.04 

1,256 

.185 

4 

3.260 

2.600 INDUSTRIAL COMH-AGR. 

35.0 

0.00 

17 

2462 

6622 

2.68 

2.74 

2.60 

2.60 - 

.08 

2.690 

. 114 ) 

4 

7.250 

7.150 JOR.MORSTED HILLS 

8.8 

3.65 

2 

150 

2023 

7.15 

6.85 

6. SO 

6.85 - 

.30 

6.820 

.n04 

2 

3.750 

3.440 ARAB PHARR. KANF. 

19.4 

5.63 

65 

22469 

80659 

3.50 

3.63 

3.50 

3.54 4 

.04 

3.390 

.250 

5 

6.200 

5.930 JOR. CERAMIC HDD. 

7.3 

4.24 

2 

125 

738 

5.95 

5.90 

5.90 

5.90 - 

.05 

5.904 

- U05 

1 

2.270 

2.200 JORDAN DAIRY 

13.5 

6. 82 

3 

1050 

2310 

2.20 

2.20 

2.20 

2.20 

- 

2.200 

-60 

2 

1.670 

1.620 JOR. PIPE.*: KAJfFCT. 

9.0 

7.36 

12 

3250 

5343 

1.65 

1.65 

1.63 

1.63 - 

.02 

1.644 

.100 

4 

1.430 

1.380 RAFIA IBnuSZRIES 

174.6 

0.00 

1 

200 

276 

1.43 

1.38 

1.38 

1.38 - 

.05 

1.3BO 

.020 

1 

5.000 

4.620 OAR OU.TBV. 

13.4 

4.07 

9 

4250 

20792 

4.95 

4.95 

4. 85 

4.91 - 

.04 

4.892 

.071 

5 

3.850 

3.450 ARAB ALO.t. IND. 

9.0 

8.24 

19 

4182 

15277 

3.85 

3.70 

3.64 

3.64 - 

.21 

3.653 

.070 

5 

.670 

.580 LIVESTO>-!C S POULTRY 

- 

0.00 

23B 

327490 

206575 

.59 

.65 

.61 

.63 4 

.04 

.631 

9.924 

5 

1.190 

1.120 ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

7.9 

8.B5 

111 

62850 

74687 

1.12 

1-22 

1.14 

1.17 * 

.05 

1.188 

2. •'■93 

5 

1.270 

1.180 KAXIORA.. STEEL IND- 

- 

0.00 

5 

15950 

19858 

1.18 

1.27 

1.24 

1.27 4 

.09 

1.245 

.-99 

2 

.770 

.620 NATIONAL TMDS. 

10.4 

8.57 

155 

155600 

108088 

.70 

.72 

.68 

.70 

- 

.700 

2.-93 

5 

1.150 

1.030 INTERMHO . PE3RO-CKEH. 

- 

0.00 

132 

49300 

54990 

1.03 

1.15 

1.08 

1.11 + 

.08 

1.1L5 

1..33 

5 

.920 

.860 JOR- RWAWOOL HIDS. 

145.6 

0.00 

10 

3200 

2653 

.86 

.84 

.82 

.83 - 

.03 

.829 

.107 

2 

2.970 

2.800 mnv. chem . urns. 

77.5 

0.00 

1 

150 

440 

2.93 

2.93 

2.93 

2.93 

- 

2.933 

.010 

1 

2.800 

2.400 HAIL. CABLE WIRE.HFAC 

15.8 

0.00 

10 

1430 

3685 

2.75 

2.61 

2.S4 

2.59 - 

.16 

2.577 

.029 

2 

.890 

.780 JOR. SDLPBO-CHRM 

- 

0.00 

6 

1550 

1302 

.89 

.B6 

.83 

.83 - 

.06 

.840 

.039 

7 

1.560 

1.310 ARAB P HARM. CHEM. 

26.8 

0.00 

96 

39657 

56643 

1.33 

1.47 

1.37 

1.43 4 

.10 

1.428 

.793 

5 

1.840 

1.710 DNIV. HOI*. IMDiS. 

5.2 

11.56 

52 

23773 

41911 

1.74 

1.80 

1.72 

1.73 - 

.01 

1.763 

.475 

5 

1.350 

1.250 JOR. BIDS. RESOURCES 

16.2 

0.00 

56 

31373 

40702 

1.27 

1.31 

1.29 

1.29 4 

.02 

1.297 

.392 

5 

1.040 

.910 JOR. MBW CABLE CO. 

25.5 

0.00 

159 

107900 

202256 

.93 

.97 

.93 

.94 4 

.01 

.948 

1.349 

5 

1.980 

1.910 EL -KAY READY WEAR 

122.8 

0.00 

21 

28078 

53940 

1.91 

1.94 

1.91 

1.91 

- 

1.921 

.468 

a 

1.330 

1.190 EHXL. TOBACCO 

30.6 

0.00 

40 

37227 

48532 

1.32 

1.31 

1.30 

1.30 - 

.02 

1.304 

.372 

i 

1.050 

.940 UNICOI CM. L VEG. 

23.6 

0.00 

13 

•050 

7894 

1.00 

1.01 

.96 

.96 - 

.04 

-9B1 

.330 

4 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR 

1446 

1055701 

1495655 

INDEX NUMBER > 

113.42 

CHARGE i- 2.34* 



GRAND TOTAL 

2552 

2840351 

7558103 

INDEX HUMBER t 

153.05 

CHANGE i- 0.27* 


to 


•- OF DAYS TRADED I - 5 
.ELY AVERAGE OF TRADING VOLUME I JD 1,511,621 
OUT AVERAGE OF TRADED SHARES I 568,070 
-ILT AVERAGE OF CONTRACTS t 510 


MARKET TRADING ACTIVITY FOR THE PERIOD (04/01/1997 - 08/01/1997) 
WEEKLY REPORT 



XJRZHQ THE LAST COMPANY NAME 

3 WREXS 

UGH LOW 

P/E 

DIV 

Me. OF 
CONTRACT 

HO. OF 
SHARES 
EXECUTED 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

UP ERRING 
PRICK 

HIGH 

LOW 

CUSIBG 

PRICE 

CHANGE 

AVERA' 1- TURNOVER 
MARKET SHARES 
PlUCf 

NO. OP 

TRADIN'! 

DAYS 

.570 

.500 CENTRAL GIB. STORAGE 

21.3 

0.00 

2 

650 

345 

.53 

.53 

.53 

.33 

_ 

.531 

.020 

2 

.580 

.500 JOH.DlAnR FK. 

14.1 

0.00 

47 

29600 

15568 

.50 

.54 

.50 

.53 + 

.03 

.526 

.705 

5 

.480 

.410 ARAB F1H. INVEST. 

- 

0.00 

144 

221300 

101220 

.43 

.47 

.43 

.47 + 

.04 

.457 

2.213 

5 

.740 

.720 UNION HIV. 50* 

69.8 

0.00 

30 

74052 

16472 

.73 

.73 

.72 

.73 

- 

.222 

.337 

5 

1.550 

1.470 XARA FOR WVESTHEBT 

30.2 

0.00 

2 

5000 

7605 

1.55 

1.53 

1.52 

1.53 - 

.02 

1-523 

.020 

1 

.700 

.670 AL-DAMLIYAH 75* 

15.6 

0.00 

• 

1646 

721 

.67 

.69 

.68 

.69 + 

.02 

.438 

.012 

3 

.670 

.590 ARAB FOOD 6 BED. 

- 

0.00 

18 

9500 

5937 

.60 

.65 

.60 

.65 + 

.05 

.625 

.271 

3 

.520 

.460 ARAB ZNTL.INV.ISD. 

- 

0.00 

66 

126737 

65450 

.48 

.53 

.49 

.52 4- 

.04 

.516 

1. 535 

5 

.380 

.310 JOR. IUrc. MATCH -JEHCO 

- 

0.00 

S 

5600 

1940 

.33 

.35 

.34 

.35 <■ 

.02 

.346 

.329 

3 

1.450 

1.320 HATL. C ‘ILORJNE 

- 

0.00 

37 

28700 

39890 

1.33 

1.42 

1.34 

1.41 + 

.08 

1.390 

.399 

5 

.610 

.550 NATL. TEXTILE 

- 

0.00 

24 

10500 

5959 

.55 

-5B 

.55 

.57 

.02 

.568 

.420 

5 

.540 

.460 MAXZAX OIKS 6 MOULDS 

- 

0.00 

9 

2350 

1235 

.48 

.55 

.48 

.55 + 

.07 

.526 

.157 

4 

.770 

.740 JORDAN STEEL 

- 

0.00 

23 

17423 

13117 

.77 

.77 

.75 

.75 - 

.02 

.753 

.116 

5 

.500 

.500 ARAB ELECT - IMDS - 

145.4 

0.00 

2 

4100 

2050 

.50 

.50 

.50 . 

.50 

- 

.500 

.068 

2 

1.070 

1.030 UNION TOBACCO 75* 

- 

0.00 

9 

5098 

4076 

1.03 

1.05 

1.05 

1.05 + 

.02 

.800 

.102 

2 

.620 

.580 BAXI PXAKK- 65* 

- 

0.00 

21 

14150 

3459 

.SB 

.60 

.59 

.60 + 

.02 

.244 

.142 

4 

.450 

.390 IHDS. E-MS. 

26.5 

0.00 

71 

10B150 

46157 

.41 

.44 

.41 

.43 + 

.02 

.427 

1,545 

s 

.830 

.760 IND5. CERAMIC 

- 

0.00 

13 

1". 135 

14007 

.77 

.80 

.78 

.80 + 

.03 

.785 

.446 

5 

-520 

.440 I. TEXTILE KAMUF- 

- 

0.00 

6 

560 

252 

.49 

.47 

.43 

.43 - 

.06 

.450 

.022 

4 

.760 

.600 PEARL SAN. P. COBV. 

- 

0.00 

3 

100 

73 

.73 

.73 

.73 

.73 

- 

.730 

.003 

2 

.660 

.630 NATL. POULTRY 

- 

0.00 

4 

1550 

101B 

.63 

.66 

.63 

.66 + 

.03 

.657 

.016 

2 

.700 

.650 KID. EAST COMPLEX 

8.4 

0.00 

281 

712590 

505593 

.67 

.73 

.66 

.72 + 

.05 

.710 

3.239 

5 

1.020 

.900 ARAB HIT. FOOD FACT. 

71.6 

0.00 

16 

98950 

98954 

1.02 

1.02 

1.00 

1.02 

- 

1.000 

1.649 

3 

.530 

.450 NATL. WJLT. ENG. KAKICO 

- 

0.00 

191 

407850 

215766 

.46 

.54 

.46 

.53 4- 

.07 

.529 

1.360 

5 


GRAND 


1032 1903951 


SO. OF DAYS TRADED 
lAXLY AVERAGE OF TRADING VOLUME 
<AZLX AVERAGE OF TRADED SHAVES 
■ATT.V >vnta n» mrrsmw 


5 

233,373 

380,790 
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^ ~ ^ ^ 1 • 

DA J AN1 

JEWELLERS 

World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. Outstanding designs. 

A truly unique shop. w 9 

Amra Hotel Shops 
6th Circle. Amman 
Also in Brazil 



FOR REN1 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, .second floor, 
22b sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third' floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abcfoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605-810609 
, Fax: 810520 > 


SfUlHO HAIG 

Fkofemonal Qufityf in 
] Hour Service 

Develop yoor colour film hi 
oar shop and get;- 


• JUMBO 




ShmejnnL* 

Bank. P hone: 
Swefieb let 823891 


•CLEANING SERVICES 

HTiMi: UbrlCf-S 

PUBLIC PI. AC US 

-MAINTENANCE SERVICES 

(I LA Is Vi SYSTEMS^ 


•roll KENT; 

Wi UXE VII LAS AND 
H..ATS. iR : RNi.SHF;D;V 
CNi'UiiNISHi.'.D 





DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


ITT , : 699369 
FAX : 704414 



Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
L Sushi 


For Res. 812997 - 814118 
Mr ;ca St. Daoud Center 






<3? 

OTXWTihCm 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

-SAUNA, JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 

- FITNESS ROOM 

- TENNIS & SQUASH 

COURTS 


TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 




TO RDUERIfSE IN 
THIS SECTION CALL 


Ext. 223 


PIZZA GRANDE 

Tfe i*5sa/ Italian facte 
Gourmet ptZZfi , 
li/c uu U/e u*r best iffiaSepts . 


r^I'/VVV 

Try the 0 




STUFFED PIZZA^i 

in Tumi icnogo Style) 

PAN PIZZA ^ 

( Thai -sr Thick foot) T 

IptUW SANDWICHES J* 

AiiKfcia 
Man Satup 

The Umt Tema By Tbc lUa Eatrance 

AWiDa - AMa 
Siemtara 

Tel. 68 8 471 ExL 32 
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Australian Open ravaged by injury toll Sampras lias final test today 


MELBOURNE (R) — 

World tennis number four 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov on 
Friday joined a growing 
casualty list of top seeds as 
injury ravaged the field 
before the start of the 
Australian Open. 

Kafelnikov was forced to 
pull out of the year’s first 
Grand Slam with a broken 
hand, while doubts sur- 
rounded the fitness of fel- 
low seeds Jim Courier and 
Thomas Enqvist. 

The French Open champi- 
on’s withdrawal removed 
one potential threat to Pete 
Sampras, tne world No. I 
and top seed, before the 
tournament starts Monday. 

Sampras, who won in 
Melbourne three years ago 
and is chasing his second 
successive grand slam title 
after his U.S. Open triumph 
last year, will play a qualifi- 
er after the first round draw 
was made Friday. 

Defending Australian 
Open champion Boris 

Becker was handed a 
tougher assignment when 
the computer paired him 
with improving young 

Spaniard Carlos Moya 

ranked 2S in the world. 

Becker, the sixth seed here 
and a six-time Grand Slam 
winner, lost in three sets 
against moya at last year’s 
Paris OpeD. their only previ- 
ous meeting. 

“Carlos is not a typical 
Spanish clay court player 
because he is able to play on 
quicker surfaces, which is 
going to make it more dan- 
gerous.'* Becker told 
reporters. 

In the women's draw. 
World No. 1. top seed and 
overwhelming favourite 
Steffi Graf will play Janette 
Husarova of Slovakia in the 
first round. 

Swiss teenager Martina 
Hingis, seeded four and 
regarded as the biggest 
threat to stop the German 
winning her fifth Australian 
Open, was drawn in the 
opposite half of the draw. 





Martina Hingis 

clearing the way for a possi- 
ble final showdown. 

in a further boost for tour- 
nament officials. Sampras 
and Becker, whose rivalry 
last season enlivened the 
sport in the 

wake of Andre Agassi's 


decline, were also kept apart 
in the draw and can only 
meet here in the final on 
January 26. 

If Sampras beats the qual- 
ifier and the next two 
matches go his way as 
expected, his first seeded 


opponent should be number 
16 AJberto Berasaiegui of 
Spain in the fourth round. 

Kafelnikov, who was 
competing this week at the 
Colonial Classic warm-up 
exhibition event, suffered 
the fracture in an accident 


APARTMENT TO LET 

Furnished ground floor apartment. Located in Sweifieh with an area 
of 200 sq.m. Consisting of 3 bedrooms, sitting room, dining room, 
family sitting room and terrace, two bathrooms plus toilet for guests, 
central healing, air-conditioning unit in the sitting room, with 
excellent quality furniture, garden with vegetables ana fruitful trees, 
private covered garage with capacity of 2 to 3 cars, private main 
entrance in addition to the garage & garden entrance and the building 
entrance, private telephone available, satellite, TV and video. 

Notes: 

1. Pnority for foreign diplomals and foreign companies. 2. The 
apartment is occupied by the owner and will be rented lor the first 
time 3. The owner of the house is leaving Jordan in March. 1997. 

Seriously interested to call telephone 
No. 823957 between 1600 and 2000 hours. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Duty unpaid! Toyota 4-Runner 3.0.V 6. model 
1990. 177.000 Km. colour: white, air-conditioning. 
Excellent condition, very well-kept. 

Please send your written otter by 31/01/97 in a 
closed envelope marked: "Toyota Offer", 
addressed to: 

German Embassy, P.O. Box: 183, 
11118 Amman. 

Offer goes to highest bidder. 

For more information please call: 
Amman 699923. 


JORDAN TIMES 
TEL: 699634, 684311 


Expressions of Interest 

REFERENCE: UNESCO-IRQ01 

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) intends to create in Iraq, limited 
local assembly capacity of 6,000 high quality, single panel, 
1.2 x 2.4 m. wall fixed chalkboards using imported 
materials. The basic material will be interior quality 10 mm 

chip board, average density 500 kg/m 3 , framed with a 
chalk and dust tray on the bottom edge. Protective 
covering will be provided for the back of boards against 
damp. wear, padding against non-uniform wall etc. A front 
surface will be permanently affixed to provide a long lasting 
durable writing surface. All glues, screws, fixations, tools 
and other accessories or materials needed to construct 
and erect the chalk board must be proposed. 

Interested potential bidders should apply as soon as 
possible with proof of their experience and full commercial 
references to: 


Director, 

UNESC O. Am man 
P.O. Box 2270, 
Amman. 

Jordan 
Fax: 5532183 


UNESCO, 

Chief PSD/PEC 
7 PLACE DE FONTENOY 
7S352 PARIS 07 SP 
FRANCE 
FAX: 33145685504 



THE JORDAN HOSPITAL 
AND MEDICAL CENTER IS 
IN NEED OF A QUALIFIED 
HOUSEKEEPER (FEMALE) 
WITH A DEGREE IN HOTEL 
MANAGEMENT. 


Potential bidders will be informed in due course whether 
they have been retained. 


Expressions of Interest 

REFERENCE: UNESCO-IRQ02 

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) will be contracting for the 
importation into in Iraq of raw materials up to a value of 
S4.000.000 for the building of new schools, rehabilitation of 
existing schools and local manufacture of school furniture 
and related items. Delivery of these materials will be 
phased over a three-month period. 

Interested potential bidders should apply, supplying proof 
of relevant contracting experience and full commercial 
references to: 


II 

ml 


PLEASE CONTACT: 

JORDAN HOSPITAL AT TEL 700777 - 607550 

PERSONNEL DEPARTMENT 




Director, 

UNESCO, Amman 
P.O. Box 2270. 
Amman, 

Jordan 
Fav. 5532183 


UNESCO, 

Chief PSD/PEC 
7 PLACE DE FONTENOY 
75352 PARIS 07 SP 
FRANCE 
FAX: 331 45685504 


Qualified potential bidders will be provided with a 
provisional list of required supplies and quantities and will 
be required to confirm their participation, bearing in mind 
that, in view of the destination, turnkey contracting 
arrangements will be concluded, Including delivery of the 
contracted materials to specific destinations within Iraq. ’ 


while training in the gymna- 
sium on Thursday. Classic 
organiser Colin Stubs said. 

“Yevgeny has been to a 
surgeon and it's a pretty bad 
break. He is going to be out 
for four to six weeks," said 
Stubs. The Russian right- 
hander, he said, was too 
upset to speak to media. 

Former world No. 1 
Courier, the Australian 
Open champion in 1992 and 
1993 and seeded 11 this 
year, pulled out of his game 
at the Classic on Friday 
because of hamstring strain. 
Stubs said. 

Seventh seed Enqvist was 
sidelined on Thursday with 
a badly infected blister on 
his right hand, raising doubt 
over whether the Swede will 
be ready to take his place in 
the Open. 

Wimbledon champion 
Richard Krajicek of the 
Netherlands, U.S. player 
Todd Martin and 1993 
Wimbledon finalist Jana 
Novotna of the Czech 
Republic had already been 
forced out through injury. 

Two top players who have 
so far survived the injury 
carnage — second seed 
Michael Chang and fifth 
seed Thomas Muster — will 
also play qualifiers in a gen- 
tle introduction against 
players ranked outside the 
top 100. 

Graf, whose prospects 
improved when rival 
Monica Seles was prevented 
from playing because of a 
broken finger, is scheduled 
to face her first serious chal- ■ 
lenge against 12th seed 
Amanda Coetzer of South 
Africa in the fourth round. 

Women’s second seed 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario of 
Spain plays lialian Gloria 
Pizzichini, while Hingis 
drew experienced German 
Barbara Rittner. 

The draw was made by 
computer for the first time 
in Grand Slain history.^ 


MELBOURNE (R) — 

World No. 1 Pete Sampras 
will be given a stem test of 
his. readiness for next 
week's Australian Open 
when he plays fellow 
American Michael Chang 
in the final of a waim-up 
exhibition event on 
Saturday. 

Sampras, the top seed in 
the Melbourne Grand Siam 
starting on Monday, will try 
, to prevent Open second 
seed Chang from winning 
his third Colonial Classic 
• title in a row. 

Sampras advanced with- 
out hitting a ball at 
Kooyong on Friday when 
World No. 4 Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov was forced to 
withdraw because of a bro- 
ken hand. 

“Michael is a true test to 
see where I am at,” Sampras 
said of his meeting with 
compatriot Chang, the 
World No. 2. 

“He plays very well in 
Australia and we will see 
how it goes out there. It's 
obviously not a Grand Slam 
final so I want to make sure 
I'm hitting the ball well and 
feeling fit and obviously 
ready to go on Monday." 
-Sampras said. 

Chang, who lost to Boris 
Becker in the Australian 
Open final last January and 
is seeded second this year, 
beat the German on 
Thursday in the other semi- 
final. 

The fractured bone in 



World No. 1 Pete Sampras of the LLS. wipes the sweat 
from his face during bis match against France’s Arnaud 
Boetsch at the Colonial Classic in Melbourne. Sampras 
defeated Boetsch in straight sets, after his original 
opponent Yevgeny Kafelnikov withdrew from the 
Classic and the Australian Open after injuring his hand 
in a gymnasium accident (Reuters photo) 


Kafelnikov’s right hand has 
forced the Russian to pull 
out of the Open. 

The exhibition event has 


been decimated by injuries, 
forcing organisers to call in 
several replacements at 
shorr notice. 


Henman beats top seed 
Ivanisevic in Open warm-up 


SYDNEY (R> — World No. 
3 Goran Ivanisevic was 
beaten in the se mifinals of 
the Sydney International 
Tournament by Briton Tim 
Henman on Friday, upset- 
ting his preparations for 
next week's Australian 


Top seed Ivanisevic, who 
has yet to win a Grand Slam 
title, lost 4-6 7-6 6-1 as 
Henman reached his second 
successive ATP tour final. 

The women's final of the 
last warm-up event before 


speculation about his moti- 
vation with the start of the 
Australian Open only three 
days away. 

Tm aware it was pretty 
dear that Goran was getting 
frustrated;' said Henman. 


» 'ii e n l ruu&Luui. 

the open mU feature Swiss . the ^ £ [h ^ 

teenager ■ Martina WinfriiSoiriHl? U1 r u ‘ 


to concentrate on 


Wednesday, July 5. 1995 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OUAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 


A BIDDER'S NIGHTMARE 


Both vulnerable. South deal* 

NORTH 
*954 
010963 ‘ 

010653 
+ 97 

WEST EAST 

+ 4 72 *10663 

074 0J852 

0842 0 J97 

* AKQ J S +102 

SOUTH 
* AKQ 
OAKQ 
0 AKQ 
+ 8643 

Hie bidding: 

SO uni WEST NORTH EAST 
3NT Phi Pom Pm* 

Opening lead: Jack of + 

There is no doubt that bidding in 
bridge is ever more becoming a sci- 
ence. However, once in a while a 
hand comes along that gives a 
chuckle to those of us who do not 
have the time or the energy to 
become involved in the myriad of 
conventions and gadgets necessary 
to achieve the optimum results in 
the Buction. The scientists would 
Goffer the same result as we mere 
mortals. This band cropped up in a 
major duplicate pairs event. 

Consider the South hand. Give 
North a singleton club and five 
cards in anv suit headed by the 


jack, and Jam in North's long suit 
would require little more than nor- 
mal distniwtion to be a laydown. 
However, bow to get there is anoth- 
er matter. 

•Most Sooth players chose to open 
the bidding with three no trump (or 
the equivalent). That would 
instantly rule ont a slam should 
North have a singleton dub and a 
long suit. To make matters worse, 
those players who declared the no- 
trump game were defeated when 
West cashed fire club tricks. 
Indeed, one West chose to tam»K>» 
declarer by leading a 'fourth-best' 
jack of clubs, giving declarer the 
false hope that something good was 
likely to happen in the dub soil. 
Nothing did. Three Nortb-Soutb 
pairs bad a bidding accident and 
stopped in two no trump! That 
unjustly earned a top score, since 
declarer lost only the five dub 
tricks. 

Four players decided that they 
did not want to open three no- 
trump without a sure stopper in the 
dub suit. They chose to open ooe 
dub, and were horrified when the 
bidding died tho& 

However, sU was well since the 
defenders could take no more tbao 
five trump tricks, so the contract 
made with an overtrick. 

Our choice? We find anything 
other than three no trump (or two 
dubs followed by three no trump) 
'bizarre. 


SAT preparation course 
verbal sections. Modelled 
Princeton Review Strategies. 
Call 677474, ext- 19 
between 4-6 P.m. 
for more information. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

2 bedrooms, open salon and dining room, 
sitting room, big American kitchen, 2 verandas, 
central heating, garage, telephone. 

Location: Urn Uthaina. 

Call Tel.: 5524781 Afternoon 


Juninho boosts 
World Cup ambitions 

MTODLES BROUGH CRl — Juninho believes 

Middlesbrough’s League Cup quarter-final victory over 
Liverpool has given him the springboard to secure his 
World Cup place. 

The little Brazilian has never shared unsettled compatriot 
Emerson’s unhappiness at Middlesbrough. But he was 
becoming alarmed at the way the club's season was sliding 
into disaster. 

“Brazil have many new players to pick from and I need 
Middlesbrough to be winning games to maintain my status 
in the international team." he said after the 2-1 win over 
Liverpool on Tuesday. 

‘T am very excited at the prospect of playing in die World 
Cup next year in France so it is important *Boro do well. 

“I said when I joined Middlesbrough that I came here to 
be successful. I am determined to win things and I would 
love to start by winning the League Cup at Wembley" 

Juninho discounted rumours of widespread disquiet 
among manager Bryan Robson's foreign imports after just 
one victory in their last 15 Premier League games. 

I enjoy the atmosphere in the dressing room " he said. 
It is very important that there is a good team spirit, with a 
lot of humour. 

“We don t just see each other when we are playing or 
training. We like to all go out for a mea! together or meet 
socially with family and friends. It helps bring everybody 




L; 634 144 CINEMA TEL634144 ^/'CINEMA TEL699238 

PHILADELPHIA “1” y PHILADELPHIA {t 2” PLRZR 

A Rob Cohen film * The Hunchback of 

Sylvester Stallone ..... in " s j 0r ™nd...jn I 


DAYLIGHT FIRST KNIGHT 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Notre Dame 

jShows: 12:00, 1:30, 5:00 

i 

* RANSOM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


v concord 

CONCORD “1 ” 

Sylvester Stallone & Curt RusseL.in 

TANGO & CASH 

s bowsM2.3Q, 3:30 , 6 : 00 , 1 M 0:30 

CONCORD “2” 

Dumb and Dumber 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


( Nabil & His ham's Theatre \ 

V TEL 625155 J 

The Theatre is closed from 
Dec. 15, 1996 until the start 
of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan in order to prepar© 
for a new play entitled 

“Al Aman Ya Ho” 
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top seed 
« warm -up \ 


Sweden's Pernilla Wiberg speeds down the track to dock the fastest time in the first practice for the two ladies’ 
World Cup dow nhill races scheduled for Friday and Saturday. Wiberg docked a time of 1:45.85 minutes 
(Reuters photo) 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Becker to play in EC tournament 

ANTWERP (Rj — Australian Open champion Boris 
Becker will play in next month’s European Community 
Championship (ECC), organisers said on Thursday. “This 
is our greatest satisfaction. He was the first one to register 
and didn't ask for anything,” tournament director Georges 
Baudeweyns said. The field of the $1.0 milli on tourna- 
ment, famous for a diamond-encrusted golden trophy, also 
includes World No. 4 Yevgeny Kafelnikov and defending 
champion Michael Stich. Other entries in the February 17- 
23 tournament include Swedish World No. 9 Thomas 
Enqvist and No. 1 1 Marcelo Rios of Chile. Baudeweyns 
said several Grand Slam winners had expressed interest in 
the two remaining wild cards but stopped short of naming 
Wimbledon champion Richard Krajicek and World No. 1 
Pete Sampras. T'm not allowed to,” he said when asked 
Iwhy be declined to name Krajicek and Sampras. The 
Antwerp trophy, shaped like a racket, is the prize for any- 
one who wins the event three rimes in five years. 

Leeds sign Molenaar 

AMSTERDAM (R) — English Premier League side 
Leeds have signed Robert Molenaar, a defender with 
Dutch First Division club Volendam. on a three-and-a- 
haif-year contract, Dutch ANP news agency said on 
Thursday. Molenaar, voted Volendam’ s player of the year 
last season, is expected to make his debut on Saturday 
against Leicester. ANP said no financial details of the 
[transfer hadheen-disclosed. 

Yankees sign Whiten, re-sign Sojo 

NEW YORK (R) — The New York Yankees continued 
retooling for the 1997 season by signing free agent out- 
fielder Mark Whiten and re-signing utility infielder Luis 
Sojo on Thursday to one-year contract Whiten, 30, split 
the 1996 season with Philadelphia, Atlanta and Seattle, 
barring a combined .262 with 22 homers and 71 RBI in 
136 games. He is best known for blasting four homers and 
driving in 12 runs for Sl Louis in Cincinnati in 1993. 
Sojo, 31, was acquired off waivers from Seattle last 
August and hit .275 with two doubles and five RBI in 18 
games for the Yanks. In 95 games overall last year, he bat- 
ted .220. 


‘I can win in the 
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BIRMINGHAM, England 
(R) — World Formula One 
champion Damon Hill is 
confident he can finish on 
the winner's podium with 
his new- ream. Arrows. 

Hill, making a special 
appearance at an interna- 
tional motor show to show 
off the new Arrows Yamaha 
A18 car on which his sea- 
son’s hopes rest, said on 
Thursday: “I know I can win 
in this car. 

T've been through a good 
period celebrating the 
championship but I’ve had 
enough champagne and Fm 
now raring to get back on 
tiie track and start racing 
again. 

“The car's very slim, very 
impressive.. .it’s a state-of- 
the-art piece of machinery.” 

But how the car competes 
with the leading Fl teams, 
including Williams who did 
not renew Hill's contract 
after his title-winning sea- 
son, remains to be seen. 

Hill, replaced at Williams 
by Heinz-Harald Frentzen, 
is cautiously optimistic. 
‘It’s going to be a lot of hard 
Work but I’ve never been 
still 


dwindle.” 

Hill said be was under no 
illusions about the task fac- 
ing him when the Fl season 
started in Melbourne on 
March 9. 

T enjoyed incredible suc- 
cess last season and it’s 
going to be a step back- 
wards to start with in order 
to go forward.” 


Robson happy at Barcelona 


BARCELONA iR) — 
Former England coach 
Bobby Robson is happy to 
finish his contract with 
Barcelona rather than take 
over from Kevin Keegan at 
Newcastle United. 

Although “flattered" at 
reports linking him with the 
Newcastle job, in a state- 
ment on Thursday issued 
through sky sports he said: 
“At the moment I am on a 
two-year contract with the 
biggest and best club in the 
world and I have to say that I 
am happy here. 

Barcelona vice-president 
Joan Gasp art said earlier 
“Robson, who is a complete 
gentleman, called me per- 
sonally on Wednesday and 
said that they (two 
Newcastle representatives) 
had telephoned him and 
wanted to come and see 
him.” 

According to Gasp art, 
Robson was prepared to lis- 
ten to a possible offer, but 
would explain that he was 
ve ry happ y at Barcelona. 

Gaspare added that 
Robson, 63. bad said he not 
only wanted to stay in Spain, 
but also wished to bring 
“titles and victories" to 
Barcelona. 

Earlier, in London, a big 
bookmaking firm dramati- 
cally stopped taking bets on 
the next Newcastle manager 
after Robson’s and midfield- 
er Peter Beardsley odds 
dropped from 12-1 to 2-1 
joint favourites. 

“Basically we are of the 
opinion that there are now 
certain people out there who 
know more than we do,” 
explained William Hill 
spokesman Graham Sharpe. 

Tt appears that the 
Newcastle board may have 
drawn up a short-list and 
from the betting patterns we 
have observed today, our 
original odds-on favourite. 
Kenny Dalglish, is not on it 

“The vast majority of the 
cash we have been taking 
has been for two contenders. 
Bobby Robson and Peter 
Beardsley. We have a poten- 
tial pay-out of almost 
100,000 pounds on either 


Robson or Beardsley.” 

There has also been betting 
support for Robson’s fellow 
exile in Spain, John Toshack, 
who is set to leave Deportivo 
at the end of the season and 
is reported to have had talks 
with Newcastle chairman Sir 
John Hall. 

Toshack, who starred 
alongside Keegan in one of 
the great Liverpool sides in 
the 1970s, sought to play 
down speculation regarding 
a move to Newcastle, but, 
perhaps significantly, 
refused to rule himself out of 
the job. 

“At the weekend I 
announced I would probably 
nor be renewing my contract 
at Deportivo,” Toshack said 
on BBC Radio. 

“Then, with Keegan 
resigning a couple of days 
later, people may be think 
that our relationship is such 
that we speak more often 
than we do and are putting 
two and two together. 

“I have a contract till June 
30, which in normal circum- 
stances I - would expect Lo 
fulfill. To be honest, I don’t 
know where I’ll be working 
after that.” 


Jordan Times, Saturday, January 11, 1997 


Magic, Jazz and Nets lose 


EAST RUTHERFORD, 
New Jersey (R) — Tom 
Gugliotta scored nine of his 
26 points in the fourth quar- 
ter as the surging Minnesota 
Timberwolves held on for a 
110-107 victory over the 
New Jersey Nets on 
Thursday. 

Rookie Stcphon Marbury 
scored 22 points and had 
seven assists despite fouling 
out with 6:58 to go for 
Minnesota, which has won 
seven of its last nine games. 

“He wanted to play really 
well,” Minnesota coach Flip 
Saunders said of Marbury. 
“His fifth foul was a stupid 
foul, but 19-year-oids do 
that” 

The Timberwolves shot 50 
per cent (39-of-78) from the 
field and a torrid 67 per cent 
(8-of-12) from long range. 

In Orlando. Mookie 
Blaylock had 13 points, 
eight assists and seven 
steals and made a pair of big 
plays in overtime to lift the 
Atlanta Hawks to their 
fourth straight victory. 97- 
92 overthe Orlando Magic. 

Steve Smith scored 27 
points and Henry James 
added a season-high 20 for 
the Hawks, who held the 
Magic to one field goal in 
the extra session. 

Horace Grant had 24 
points and 12 rebounds and 
Rony Seikaly added 22 
points for the Magic. 

In Toronto, Damon 
Stoudamire scored 27 
points, including eight in a 
key 18-2 run late in the 
fourth quaiter. to lift the 
Toronto Raptors to a 1 10-96 
victory over the Utah Jazz. 

Doug Christie added 22 
points and 10 assists, and 
Walt Williams had 1 7 points 
and eight rebounds for 
Toronto, which snapped a 
four-game losing streak. 
The Raptors eclipsed the 
100-point Marie for just the 
fifth time this season. 

Kail Malone had 24 
points, 10 rebounds and 
eight assists for Utah. 

In Vancouver, Latrell 
Sprewell scored 27 points 
and Chris Mullin added 
eight of his 1.7 in the fourths 
quarter as the Golden State 
Warriors pulled away for a 
102-86 victory over the 
Vancouver Grizzlies. 

B.J. Armstrong scored 13 
of bis 15 points in the third 
quarter for the Warriors. 

Rookie Sbareef Abdur- 


Vancouver, which went 
scoreless for four minutes 
of the final period. 
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Maternity clothes for the 
stylish mother to be. 

Announces the start of its 



tribe* 

50 % 


WITH U \J /U DISCOUNT 
ON ALL MATERNITY CLOTHES 

Tel: 079 31209 
Opening hours 

10:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m& 4:00 p.ra. to 7:00 p.m. 

Abdoun Circle 


Minnesota Timberwolves’ guard Stephon Marbury (L) flies over New Jersey Nets’ 
forward Jayson Williams in the first period of their NBA game at the Meadow-lands 
Arena in East Rutherford. Minnesota beat New Jersey 110-107 (Reuters photo) — 


Challenging 

Career 

Opportunities 
In Financial 
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Tve got an incredible 
winning record and I cer- 
tainly don’t want to see that 


JOB VACANCIES 

For highly motivated, hard working males or ferfales interested in working for a unique medical institution, and with 
qualifications for one of the following positions: 

General Nurse: (for floor, ICU, Recovery, and OR) BSc or 2 year diploma in Nursing; at least I year experience in 
oncology is preferable. 

Chemotherapy Nurse: BSc or 2 year diploma in Nursing; at least 2 years experience in adult and paediainc 
chemotherapy infusion. 

Nursing Aid: Nursing Tawjihi Certificate or Nursing Diploma; at least 1 year experience; younger than 35. 

m -.3 »-« o of loocr 1 v«ir <*Yn**ripru'e: English flupnrv. 



Accountant: BSc or 2 year diploma in Accounting; at least 2 years experience in hospital/patient billing: English 

Medical Secretaries: Computer skills, at least 30 words/min. in Arabic and English; English fluency; at least 2 
veare experience; experience in the medical field preferable but not necessary; younger than 35. 

Receptionist/Ward Clerk: Computer skills; English fluency; experience in admission/discharge preferable. 

Social Worker: BSc in Sociology or related fields; at least 2 year experience in social work or hospitals. 

Librarian: BSc or diploma in related fields; at least 5 years experience in libraries (preferably medical): English 

fluency. . . . 

Food & Laundry: At least 2 years experience in related fields. 

Central Supply and Storage: Ai least 2 years experience in related fields. 

HousekeeDine (cleaning): At least 2 years experience in institutional cleaning. 

Send CV and passport size picture to 1 Job Search, 

P.O, Box 1269, Amman 11141, or Fax 835868 

Applications must be received by January 25, 1997...Good Luck!? 



Formed in J980. Arab 
Insurance Group 
(ARIG) is one of the 
most prestigious and 
toell-respected financial 
institutions in the Middle 
East. 

We hare set ourselces the 
goal of becoming the 
premier regional and 
international insurance 
organisation of the Arab 
world in terms of 
geographic coverage, 
range of products and 
services, financial 
strength, quality of 
resources and 
international 
recognition. 

In line with this 
objective, we are 
currently pursuing a 
strategy which involves 
the expansion of our 
international reinsurance 
operations and also the 
diversification into new 
and complementary 
areas of insurance 
activity in the Arab 
icorld. 

To apply, please send 
your CV and covering 
letter in English, quoting 
the appropriate 
reference number to: The 
Assistant Manager- 
Human Resources. 


Assistant Manager Personnel 


Ref 9701 -M- 


This position win be responsfcle for supporting the management 
of ARIG Life & Financial Services in the development and 
implementation of staffing and sales recruitment plans. 

The person we are looking for will have a graduate quafification 
coupled with a relevant professional qualification and at least 
5 years operational experience in a personnel function. You 
will have experience in high volume recruitment and be a 
trained psychometric test administrator and interpreter. 


Field Training Manager 


Bel97Q2 : M. 


This Manager will lead in the development and delivery of 
sales, product and customer services training for ARIG Ufe 
& Financial Sen/ices and its distribution partners. 

The person we seek for this role will have 5 years experience 
in life sates training and the development of training 
programmes. You will need to be a graduate preferably with 
a professional insurance qualification and field sales 
experience. 


Financial Controller 


This position will be responsible for all the financial and 
management accounting activities of ARIG Life & Financial 
Services. 

To qualify for this position, you'll need to be a Chartered 
Accountant or MBA with a professional qualification in 
accounting/finance. Five to 10 years' experience is required 
in an international financial services company, preferably in 
the field of life insurance. 


All three positions require excellent interpersonal skills with 
fluency in written and verbal English, preferably with knowledge 
of one or more of the following; Arabic, Hindi or French. You 
will be able to demonstrate a structured approach to planning 
your workload and have proven computer skills and analytical 
ability. 





Arab Insurance Group b.s.c. 

P.O. Box 26992, Manama, Bahrain. Fax: +973 531155 
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Turkey renews 
threat to stage 
Cyprus attack 


ANKARA l AFP) — 
Foreign Minister Tansu 
Ciller warned Friday that 
Turkey will not allow the 
Greek Cypriots to deploy 
long-range missiles despite 
a U.S. call to refrain from 
threats to attack the divided 
Mediterranean island. 

Turkish Cypriot Rauf 
Denktash. meanwhile, 
threatened to send settlers 
into the deserted Greek 
Cypriot coastal resort of 
Varosha. which would in 
effect scuttle any chances of 
a political settlement to end 
the division of Cyprus. 

“It is out of the question 
for these missiles to be 
deployed." Mrs. Ciller, 
who is also deputy prime 
minister, told a press con- 
ference. 

Turkey "‘will not remain 
idle and allow the island to 
be transformed into a pow- 
der-keg,” she said. Her 
country would “do what is 
necessary, even if that 
means strikes." 

The U.S. State 
Department warned Turkey 
on Thursday to stop threat- 
ening military action if the 
Greek Cypriots go ahead 
with the deployment of the 
Russian S-300 missiles. 

“It would be completely 
out of bounds for Turkey to 
take this action," said 
spokesman Nicholas Burns. 
“There is no reason for the 
Turkish government to 
threaten anybody." 

Ms. Ciller said Turkey has 
protested to Russia over the 
missile deal with Cyprus. 
The contract was 
announced last Saturday 
but the missiles are not 
expected to arrive for up to 
eight months. 

Joining in the threats, Mr. 
Denktash warned that the 
Turkish Cypriots would 
occupy Varosha if the mis- 
siles are deployed. 

The resort, which the 
Turkish army has wired off 
since its 1974 invasion of 
the northern third of 
Cyprus, will be “integrated 
socially and economically 
to the Famagusta region," 
he said, quoted by the 
Turkish Cypriot news 
agency TAK. 

Mr. Denktash also said he 
was withdrawing support 
for a package of U.N. con- 
fidence-building measures. 
The proposals were “mean- 


ingless ... given the bad 
intentions shown .by the 
Greek Cypriots in buying 
the missiles,” he said. 

Under the proposals, 
Varosha was to be returned 
to the Greek Cypriots and 
Nicosia airport, also closed 
since 1974, reopened for 
use by both communities. 

Amid the rising tension 
since the announcement of 
the S-300 contract, Turkish 
Defence Minister Turhan 
Tayan warned Wednesday 
that his country could strike 
southern Cyprus. 

“We could do what we did 
in 1974.” he said in a refer- 
ence to Turkey’s invasion. 
"If necessary, we could 
strike." 

Nicosia says the missile 
system is purely defensive, 
but the United States and 
Britain maintain it will lead 
to an arms build-up which 
undermines efforts to end 
the 23-year division. 

Turkish mainland forces 
invaded northern Cyprus 
after a coup in Nicosia 
backed by the military junta 
then ruling Greece. A 
breakaway Turkish- 
Cypriot state declared in 
1983 is recognised only by 
Ankara. 

Britain, the former colo- 
nial power in Cyprus, has 
called for restraint from all 
sides through its embassies 
in Athens and Ankara, the 
Foreign Office in London 
said Friday. 

“We have stressed to the 
Turkish and Greek govern- 
ments the need for a mea- 
sured approach to this 
issue,” it said. “We have 
called for restraint in public 
statements and for mea- 
sures to reduce rather than 
increase tension ” 

Britain also urged the 
Greek Cypriot administra- 
tion in Nicosia to “recon- 
sider” the purchase of the 
missiles. 

The Cypriot government 
said Thursday it is prepared 
to discuss a U.S. -proposed 
ban on military overflights 
of the island from Greece 
and Turkey, as State 
Department peace envoy 
Carey Cavanaugh heads to 
the region. 

Mr. Cavanaugh is due in 
the Cypriot capital on 
Sunday before travelling 
on to Greece and Turkey. 


Iranian exiles deny 
attacks from Iraq 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Iran’s 
main armed opposition 
group, the Mujahedeen-e- 
Khalq, denied on Friday 
government accusations that 
. it was launching cross-border 
attacks from Iraq. 

The group described rhc 
claims as ‘■absurd’’ and said 
they came from a ■‘faltering 
regime which is tcrrifled of 
the prowess of a democratic 
alternative." in a statement 
received in Nicosia. 

An intelligence official, 
quoted in Iranian newspapers 
cm Thursday, said several 
rebel groups had infiltrated 
Iran in the past two weeks to 
carry out “bombings and 
other terrorist acts in public 
places." 

The rebels crossed at dif- 
ferent points along die bor- 
der. but several of them were 
killed and the rest arrested, 
be said without giving fig- 
ures. “Our heroic border res- 
idents” prevented them from 
completing their missions. 

The Iraqi-based Mujah- 
edeen said the Iranian gov- 
ernment was preparing the 
ground for further attacks 
against it in Iraq, and warned 
of more arrests and execu- 
tions in Iran. 

“Neither their desperate 
attempts, nor their ami- 
human atrocities can cure 
any of the problems of the 
mullahs ruling Iran,” the 
group said. 

Iraq for its pan blamed Iran 
on Wednesday for the previ- 
ous day’s mortar attack 
against the Mujahedeen 
offices in central Baghdad 
that killed at least one person, 
an Iraqi civilian, according to 
the group. 


“All signs point to the 
involvement of the Iranian 
regime in this criminal 
attack.” the Iraqi Interior 
Ministry said. 

But Iran denied the accusa- 
tions saying they were 
“unfounded, with the aim of 
turning (Iraqi) public opinion 
away from the country’s 
internal problems." 

The Mujahedeen them- 
selves also implicated Tehran 
in the attack on their offices 
and said it had wounded 
dozens of Iraqis, including 
children. 

Iran has in the past hit rebel 
bases inside Iraq in retalia- 
tion for cross-border attacks 
by the Mujahedeen or armed 
Iranian Kurdish guerrillas. 

The Islamic republic, 
which fought a 1980- 1938 
war against Iraq, has repeat- 
edly urged Baghdad to end 
its support for the 
Mujahedeen and other armed 
guerrillas to pave the way for 
normilising ties. 

Iranian newspapers on 
Thursday published the pho- 
tograph of a dead man 
alleged to be a Mujahedeen 
member, and asked the pub- 
lic to help identify him. He 
was sprawled on grass and 
had a pistol in bis hand. 

The authorities in 
Kermanshah. western Iran, 
said Monday that three 
Mujahedeen rebels had been 
killed after hitting mines laid 
in border regions with Iraq. 

A day earlier, they said two 
rebels had been killed in 
clashes with security forces 
and one captured in south- 
western Khuzestan province. 
There were other clashes pre- 
viously. 



UAE, Iraqi officials 
hold talks on trade 



Israeli policeman stand guard as Palestinians perform prayers outside the 
Ibrahimi Mosque in Hebron on Friday the first day of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan. Hundreds of Palestinians themselves had to pray outside the 
mosque, which was packed by worshippers inside (Reuters pnoto) 

First Ramadan prayers at A1 


CAIRO (Agencies) — In 
the first known visit by a 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) official to Iraq since 
the 1990 Gulf crisis, the 
UAE's director of ports met 
in Baghdad on Thursday 
with Iraq's transport minis- 
ter. 

The meeting between 
Sultan Ahmed Ben Saleem 
and Iraqi Transport 
Minister Ahmad Muitada 
Ahmed Khalil was reported 
by the official Iraqi News 
Agency and monitored by 
the British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC). 

The dispatch said Sheikh 
Ben Saleem offered the 
UAE's help in assuring the 
delivery of food and medi- 
cines to Iraq via the port of 
Dubai. It gave no other 
details. 

The UAE has been among 
the few Arab states calling 
for reconciliation with Iraq. 
It's stance has not been 
appreciated by Kuwait, 
where seven months of 
Iraqi occupation were 
ended by the 1991 Gulf 
war. 

Kuwait and Saudi Arabia 
have both argued that Iraq 
should remain isolated. 

L1.N. sanctions imposed 
after Iraq’s 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait have barred Iraq 
from selling oil, its eco- 
nomic mainstay. 

The United Nations 
recently approved limited 
oil sales, which began last 
month, so Iraq could pur- 
chase needed food and 
medicine. UAE businesses 
hope to be involved in sales 
and transshipping. 

Earlier this week, a ship 
set sail from the UAE for 
Iraq carrying 17 tonnes of 
baby milk and 15 tonnes of 
medicines as a donation to 


Iraqi children. Money for 
the project came from 
Sheikh Mohammad Ben 
Rashed AJ Maktoum. who 
is crown prince of Dubai 
and defence minister of the 
UAE. 

Aziz due in Fans 

Iraqi Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz will 
meet with French Prime 
Minister Alain Juppe and 
Foreign Minister Herve De 
Charetre during a visit to 
Paris Tuesday, diplomats 
said. 

The visit will be his third 
to Fiance since the end of 
the 1991 Gulf war and the 
second since Jacques 
Chirac became French pres- 
ident in May 1995. 

However, Mr. Aziz will 
not meet with Mr. Chirac 
during his one-day visit. 

He last held talks in Paris 
in December 1995. His visit 
will come after France 
withdrew from the multina- 
tional force protecting Iraqi 
Kurds in north Iraq, which 
diplomats say was evi- 
dence of a thaw in bilateral 
relations. 

France has sought for 
some time to persuade Iraq 
to implement the oil-for- 
food U.N. resolution 
enabling it to export $2 bil- 
lion of crude over six 
months in order to raise 
funds for much-needed 
food and medicine, and to 
respect all other U.N. reso- 
lutions. A U.N. official said 
Tuesday Iraqis suffering 
under more than six years 
of U.N. economic sanctions 
would start receiving extra 
food and medicine in 
March under the humanitar- 
ian deal with the United 
Nations. 


Aqsa held under tight security Hamas marks anniversary 

OCCPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — A following a double bomb attack in Tel Axrtrcicl'i occQCcinQtiAn 

Muslim cleric called on 80.000 faithful Aviv on Thursday night that wounded 13 J ClooaoMlld,lIUll 


OCCPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — A 
Muslim cleric called on 80.000 faithful 
gathered at A1 Aqsa mosque Friday to pray 
for the “liberation of Jerusalem” as 
Muslims worldwide began the Holy fast- 
ing month of Ramadan. 

In a militant sermon. Sheikh Ahmad 
Bitawi denounced a New Year's day 
shooting spree by an Isarcli soldier in 
Hebron which wounded six Palestinians 
and condemned Israeli policies “in Syria, 
Iraq and Lebanon .” 

The cleric called for Muslims to seek “the 
liberation of Jerusalem” from Israeli rule 
and told them to pray for rain to end a 
drought which has been threatening agricul- 
ture in the region. 

Israel deployed 3,000 policemen backed 
up by helicopters around the Al Aqsa 
Mosque compound to prevent possible 
unrest after Friday’s services, but the faith- 
ful dispersed without incident officials 
said. 

The first weekly prayers of Ramadan tra- 
ditionally see large numbers of faithful 
praying at Al Aqsa. the third holiest site of 
Islam, but tensions were higher than usual 


following a double bomb attack in Tel 
Aviv on Thursday night that wounded 13 
people. 

No one had claimed responsibility for the 
pipe bombings by Friday but Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu blamed 
Palestinian radicals for the attack, the first 
bombing in Israel since his right-wing 
government came to power in June. 

Police officials said they had no specific 
information on possible trouble after 
Friday prayers, but feared anti-Israeli 
protests could erupt due to the generally 
tense situation and a deadlock in Israeli- 
P ales liiiian peace talks. 

The month of Ramadan also often sees a 
surge in anti-Israeli attacks, in part 
because large numbers of Palestinians 
attend religious services where militant 
clerics often stir up nationalist emotions. 

The national police issued a statement 
Friday warning that stem action would be 
taken against political unrest. 

“The police will act aggressively and with 
determination to foil any attempt to vio- 
late the law or disturb public order during 
Ramadan,” the statement said. 


Lima hints at exile for rebels as a 
compromise to end embassy crisis 


LIMA (AFP) — Peru's gov- 
ernment. which has kept 
largely quiet during the 
hostage crisis here, has hinted 
at a partial solution to gain the 
freedom of 74 Japanese and 
South Americans held 
hostage for 23 days. 

Peru’s presidential Chief-of 
Staff Alberto Pandoifi told 
reporters Peru was looking 
for a country that would be 
willing to take the 20-stiong 
Tupac Amaru Revolutionary 
Movement iMRTA) unit that 
seized the Japanese ambas- 
sador’s residence on Dec. 17. 

“We would like to be dis- 
creet so when it is appropri- 
ate. we will inform the press 
which countries are prepared 
to take the rebels," he said in 
the first press conference by a 
senior Peruvian official since 
the crisis began. 

“This could be a solution if 
and when all the hostages are 
released.” Mr. Pandoifi said. 

Nerves were shattered in 
the pre-dawn hours Friday 
when Tupac Amaru rebels 
fired shots into the air in the 
second such incident this 
week. 

Two rebels occupying the 
embassy residence fired two 
shots each into (he air from 
underneath a large white tent 
set up in the garden for a gala 
reception interrupted when 
the rebels stormed the house, 
taking hundreds of hostages. 
The shots were fired at 2:43 
a.m, (0743 GMT), police 
said. 

Following the gunfire. 


police sharpshooters took 
positions atop nearby homes 
and International Committee 
of the Red Cross officials 
approached the embassy resi- 
dence to determine if anyone 
was injured. 

On Tuesday three shots 
shattered the pre-dawn calm 
in what the Red Cross said 
was accidental fire by the 
rebels. And on Dec. 26, a 
blast at the embassy residence 
was blamed on a dog tripping 
a mine. No one was injured in 
either blast. 

On Thursday, Mr. Pandoifi 
had also sought to calm talk 
of a military solution. 

“A violent incursion is ruled 
out as long as the hostages are 
not. physically harmed,” he 
told a throng of reporters. 

President Alberto Fujimori 
made a similar assurance 
Wednesday amid reports that 
elite air. land and sea troops 
were training for a possible 
assault on the compound. 

In exchange for releasing 
the hostages, rebel leader 
Nestor Cerpa Canotini has 
demanded the release of some 
440 people convicted or jailed 
in connection with Tupac 
Amaru, safe passage into 
Peru's Amazon jungle and an 
easing of tough anti-inflation 
policies that have squeezed 
the poor. He has not publicly 
agreed to leave the country. 

There had been press 
reports Thursday of other 
government overtures to 
jailed rebel leaders. 

In Tokyo. Japan acknowl- 


eged a possibility Friday that 
the rebels could agree to a 
safe exile in exchange for the 
release of 74 prominent 
Japanese. Peruvian and 
Bolivian hostages. 

**7 don't think it's a fixed 
plan. But we understand the 
Peruvian government sees it 
as an option.” chief Cabinet 
Secretary 1 Seiroku Kajiyama 
told a news conference. 

The only word from the 
rebels on Thursday was a 
placard placed in the window 
of the residence Thursday 
denying allegations that they 
were holding Peruvian. 
Japanese and Bolivian elite 
for ransom. 

"Mr. Fujimori, don’t lie. 
Money doesn’t interest us. 
We demand the release of our 
prisoners," read one placard 
placed in the window. 

There was also no immedi- 
ate word on the release of a 
Japanese reporter and his 
Peruvian translator, both of 
whom were arrested Tuesday 
after slipping into the resi- 
dence. 

Mr. Pandoifi had said on 
Thursday that they would 
soon be released but they 
remained under arrest as of 
early Friday. 

Tokyo’s mainichi shimbun 
reported Dec. 25, quoting 
unnamed sources in Lima 
close to the Cuban govern- 
ment. that Havana was pre- 
pared to give asylum to the 
rebels holding hostages in 
Lima if Japan and Peru made 
an official request. 


NABLUS (AP) — Shouting 
for vengeance, thousands of 
supporter . .of the Hamas 
group, attended a memorial 
rally Friday for a militant 
bomb-maker wbose assassi- 
nation a year ago they 
blamed on Israel. 

More than 15,000 support- 
ers. many waving Palestinian 
or green Islamic flags, called 
for attacks against Israel and 
sang militant songs. One 
poster declared: "The 

Palestinian land is thirsty for 
blood.” 

“We want a big attack,’’ 
chanted the crowd. 

The rally came a day after 
a twin bomb blast in Tel Aviv 
wounded 13 people. Israeli 
police suspect Palestinian 
militants, but have said they 
have no leads. No group has 
claimed responsibility, and 
Hamas speakers did not refer 
to die bombings during 
Friday’s rally. 

The Nablus rally also came 
on the first day of the fasting 
month of Ramadan, a time of 
increased religious fervor. 

The Hamas bomb-maker. 
Yehy3 Ayyash, mastermind- 
ed a series of explosions that 
killed dozens of Israelis. He 


was killed by a rigged 
mobile phone on Jan.- 5, 
1996. 

Hamas blamed Israel for 
the slaying and carried out 
four suicide bombings in 
February and March 1996, 
killing 63 people. The group 
has threatened fresh attacks 
to mark the anniversary of 
his death. 

Speakers at the rally said 
Hamas would target the 

145,000 Jewish settlers who 
live in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

The way to resist the set- 
tlements is not through talk, 
but by turning their lives into 
hell,” a Hamas leader, 
Ahmed Haj Ali. told the 
crowd. Behind him on the 
stage stood a four- metre- 
high drawing of Ayyash, 
flanked by two rifles. 

Abdul Latif Ayyash, the 
bomb-maker’s father, was 
greeted with cheers when he 
raised Ayyash ’s three-year- 
old son. Bara, in the air. 

Youths sported green bead- 
bands, many with the 
inscription “Qassam.” a ref- 
erence to Hamas' armed 
wing, Izzedine Al Qassam. 


'Carlos' seeks damages 
over book on his life 


PARIS (R> — Guerrilla mas- 
termind “Carlos the Jackal.” 
calling himself a professional 
revolutionary, launched a legal 
bid on Friday to win 910.000 
francs (SI 70,000) damages 
over a book he says derails his 
chances of a fair triaL 

His lawyer Frederic Pa- 
riente said be wanted a court to 
hear the Venezuelan’s charges 
against the book “Carlos: The 
Secret Netw-cuks of 
International Terr-orism.” by 
journalist Bem-ard Violei and 
published by Seuil. 

“I aim to submit the docu- 
ments to the court today,” Mr. 
Pariente told Reuters. It was 
unclear if the court would 
agree to a trial — Carlos lost a 
similar court action in October 
when be sought to get Mr. 
Violet’s book banned. 

In the new 12-page plea, Mr. 
Pariente argues that the book 
treats Carlos as responsible for 
a string of bombings and 
assassinations in France, vio- 
lating his right to be consid- 
ered innocent until proven 
guilty by a conn. 

Carlos, whose real name is 
niich Ramirez Sanchez, also 
complains die book violates 
strict French privacy laws. 


including its publication of his 
photograph on the front cover 
without his permission. 

Carlos is requesting a total 
of 910,000 francs (Si 70,000) 
in damages. Separately, he is 
seeking reimbursement of 
legal costs. 

His legal complaint, in 
which Carlos lists his occupa- 
tion as “professional revolu- 
tionary.” says Mr. Violet’s 
book illegally included confi- 
dential reports from the inves- 
tigation. including French and 
former East German secret 
service documents. 

Carlos, spirited out of Sudan 
to France in 1994, is now in a 
Paris prison. 

He was convicted in his 
absence by a French court and 
sentenced to life in prison for 
the 1975 killings of two secret 
service agents and is being 
probed over a total of six 
bombings and killings in 
France. 

Carlos's boldest attack was 
to lead the 1975 kidnapping of 
U oil ministers attending a 
conference in Vienna. France 
him of killing 83 peo- 
ple m a series of attacks most- 
in Europe and the Middle 
East. 


Id Antarctica, 
almost anything 
goes for a name 

PALMER STATION, Ant- 
arctica (R) — There's a place 
called the Blob, another 
known as Blow-Me-Down 
Bluff and a prominent rock 
outcrop called Sore Thumb 
because it sticks out like one 
in the frozen wilderness. No 
other spot in the world has 
such odd names as Antarctica, 
where a centuiy of explorers, 
adventurers and researchers 
have let their imaginations 
run riot when it comes to 
putting a moniker to a moun- 
tain or a label to a glacier. 
There's Ml Wyatt. named by 
an admirer after 1950s 
Hollywood actress Jane 
Wyatt, a conical peak known 
as the Pimple, and a pair of 
rocky pinnacles known as the 
Office Girls, named by appre- 
ciative U.S. surveyors in hon- 
our of the secretarial staff 
back home. 

Beepers go awry 
across U.S. 
for half-hour 

NEW YORK (R) — Some 

100,000 pagers rang wild 
across America, rousing a 
slumbering West Coast and 
making New York commuters 
wonder if “Road runner, " the 
beeping cartoon character, had 
boarded their bus. The half- 
hour beeping spree that made 
some offices sound like a ger- 
bil’s convention was caused by 
a single wrong number 
punched into a computer sys- 
tem, a spo-keswoman for the 
pager company Skytel said 
Skytel. operated by the Mobile 
Telecommunication Techool 
ogies Corp, said an estimated 

100,000 of its customers 
received between 20 and 25 
erroneous beeps. An answer- 
ing machine in the Baltimore 
area yielded the following 
recording: "Hi. No, I'm not 
paging you. There’s something 
really crazy going on with the 
... paging company- So please, 
please stop calling me. I'm so 
sony about your pager going 
brazy and my pager going 
crazy and my phone line. 
Thank you very much.” 

Miami residents 
with street loot 
get amnesty 

MIAMI lR) — Police gave 
Miami residents 48 hours to 
return hundreds of thousands 
of dollars that rained onto an 
impoverished neighbour- 
hood after an ann-oured car 
crashed The no-question 
sasked amnesty, to end at 
midday (1700 GMT) on 
Saturday, was announced a 
day after an accident that 
some residents of the inner 
city overtown neighbourhood 
called a gift from God During 
the Wednesday morning rush 
hour, a Brink’s armoured 
security truck believed to be 
carrying S3 .7 million flipped 
on a highway overpass, 
cracked open and sent a river 
of bundled currency and coins 
on to a street below. 

Earthlings to get first 

chance 

to call ET 

PARIS (R) — Earthlings will 
get a first chance to send mes- 
sages to space aliens^his year 
on a rocket bound for Saturn’s 
biggest moon, the European 
Space Agency (ESA) said. 
ESA said it would collect 
electronic signatures and mes- 
sages and pack them onto a 
CD-rom aboard the Huygens 
probe due to blast off on Ocl 
6 for a seven-year voyage to 
Titan as a “token of human 
life" in deep space. It said the 
signatures and messages 
would be collected by ESA on 
a special site on the 

fotentetcomputernetwork'“btt 

p^/www. Huygens.Com". 
They would be accepted until 
March 1. 

Flemish farmer finds 
French a big help 

BRUSSELS (R)— A Belgian , 

Flemish beef fanner accuse ] 
of using illegal hormones on jj 
his animals escaped the J 
arm of the law when a court ^ 
ruled that the summons ban j 
been issued in the wronS = 
guage. Belga news ageflO \ 
said the summons bad to* 05 ^ 
issued in French during . 
inspection of cattle a[ “J 
abattoir in the Brussels subu^ 
of AnderlechL Brass® 5 
officially bi-lingual. 


